By yey) 
LL 


BUD 














a a 











CONTENTS OF VOL. VI. 


No. XLL 


The Christian’s Shorter Catechism—Episeopal Funeral Service— 
Sundav Evening—Conversion of the Jews, Letter Third—Letter 
from General Washington, in reply to an Address from the Hebrew 
Congregation in Newport, R. I. presented to him in August, 1790,— 
Ordination Exercises at New Bedford—Spirit of Orthodoxy. p- 1 


No. XLII. 


Diseordancies of Trinitarianism—Charaeter of the Son of God— 
Lines to the Memory of Thomas Fysche Palmer; buried at Boston— 
Hints on Extemporaneous Preaching—On Poverty—Inconsisteney in 
one of Bishop Porteus’s Lectures—-Ordinatien Exereises at Bidde- 
ford—— Aneedotes of the late Rev, Eihanan Winchester—The Chris- 


tian Examiner. p. 37 
No. XLIIE. 


Religious Dissipation—Our lgnoranee of what is Best for us—The 
Worm—Address to the Stars—Lhacher’s Sermons—Was Judas 
Iscariot present when the Lord’s Supper was instituted—Unitarian- 
ism in South Carolina—Liberality of a Church of England Digoitary. 

p. 73 


No. XLIV. 


On the Future Life and Condition of Man—On the Phrase ‘*Un.« 
quenchable Fire”—Robiuson on the Spirit of God—Recollections of 
Jotham Anderson—Questions tor Trinitarians—Unitarian Chapel in 
Calcutta, p. 11% 


No. XLV. 


Remarks on the Inspiration of the Writers of the Old and New 
Testaments—Thoughts on Eternal Punishment—Effects of False 
Religion—Articles of the Church of England—Usefulness of the 
Ministerial Order—Test of the Christian Character—Dr. Osgood’s 
Sermons—God our Father—Theological School at Cambridge—Or- 
dination at Boston--Ordination at F itchburg—lnduction.. p. 149, 





warp 
WAIg 
HUTT 
atest 
89 | 
ou 


ndyeVO 
Bor 
yuonb 


uO 


It UIST 
LIBOST 
110 AA 
Pa 


I uby 
—plOy 
») BUG 
StH 
soury 


ant 6 | 


uIpPsO 
340%) 
wioly 
spung 
“Lb 




















pumhunpy fo yougsyg ay) fo 44929 . 
‘AuNOOW dIMHd a 
JIyIO puw yRoLloysty Suryojo puv Zuravasua ‘ZuruBisop jo swe ayy 03 
joasayy sigousg ay) Suipuayxe pues ‘pauoquow ursuay) sawn ay) Sut 
-anp sardoo yons jo suojatadoad pu suoyine ay} 03 ‘syood pay syiRqe 
‘sdew yo saidoo ayy Sutmoas Aq ‘Suruimay jo quamaseanoous aye 
Joy ow UY, ‘pannus “jou ue oy Kayjyuawiaddns yo" uy,, ‘pope “ee 
oy) 02 Ose puy ,."pavorjuow ula10y) sow oy) Suranp serdoo yons 
JO suojatidoud pus suoyjne ayy 03 ‘syooq pue ‘syueys ‘sdew jo sordea 
ay) Suninoes Aq ‘Suruvoy Jo yuoweasy.smosua ayy soy yRuvyY,, Spot 
“1349 *s9}8Ig PIU IY} JO SsauSUuOy yy JO JOR JY) OY AyLULIO;UOD Uf 


«TA ‘WA “Ojin 7, Amasar— Sodus ysoqywas8 yyy yoru» “4saq Sf 
yey wy puw faamidiiog jo spaom Arar ayy ddoay yarn Sysoq 3.18 Spaat9 
BOY], “SUNMmIUIMOD IY) 02 jNVDYF— YW ry Wi Yyorofon ABWIBYDs>, 


"HOLINOJA N¥YLLSIUHO UNV ANVITAOSIPY NVIUYLING GHZ» 


WIM 0} SSULMOT{OJ Sp.com OY? UT ‘suojatudoag se curep Loy} Joo.LaT Ar 
ISL oI “yoo BJO au 9U BoLyO styQ Ut payisodap savy eeeeeee 
‘ . 2c - ‘ , l | eg . 2847 » > 4 
JLNSICT pres oyz so Suojopdd y +p) sepaRyy, paw suuwnyr Ay F 
JOLUBEQENT SPOOMUdaTY "PAL SlOuRIT “BOLIOWNY JO sawwig ¢ : 
pewuyy aya jo aduapuadapuy DY} jO AWA QYYSIa- a0} our ae ettryie 


wi ‘pady jo dep yonayy oy) vo wy, “GAMaAd NANNY 11 ad 
LIM OL-—(INWIANVI AO LOTLLSIO 


"Tvas = 














THE 


UNITARIAN WISCRLLANY 


AND 


CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 








No. XLI.} MAY, 1824. [Vol. VI. 








The Christian’s Shorter Catechism. 


Question. W iar do you believe? 

Answer. All truth. 

@. What is truth? 

. Whatever is, has been, or will be. 

@. But are you acquainted with all reality? 

1. I do not pretend to be. I know but little. But 
whatever I am persuaded is real, is reality to me; and 
I must believe it, because it is, and because it wilt not 
change to please my fancy, and because it cannot be 
that which it is not. 

. &. What is the supreme object of your belief? 

2. He who is the first cause of all that is, has been, 
or will be; the infinite being whom we call GOD; in- 
finite in duration, infinite in power, infinite in wisdom, 
and infinite in goodness. 


Q. Why do you believe that he is the first-cause of 
all things? 

1. All things must have had a cause, for they could 
not cause themselves; and as all things manifest de- 
sign and skill, that cause must be intelligent; and that 
intelligent cause is God. 
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The Christian’s Shorter Catechism. 3 


apostles, which are contained in the books of the New 
Testament, and which, with some local exceptions, 
were intended for all mankind. 

@. Do the recorded revelations of God contradict 
the revelations of nature and reason? 

4. They do not, and they cannot; for they all come 
from God, and God is perfect truth, and perfect truth 
cannot contradict itself. 

@. Which is the most complete of the two recorded 
revelations you have mentioned? 

/l. The latter, which is the revelation by Jesus 
Christ. 

@. Who was Jesus Christ? 

4. A man who proved that he was sent from God, 
by speaking as never man spake before; and by per- 
forming miracles, which he could not have done unless 
assisted by Almighty Power. 

@. On what grounds do you believe that he thus 
taught and worked? 

4. His instructions speak for themselves. His 
miracles were seen and attested by thousands; they 
were recorded while they were fresh in the recollec- 
tion of many; they were never contradicted; the wri- 
tings which contain both them and the instructions, 
have come down to us in the most unexceptionable 
manner, and bear every mark of having been composed 
by honest and intelligent men. This evidence, inter- 
nal and external, convinces me. 

Q@. What is the sum of Christ’s instructions? 

1. To love God supremely, and our neighbour as 
ourselves. 

@. Did Christ live as he taught? 
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The Christian’s Shorter Catechism. 5 


christians, who are fond of making religion very intri- 
cate and mystical, instead of simple and practical, 
imagine that they find divers unintelligible doctrines 
in the Bible, which do not appear to me to be declared 
or countenanced by either of the revelations of God, 
that of nature, reason, or his written word. Chris- 
tians are therefore divided into various sects and de- 
nominations, who have often by their mutual rancor 
and persecution, brought a scandal on the christian 
name. 

@. To what sect do you belong? 

/. Strictly and entirely to none. I believe that 
God has appointed no human tribunal of doctrine. 
I bow to the authority of none of them, however ar- 
rogantly it may be assumed, from the pope of Rome 
down to the Presbytery of New-York. In my inqui- 
ries into the revelations of God, I am happy to make 
use of the labours of learned men of all denomina- 
tions, and I am not unwilling to be called by the name 
of that sect with which I agree in the greatest number 
of points; but [ judge and determine for myself. 

@. The liberty which you take for yourself, you 
must allow to others. 

4. I do, most sincerely. 

@. You must allow it even to those who cannot be 
convinced by the evidences of christianity. 

1. I should be guilty of inconsistency if I did not. 
I lament what I consider the error of the Deist; but 
if he arrives at his conclusions after serious, humble, 
candid, and thorough investigation, I have no right 
to condemn him, neither do I believe that God will 
deal with him harshly. 
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Episcopal Funeral Service. 7 


ther advantage ought to be thus taken of the opened 
hearts of a sympathizing audience, to increase the 
odium already excited against a venerable literary 
institution, I will leave it to every candid mind to 
decide. Whether, too, in point of taste, the positive 
religious impressions and exercises of the deceased 
might not have been simply enumerated, without intro- 
ducing a protestation that might as well have been 
kept in the back ground, instead of being brought 
forward to strike the discordant string of theological 
controversy, which was probably at that time sleep- 
ing in every breast present, belongs to the province 
of the critic to determine.* Nor do I wish very bitter- 
ly to complain, that in all the public papers of the city, 
the Alumni of Harvard College in particular were in- 
vited to attend the funeral of one of their brethren, 
and then doomed to sit as quietly as they could, to 
hear a gentle denunciation levelled at their Alma 
Mater. I am not inclined, Mr. Editor, to expatiate 
on these topics. Perhaps I ought even to be grateful, 
as I sincerely declare 1 am, for the really gentle and 
modified terms in which a topic but too harsh in itself, 
was touched by the orator. I could not but contrast 
the delicacy and obliqueness of the censure with those 
unfeeling and sacrilegious attacks with which in other 
quarters Harvard College is assailed in the very house 
of God. I felt grateful to the speaker for at least 
complimenting the institution in question with the 


* Would it have been right, for instance, to state at that time, the 
views of the deceased on the offensive points of Calvinism, on the 
supposition that he had in conversation reprobated them? 
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Episeopal Funeral Service. 9 


Unitarian persuasion, who with characters as fair, 
and hearts as pure, and heads as sound, and parents as 
godly, and aspirations as devout, and recollections as 
cheering, and hopes as consoling, as Mr. Chase un- 
doubtedly was blessed with, sunk down to their graves 
as placidly and instructively as he, though they caught 
hold of no other anchor than the obvious and literal 
interpretation of this chapter. If you cannot copy 
the whole, will you at least copy those portions of it 
which set the most peculiar and valuable articles of 
our faith in a prominent point of view? I know it will 
be said by some Trinitarians, that we ought to make 
the numerous passages of unitarian import which this 
chapter contains, bend to, and be interpreted by the 
phraseology in other parts of Scripture. But I wish 
to know by what authority we are directed to sucha 
principle of interpretation, in preference to making 
other passages of Scripture accommodate themselves 
to the representation of this chapter? Why not take 
this chapter as an original standard of belief as 
well as any other?—especially, when we find it so rich 
in the most sublime, consoling, elevating, purifying, 
yet chastening influences of which religion can be con- 
ceived to be susceptible. But I did not intend to run 
into controversial speculations, and must stop with 
subscribing myself 


AN ALUMNUS OF HARVARD COLLEGE. 
Charleston, S. C. March 3, 1824. 





We thank our correspondent for his suggestion, and 
intreat our readers to peruse attentively and seriously 
the following sublime portion of Scripture. They must 
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rection of the dead? But if there be no resurrection 
of the dead, then is Christ not risen; and if Christ be 
not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith 
is also vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses 
of God; because we have testified of God that he raised 
up Christ; whom he raised not up, if so be that the 
dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is 
not Christ raised; and if Christ be not raised, your 
faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also 
which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. If in 
this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all 
men most miserable. But now is Christ risen from 
the dead, and become the first-fruits of them that 
slept. For since by man came death, by man came 
also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But 
every man in his own order; Christ the first-fruits; 
afterwards they that are Christ’s at his coming. Then 
cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have 
put down all rule and all authority and power. For 
he must reign till he hath put all enemies under 
his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is 
death. For he hath put all things under his feet. 
But when he saith, all things are put under hin, it 
is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all 
things under him. And when all things shall be sub- 
dued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be sub- 
ject unto him that put all things under him, that God 
may be all in all. 

Else what shall they do which are baptized for the 
dead, if the dead rise not at allP Why are they then 
baptized for the dead? And why stand we in jeopardy 
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Sunday Evening. 18 


the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from 
heaven. As is the earthy, such are they also that are 
earthy; and as is the heavenly, such are they also that 
are heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the 
earthy, we shall also bare the image of the heavenly. 
Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption 
inherit incorruption. Behold I show you a mystery; we 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, ina 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immortality. So when this 
corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall 
be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death 
is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is 
thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting 
of death is sin; and the strength of sin isthe law. But 
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory, through 
our Lerd Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not 


» in vain in the Lord. 


Se 


Sunday Evening. 
From Blackwood’s Magazine. 


I sav last Sunday evening, 
From sun-set even till night, 
At the open casement, watching 

The day’s departing light. 
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Sunday Evening. 1s 


So I sat last Sunday evening, 
Masing on all these things, 

With that quiet gladness of spirit, 
No thought of this world brings. 


I watch’d the departing glory 
Till its last red streak grew pale, 
And Earth and Heaven were woven 
In Twilight’s dusky veil. 


Then the lark dropt down to his mate, 
By her nest on the dewy ground; 
And the stir of human life 
Died away to a distant sound, 


Ali sounds died away—The light laugh, 
The tar footstep, the merry call, 

To such stillness, the pulse of one’s heart 
Might have echo’d a rose leaf’s fall. 


And, by little and little, the darkness 
Waved wider its sable wings, 

Till the nearest objects, and largest, 
Became shapeless, confused things. 


And, at last, all was dark—Then I felt 
A cold sadness steal over my heart, 
And I said to myself, **Such is life— 
So sts hopes and its pleasures depart.” 


And when night comes, the dark night of age, 
What remaineth beneath the sun, 

Of all that was lovely and loved, 
Of all we have learnt and done? 


When the eye waxeth dim, and the ear 
To sweet music grows dull and cold, 
And the faney burns low, and the heart— 
Oh, Heaven! ean the heart grow old? 


Then, what remaineth of life, 

But the lees with bitterness fraught? 
What then—But 1 check’d as it rose, 

And rebuked that weak, wicked thought. 
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Conversion of the Jews—Letter Third. 17 


much at length; I shall say, however, as much as I 
believe to be necessary. 

He compliments me on my controversial dexterity. 
I think his own skill in that way is rather better than 
his cause. And so we are even on the score of com- 
pliments. 

His remarks in the July number are devoted to the 


© defence of Mr. Frey. He says that the ‘improper 


conduct” of Mr. F. which is mentioned in the report 
of the London Jews Society, was merely some dis- 
agreement with regard to the management of the So- 


q ciety, in which he sided with the dissenters, who had 


till then been admitted to a juint management with the 


> members of the establishment. He says further, that 
} though Mr. F’s letters of recommendation were writ- 


ten before the Report, they were written after his dis- 
missal from the Society, and with a view to his coming 
to this country. He also says that he was received 


» into the New York Presbytery, after they had obtained 


from England satisfactory testimonials of his good 
character. 


These statements I have neither the means nor the 


) wish to contradict; and till they are contradicted, I 


shall be glad to credit them. Ihave no desire what- 


; ever to regard Mr. F. as any other than a good and 


honest man. I must still think it strange, however, 
that the London Society used the expressions which 
they did, in relation to one who had merely differed 


) from them in opinion. They call his conduct ‘*‘very 


improper;”’ they speak of ‘*rumors” which were circus 


} lated, and say, that on investigating them, *‘facts were 
) disclosed, and afterwards confessed by the individual 


referred to, which rendered it the duty of this Com- 
O* 
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Conversion of the Jews—Letter Third. 19 


what they believe to be important truth, and expose 
what they believe to be destructive error. In this 
work they are encouraged by constant and numerous 
accessions to their cause, and by perceiving unitarian 
churches rising up in various and distant parts of their 
country and the world. They call on each other, there- 
fore, to keep up the dissemination of truth, persuaded 
that the God of truth will bless their exertions. —The 
members of the Jews Society think they have discover- 
ed, that the prophecies respecting the conversion of 
the Jews, are soon to be accomplished. So they ad- 
vertise in the papers, that a converted Jew is going to 
preach, and make the thing clear to every body, and 
that therefore the people must put what money they can 
spare into the contribution box, to help the Society to 
buy some land in New York, and print some more 
Hebrew Testaments, and they know not what else; 
' for ‘‘the divine veracity is pledged,” and if Christians 
> do not give their money to the Society, what will be- 
come of them! This has considerable effect. Some 
are frightened at the implied danger of neglecting 
such an occasion, and some are flattered by the pros- 
pect of doing great things; and they put in their mo- 
ney.—lIn the former case, I see a well grounded con- 
fidence; in the latter, what I have called, and still call, 
presumption. I continue to see a great difference be- 
tween them, and shall not be greatly troubled whether 
P. W. sees it or not. 

A little further on, P. W. indulges himself in 3 
dream about what the Jews will do before they return 
to the Holy Land. It may amuse your readers. 


‘*] have been led to think, as the Jews are to return to their own 


land for a very different purpose from that which their dispersion has 
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> try in the conversion of the Jews, presents one of the 
most encouraging prospects I ever saw. 

> He next discovers a wonderful inconsistency in 
q my saying, at one time, that there was nothing to jus- 
> tify the expectation that any great thing was to be 
» accomplished with present means, and at another time 
speaking of the powerful exertions of the London So- 
E ciety, and the complicated machinery which had been 
> set in motion.—I do not find any contradiction here. 
‘I did not intimate that the present means employed 
4 were insignificant in themselves, but that they had 
» produced no important ends; aud I have seen many a 
4 cumbrous and complicated machine, which made a 
) great noise, and turned out but little work. 

| Lhad said, that the Jews were not at all situated 
as those people are to whom Christian Missions are 
usually sent; but that they had the means of know- 
J ledge within their reach, and might make use of them 
when they chose. To this P. W. replies, that, on the 
contrary, they are precisely in the same situation 
with those to whom all sorts of missions are sent, and to 
» whom Christianity is preached. The ordinary preach- 
ing of the Gospel, he adds, is a standing missionary 
institution; and every Christian acknowledges the 
) propriety of erecting new churches, and locating ad- 
© ditional ministers, even where both exist; and much 
more, the propriety of sending missions to those des- 
} titute parts of our country where neither are found.— 
+P. W. takes wide sweeps, and brings north and south 
) so close together that they touch. I shall nevertheless 
persist in asserting that the situation of the Jews is 
very different from that of the heathen, inasmuch as 
}the former may obtain christian books, and listen to 
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Conversion of the Jews—Letter Third. 23 


P. W. is so much attached to that desperate story 
about the Jesuit and the Indian chief, that he has had 
the whole of it printed over again, for the purpose of 
showing that I misapprehended the point of it. If I 
did so, it was his fault, and not mine. He presents me 
the story by its but-end, and’ then complains that I 
do not feel its point. To make this evident I will 
just quote one sentence more from his introduction 
than I did the last time. After some extracts from the 
redoubtable Rabbi David Levi, P. W. says, ‘These 
quotations are made, merely to show that Unitarians 
would not find the task of converting the Jews, easier 
than Trinitarians. Yet, Dr. Priestley in his contro- 
versy with Bishop Horsley, &c.” And then comes 
the story of the tribe of Indians who were converted 
by the stratagem of a Jesuit—no matter whether to 
real Christianity or not—they were nominally con- 
verted; and I doubt not, the Jesuit made excellent 
Trinitarians of them at last. But P. W’s object was 
to show, that Unitarians would not find the task of 
converting the Jews easier than Trinitarians. And 
now I say once more, that the story was not at 
all to his purpose. The truth is, that he found 
some abuse of Dr. Priestley by the Rabbi and the 
Bishop, relating to the conversion of the Jews, and 
so he put it among his ‘*Remarks” at hazard. The 
Rabbi does not appear, from the quotations given from 
him, to have been a much sharper man than our friend 
P. W.—but the Bishop was, and would not have 
thanked him, had he been alive, and happened to 
hear of him, for making such sad work with his story. 
In Horsley’s hands it had indeed some meaning; 
thougi the implication it contained was as false as it was 
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Conversion of the Jews—Letter Third. 25 


expositors of reputation,—I will turn trinitarian myself. 
He says he does not expect to convince me; but who 
knows what he may accomplish? ‘‘Corragio! as the 
Spaniard says.” 

Because I could not pierce through a tremendously 
caliginous paragraph of his, in his former remarks, he 
answers, that it is not my vocation.—That is one way, 
and an easy way, of explaining dark things;—a way in 
which all sorts of nonsense may be made as clear as 
daylight. 

There is but one passage in the remainder of P. W’s 
remarks, on which [ think it necessary to offer any ob- 
servations. He cannot agree with me, either in my 
interpretation of the consequences of the rejection of 
Christianity by the Jews, or in the sentiment, that per- 
secution affords any justification whatever of their con- 
duct. His own sentiments he expresses as follows. 


“If W. P. chooses to say that the man, who, as a member of civil 
society, is inno way respousible to his fellow-men, for his ‘faith’ or his 
‘heresy,’ his ‘religion’ or his ‘irreligion’ acts ‘a manful part,’ in repel- 
ling their usurpation over his conscience, | have no objection to offer 
to this language. But | beg leave to remind him that ‘the great ques- 
tion of liberty of conscience,’ is not the greatest of all questions, 
There is a tribunal, infinitely superior to that of human opinion or 
human power, before which ‘all creeds are’ not ‘on the same ground, 
and all distinetions of ‘faith’ do not ‘sink imto nothing;’? where every 
man shall stand or fall, according to his ‘faith’ or his ‘heresy,’ his 
‘religion,’ or his ‘irreligion;? and where it will appear that, if to 
hold fast ‘heresy’ and ‘irreligion’ was ‘manful,’ it was also sinful, 
In a word he who has aeted ‘a mantul part,’ in resisting the tyranny 
of men, may have acted a wicked part in trampling on the authority 
of Heaven, while he grappled a fatal error to his soul. And so far as 
this may be affirmed of the Jews, J meant to maintain, and do still 
maintain that their ‘constancy’ is any thing but ‘noble.’ ” 


I did not expect, that P. W’s ideas of the divine 
government would coincide with mine. They ap- 
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Washington’s Letter to the Jews. 27 


‘¢What remains? Only thisat present. Let us avoid 
putting stumbling blocks in the way of the Jews. Let 
us propose christianity to them as Jesus proposed it 
to them. Instead of the modern magic of scholastical 
divinity, let us lay before them their own prophecies. 
Let us show them their accomplishment in Jesus. Let 
us applaud their hatred of idolatry. Let us show 
them the morality of Jesus in our lives and tempers. 
Let us never abridge their civil liberty, nor ever try 
to force their consciences. Let us remind them, that 
as Jews they are bound to make the law of Moses the 
rule of their actioas. Let us try to inspire them with 
suspicion of rabinical and received traditions, and a 
generous love of investigating religious truth for them- 
selves. Let us avoid all rash judging, and leave their 
future state to God.” 


Yours, Xc. 
Wade 


Letier from General Washington, in Reply to an 
Address from the Hebrew Congregationin New- 
port, R. I. presented to him in August, 1790. 


To the Hebrew Congregation at Newport, Rhode Island. 


GENTLEMEN, 

While I receive with much satisfaction your ad- 
dress, replete with expressions of affection and esteem, 
I rejoice in the opportunity of assuring you, that I 
shall retain a grateful remembrance of the cordial wel- 
come I experienced in Newport, from all classes of 
citizens. The reflection on the days of difficulty and 
danger which are past, is rendered the more sweet 
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Ordination Exercises at New Bedford. 


We have received a pamphlet, containing the Ser- 
mon, Charge, and Right Hand of Fellowship, deliver- 
ed at the ordination of the Rev. Mr. Dewey, at New 
Bedford, of which there is a notice in our last January 
number. 

Tur Sermon, by the Rev. Mr. Tuckerman, from 
Hebrews, i. 1, 2. is on the distinctive character and 
claims of the religion of Christ. These the preacher 
views, in the first place, as exhibited in the manner 
in which our religion was taught by our Lord; second- 
ly, in the circumstance that in all its doctrines, it 
addresses itself directly to the reason and judgment of 
all mankind; and thirdly, in the fact that i meets, 


accounts for, and proposes to accomplish, all the wants 
of our immortal nature. From the last division we 
quote the following excellent sentiments. 


‘*I ask then, if your religion, by the sentiments it gives us of God; 
by the views which it opens to us of heaven; by the new relations into 
which it brings man at once to his Maker, to his Saviour, to his fel- 
low creatures, and to the eternal world which it reveals, has not given 
a direction to the wants of our intellectual and moral nature, in 
which, inerease them in number as you will, and enlarge each of 
them as you may, every sou! may obtain assurance of ultimate, and 
perfect satisfaction? Yes, darkened as is the human mind by 
ignorance, and depraved as is the heart by sin, it is still the glory of 
our nature, to be capable of indefinite, and eternal improvenent, 
And it is the glory of our religion, that it reveals to its believers a 
state of existence, in which all our capacities of eternal progress and 
happiness, may be satisfied. It most distinctly teaches us also, that 
the wants of our hearts, to which all the objects of this. world are 
so disproportioned, were designed for the very end, of raising our 
affections to things that are above, where Christ sitteth at the right 
hand of God; of engaging us in the cares, which concern our eternal 
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Ordination Exercises at New Bedford. St 


How many are there in the christian community, 
who seem to think that there is a vast deal of religion in 
an austere demeanour and a gloomy countenance! Now, 
we could never perceive that a long face, a stiff step, 
or a sepulchral tone of voice, had any virtue or piety 
in them; or that all together they were worth one 
grain’s weight of true holiness;—though we have in- 
deed seen, and been shocked to see, that these solemn 
mockeries have served as blinds to the eyes of ignorance, 
and been worn as cloaks round the dark forms of cor- 
ruption. Seriousness will always be felt and always 
be manifested by a man of any feeling, on truly serious 
occasions; but we cannot imagine why a person should 
not be cheerful because he is a clergyman, or why he 
should throw a cloud over every company he ap- 
proaches, because he inculcates the animating and 
benign doctrines of christianity. 

We shall conclude our extracts with one from THE 


RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP, by the Rev. Mr. May. 

‘It is with the acknowledgment of our common fallibility, and with 
the purpose of mutual improvement, that we welcome you to the 
liberal studies as well as the arduous labours of our holy profession. 
We welcome you not as the dictators, but as the helpers and partners 
of our faith and joy, We ‘bid you God speed’ in the sacred paths 
of religious inquiry and christian duty. Go on then, following ‘the 
Bible, the Bible only’ as your guide, however it may lead you to 
dissent from the confessions of Assemblies and the systems of those 
who have denominated half the christiay world. What is itto you and 
me, that Calvin and Socinus believed one thing or another? ‘Phe 
great inquiry with us is, what doth Christ teach? and we should be 
so absorbed in this inquiry, that it would be pardonable in us to 
forget that Calvin and Socinus ever lived.” 


We are happy to hear that the Society over which 
Mr. Dewey is settled, is flourishing and united; and it 


is our prayer that it may long continue to be so under 
his ministry. 
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divide the public suffrage, and the most ignorant and 
profligate sect is the most sure of proselytes? Is this 
a picture exact enough to be transmitted to the other 
side of the ocean as our likeness?”’ 

The next article is from the New-England Galaxy. 
It is signed **an EPIscoPALIAN,” and was written by a 
member of Dr. Jarvis’ own church. ‘This circumstance 
renders it particularly interesting, and shows how 
generally prevalent is the feeling in Boston against all 
intolerance and bigotry. The piece begins with the 
obnoxious extract, and proceeds thus; 

‘*The above is an extract of a letter from the Rev. 
Dr. Jarvis of this city, to the editor of the Christian 
Observer. Before I make any remarks on it, | must 
be allowed to say, that for the character, public or 
private, of the writer, no one can feel more respect 


than myself. I have witnessed the single minded de- 
votion, with which he has given himself up to his pas- 
toral duties and the welfare of the church. I have 


often heard those touching appeals to the hearts of his 
people, with which he enforces the truths of his reli- 
gion. WhatI may not treat with anger, I may how- 
ever be allowed to lament. I cannot but lament that 
the Rector of St. Paul’s has committed himself by a 
statement, mistaken, I think, in its facts, and wrong 
in its reasoning, and that too to a foreign clergyman. 
Is it true, that the conflict of religious opinions in this 
city has made all the bad effects he attributes to it? 
Where is public worship more universally observed? 
Where are the clergy more generally respected? They 
cannot, it is true, combine their influence in favour of 
one set of opinions. But the conflict increases their 
individual respectability. And why do we hear so 
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he hesitate to deplore and condemn it. We have no 
doubt ourselves that Dr. Jarvis is a good scholar and 
an attentive clergyman; but we should very much 
doubt both the soundness of judgment and the propriety 
of feeling of any man, situated as he is, who could send 
abroad such an account of the religious state of Boston 
as he has done; and if we do not deceive ourselves, Dr. 
Jarvis will repent of that letter to the latest day of his 
life. It was altogether unworthy of him as a clergy- 
man, a christian, a scholar, and one who had expe- 
rienced the courtesy and hospitality of those whom he 
has so ungenerously reviled.—He has not lived long 
in Boston; but was called a few years ago to that place 
from New York. In New York, professed unitarians 
constitute a very small, though a very respectable part 
of the population; and unitarianism is looked on as 
rather an insignificant and unfashionable affair; while 
the Episcopalians have great churches in Broadway, 
and say their prayers on velvet cushions. When Dr. 
Jarvis got to Boston, he found that the scale was turn- 
ed, and that the weight of respectability and influence 
was quite on the side of those very opinions, which 
were so lightly regarded in the place that he had left. 
Not that we mean to say that the Episcopalians are not 
as respectable as any other denomination there, but 
they are not as numerous; for while there are but three 
Episcopal churches, there are nine out of the eleven 
Congregational societies, whose ministers are unita- 
rians. He found too, that though he was as much re- 
spected in Boston as the other clergymen, he was not 
more so, and that if he met them at all, he must meet 
them on terms of perfect equality. This was a condi- 
tion of things, which, it is very likely, he did not 
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Discordancies of Trinitarianism, 


Wa have heand Trinitarians complain that they 
cannot find out what Unitarianism is; that we disagree 
among ourselves, and that if we will only condescend 
to fix on one system in which we can all unite, they 
shall then feel themselves able to examine it. 

Such speeches we have always considered as har- 
monizing remarkably well with the modest self-com- 
placency which distinguishes the orthodox, and which 
makes them so quick sighted to the mote in a brother’s 
eye, and so innocently unconscious of the beam which 
is in their own. 

But we will now undertake directly to answer this 
ill-timed sneer, and to prove, in the first place, that 
Trinitarians disagree among themselves, and secondly, 
that with regard to the Supreme Being, Unitarians do 
not disagree at all. 

In proving the first position, we shall not deem it 
necessary to bring forward the different opinions of the 
fathers, because every scholar knows how discordant 
they are, and because our business is rather with the 


trinitarianism of later days. We will however begin 
4 
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essence, yet three in subsistence; of three, that one 
cannot be the other, yet all three are one, that really 
are distinct, yet really are the same.” 

As if on purpose to disturb the good man’s ‘‘admir- 
ing thoughts,” comes Dr. Sourn, and asserts that there 
is *‘one infinite eternal mind, and three somethings 
that are not distinct minds.” 

And then comes Dr. Suertocx to refute Dr. South, 
by ‘insisting that ‘‘the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
are as really distinct persons, as Peter, James, and 
John; each of which is God. We must allow each 
person to be a God. These three infinite minds are 
distinguished, just as three created minds are, by self 
consciousness.” 

We next introduce our friend Dr. Horxiys, in op- 
position again to the Doctor last named, assuring us 
that ‘‘it must be carefully observed, that when this 
word (person) is applied to the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost as three distinct persons, 7¢ dees not import the 
same distinction as when applied to men.” 

Dr. Warertanp’s idea of the trinity was that of 
‘‘three proper distinct persons, entirely equal to, and 
independent upon each other, vet making up one and 
the same being.” 

But Dr. Watts, who called himself a trinitarian, 
and perhaps with about as much reason as any of the 
above Doctors, says, that ‘‘the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, are no more three distinct intelligent 
persons, than the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, are three Gods.” He further 
says that ‘‘the three persons are only three external 
relations of God to his creatures, as Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier;?? while Dr. South had said that the 
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one God, and the Son is one God, and the Holy Ghost 
is one God; but I cannot say the Father is one God, 
and the Son another God, and the Holy Ghost a third 
God. I may say that the Father begat another who 1s 
God, yet I cannot say he begat another God. And 
from the Father and the Son proceedeth another who 
is God, yet 1 cannot say from the Father and the Son 
proceedeth another God.” This elucidation of the 
mystery is so acute, hair-splitting, and logical, that 
we cannot but recommend it to any who are in want 
of a truly mysterious plan. 

The equally intelligible explanation of Bisnop 
GasTRELL, however, may be preferred. ‘The Father 
includes the whole idea of God, and something more; 
the Son includes the whole idea of God, and something 
more; the Holy Ghost includes the whole idea of God, 
and something more; while altogether the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost make one entire God, and no 
more.” 





Dr. Tuomas Burner ‘*maintains one self existent, 
and two dependent beings, but asserts that the two lat- 
ter are so united to and inhabited by the former, that 
by virtue of that union, divine perfections may be as- 
cribed, and divine worship paid to them.” In opposi- 
tion to the Athanasian Creed, which says that the Son 
is begotten and not created, and that the Holy Ghost is 
neither created nor begotten, but proceeding, he avers 
that ‘‘the Son and the Holy Ghost are created beings, 
and are Gods only by the indwelling of the Father’s 
Godhead.” 

Bisuop Burcgss teaches, that ‘‘the Father is a per- 


son, but not a being, the Son is a person but not a 
4* 
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order and manner of subsistence; that there is a mu- 
tual existence of one in all, and all in one; a communi- 
cation without any deprivation or diminution in the com- 
municant; an eternal generation, and an eternal proces+ | | 
sion, without precedence or succession, without proper 
casuality or dependence; a Father imparting his own, i 
and the Son receiving his Father’s life, and a Spirit 
issuing from both, without. any division or multipli- 
cation of essence. ‘These are notions which may well | 
puzzle our reason in conceiving how they agree, but i 
should not stagger our faith in assenting that they : 
are true.’ ” a 

Several other discordant systems of Trinitarianism i 
might be added to the above; but for the present these 
will suffice to show, that there is not such an exact 
agreement among the orthodox, as to warrant their 
making a want of agreement an ovjection against uni- 
tarianism. But we are tempted to especial wonder at 
their effrontery, when we consider the fact, that with 
regard to the Supreme object of belief and worship, 
unitarians do not disagree at all. 

The supreme object of belief and worship is Gop. 
Now all unitarians accord in maintaining that God is 
in the strictest sense, one—one being in one person, i 
and not in three, nor any other number of persons. 
Here is perfect agreement on the most important point 
of doctrine. God, in the unitarian’s creed, stands g 
alone, and there is no other God beside him. There is if 
not the least discordancy among us, when we come to Ht 
the great Creator, Upholder, and Preserver of all 
things. ‘We all unite, when we contemplate the eter- 
nal throne. In our opinions on the person of Christ, iy 
it is true that we differ. Some regard him as a man, id 
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Character of the Son of God. 


We have read with considerable pleasure a pamphlet 
which we lately received, entitled 4n Examination of 
the Divine Testimony concerning the Character of the 
Son of God. By Henry Grew, minister of the Gospel. 
The author appears to be a man of an inquiring and 
independent mind, a devout heart, and a christian 
spirit. The tract begins with a solemn address to the 
Supreme Being, the latter half of which we will tran- 
scribe. 


**O my God, what thou hast been pleased, in thine infinite love , to 
reveal concerning thy ‘beloved Son,’ that mortals may have a glimpse 
of thy glory, grant me to know, I desire not to look into those 
‘secret things’ which belong to Thee alone, It is my highest felicity 
to acknowledge, to love, and to adore Thee as the incomprehensible 
source of all perfection, and to feel, that in thy sight I am less than 
nothing and vanity. But, O my Father, is it not my eternal life to 
know thee, ‘the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast 
sent?? Thou seest me encompassed with mine own infirmity, and 
with the diverse systems and traditions of erring men. Oh, call me 
away from these polluted streams to thine own pure fountain, Pity a 
poor worm of the dust that looks towards thee to direct his path, and 
in thine infinite condescension and merey, grant me an understanding 
of that ‘wisdom of God’ which the redeemed multitude shall celebrate 
to eternity, for thy dear Son’s sake, Amen,” 

The writer’s collection of scripture testimony to 
prove the inferiority of the Son to the Father, and con- 
sequently the opposition of the trinitarian scheme to 
the word of God, appears to us ample and conclusive. 
We can only allow room for a table, which is intro- 
duced in the last chapter of his work, in which he has 
exhibited in parallel columns a few texts of scripture 
contrasted with parts of the trinitarian creed. He 
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Denying the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Jude 4, 


Jesus of Nazareth, a man ap- 
proved of God among you by 
miracles, and signs, and wonders, 
which God did by him. Acts ii, 22. 

For as the Father hath life in 
himself, so hath he given to the 
Son to have life in himself. John 
v. 26. ; 

1 live by the Father. John vi. 57. 

This is my beloved Son. Matt. 
ill. 17. 


That they might know thee, 
the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ thou hast sent. 
John xvii. 3. 


whom 


That at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow—and that 
every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory 
of God the Father. Phil. ii, 11. 


Character of the Son of God. 


We cannot speak so highly of some of the first chap- 


47 


Denying the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
is also the only Lord God, and a 
distinct person. 

Jesus performed his miracles 
by his own omnipotence. 


The Son is self-existent, 


The Son lives by himself. 

This is the only true God, the 
same numerical essence as the 
Father. 

That they might know thee, 
who art not the only true God, 
distinction from the Word 
whom thou hast sent. 

That at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow—and 
every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord to lis own 


glory. 


in 


ters, in which he endeavours to prove the preexistence 


and superhuman nature of Christ. 


We think that he 


sometimes mistakes the true state of the question, and 
often runs into the error which he condemns in trinita- 
rians, by quoting insulated passages of Scripture, with 
too little regard to the context, and too great a depen- 


dence on the common version. 


With regard, for in- 


stance, to the worship which is to be rendered to the 
Son, his views seem to labour under some obscurity. 
He says, ‘‘it is remarkable that many Unitarians and 


Trinitarians have wandered so far from what appears 
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Character of the Son of God. 49 


the Supreme Being. We wish to be definite in our 
acts of religion. Confusion has reigned long enough 
over this subject. Every liberal teacher should do all 
in his power to clear up the mist, instead of hiding 
himself behind it. We wish to conform our language 
to the great principle which we cherish, that religion 
is too important a subject to be made in any way un- 
intelligible, or to be presented to men in such a man- 
ner as to create an opposition of discordant notions. 
When therefore we have lifted up our voices and 
hearts to the ‘‘most high God,” and sung 


Worship to rHet alone belongs, 
Worship to THEE alone we give, 


we would avoid exciting questions and doubts, by pro- 
fessing immediately afterward to worship Christ; be- 
cause every one would not make the same mental 
distinction which we should. But we assure Mr G. 
that as far as our knowledge extends, there are no Uni- 
tarians who do not deeply reverence their ascended 
Master, or who would ‘‘refuse to imitate the heavenly 
worshippers,” in ascribing ‘‘blessing and honour and 
glory and power unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.” 

We do not mean at present to discuss the question, 
whether there are any texts of Scripture which are 
conclusive on the subject of Christ’s preexistence; but 
we cannot but remark that Mr. Grew has adduced 
many passages as having reference to the exalted 
nature of the Saviour, which seem to us to be more 
properly applicable to his character, and expressive of 
the high relations which he sustains, by being made 
the messenger of a new covenant from God, and 
appointed the head of a perfect dispensation. 

4) 
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Hints on Extemporaneous Preaching. 51 


Taking their turn before thee! one in destiny, 
Confessors of the same heroic faith, 
Martyrs alike for the same righteous cause;— 
Rest thee, and rise with them! 

Boston, Dec. 22. 


—_—_———— 


Hints on Eactemporaneous Preaching. 


Tur Rev. Henry Ware, of Boston, has published 
an excellent little book with the above title, for which 
we think he deserves the thanks of all who are engaged 
in preparing themselves for the ministry. It is writ- 





ten in so forcible a manner, and gives so fair a view of 
the whole subject, that we can hardly conceive how a 
student can rise from its perusal, without resolving to 
make some effort toward the attainment of so highly 
desirable, we might say perhaps essential a talent, as 
that of extemporaneous speaking. 

The work is divided into three chapters. The first 
treats of the advantages of extemporaneous preaching, 
the second, of its disadvantages, and considers the 
objections which have been made to it; and the third 
lays down some rules for the acquisition of the talent. 
The subject is enlivened throughout by pertinent ex- 
amples and pleasing illustrations. As a specimen, we 
extract a part of his answer to the common notion, 
that nature makes orators, and that if we have not an 
original fluency, we shall in vain attempt to become 
extemporaneous speakers. 


‘The history of the world is fuil of testimony to prove how much 
depends upon industry; not an eminent orator has lived, but is an 
example of it. Yet in contradiction to all this, the almost universal 
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On Poverty. 


Tue treasures of the world are the gift of God, and 
few blessings of his providence are more desirable. 
To possess a noble disposition and an extensive for- 
tune, is to possess the desire and the power of doing 
good; and the highest honours which men can merit 
belong to the high minded and liberal among the opu- 
lent. 

Poverty is no reproach; but it is an evil, and an evil 
of a bitter nature. A virtuous man may dread it. J 
am poor, says the Psalmist, and he adds, J am sorrow- 
ful. But if sadness attends on poverty, blessings fol- 
low the wounds of melancholy; and a bruised spirit 
will be borne up by the salvation of God. Since the 
misfortunes of life are sources of moral discipline, 
poverty is at once an evil, which must be supported, 
and a calamity which must be improved. 

Men cun support it, since they voluntarily bring 
upon themselves many heavier afflictions. 

It is better to be poor, than to be wealthy, and yet 
ignorant of the use of wealth. A man may receive 
treasures with every harvest or with every wind; yet 
he will be none the happier, unless he grow familiar 
with virtue, and make charity the steward of his pos- 
sessions. 

It is better to be poor than to be peevish; for an in- 
digent man may find delight in life, but to the queru- 
lous and petulant no enjoyment proves satisfactory, no 
form seems gracefully moulded, no ray of light pre- 
serves its true brilliancy. 

It is better to be. poor than to be friendless. The 
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that resting place we are hastening, and we shall soon 
be received there; the hours may roll slowly and wea- 
rily, yet they roll onwards; the sands of life are inces- 
santly ebbing; time grows short; and whether it be 
from sorrow or from pleasure, from want or from abun- 
dance, the division of death is at hand. 

But death is only a refuge from want. Its remedy is 
labour. If prudent counsels and patient industry come 
from men, good fortune will follow from heaven. The 
son of the righteous never yet came to want, unless he 
had first forgotten the instruction of bis father. How 
honourable is it to triumph over indigence by private 
exertion! How truiy independent is he, who owes his 
sustenance to nothing but his own hands, under the 
blessing of his own God? Poverty has lost half its ter- 
rer, now that I know, we have a refuge from it, and a 
remedy for it; and that it affects neither independence 
nor honour. I now think it may be borne, with all the 
sufferings which it threatens. But what are the migh- 
ty evils which it inflicts? It certainly diminishes the 
comforts of life; but should the soul be much dejected; 
because its partner fares poorly? Can coarse food and 
coarse raiment injure the mind? And if contumely 
should follow want, cannot the understanding support 
reproach, and the consciousness of rectitude contemn 
it? It is childish, petulant, and unworthy of an im- 
mortal spirit to find the hardships of poverty so heavy. 
The fear that we should not be able to supply the wants 
of those who depend on us, is not the worst fear; we 
dread still more a division from those we love; the 
chill of winter to those who have poor raiment and a 
scanty fire, is piercing enough, but the cold wind of 
ingratitude blows with more bitter vehemence, and it 
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that resting place we are hastening, and we shall soon 
be received there; the hours may roll slowly and wea- 
rily, yet they roll onwards; the sands of life are inces- 
santly ebbing; time grows short; and whether it be 
from sorrow or from pleasure, from want or from abun- 
dance, the division of death is at hand. 

But death is only a refuge from want. Its remedy is 
labour. If prudent counsels and patient industry come 
from men, good fortune will follow from heaven. The 
son of the righteous never yet came to want, unless he 
had first forgotten the instruction of his father. How 
honourable is it to triumph over indigence by private 
exertion! How truly independent is he, who owes his 
sustenance to nothing but his own hands, under the 
blessing of his own God? Poverty has lost half its ter- 
ror, now that I know, we have a refuge from it, and a 
remedy for it; and that it affects neither independence 
nor honour. I now think it may be borne, with all the 
sufferings which it threatens. But what are the migh- 
ty evils which it inflicts? It certainly diminishes the 
comforts of life; but should the soul be much dejected; 
because its partner fares poorly? Can coarse food and 
coarse raiment injure the mind? And if contumely 
should follow want, cannot the understanding support 
reproach, and the consciousness of rectitude contemn 
it? It is childish, petulant, and unworthy of an im- 
mortal spirit to find the hardships of poverty so heavy. 
The fear that we should not be able to supply the wants 
of those who depend on us, is not the worst fear; we 
dread stili more a division from those we love; the 
chill of winter to those who have poor raiment and a 
scanty fire, is piercing enough, but the cold wind of 
ingratitude blows with more bitter vehemence, and it 
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if borne up on the wings of wealth? Or is it that there 
are no pinions, which rise so heavily and flag so 
speedily as they? 

Even in public life, where wealth would seem to 
pave the way readily to distinction, many of those, 
whose names are repeated among the nations with re- 
verence and love, have been familiar with poverty. 
The rights of mankind have been asserted by the poor; 
the poor bore onward to its triumph the gospel of 
Christ. And who in modern times have changed the 
whole aspect of history and religion? Was it the rich 
with their treasures? the warriors with their armies? 
the princes with the revenue of nations at their com- 
mand? No! A _ new epoch was established, a new 
world was discovered, by a poor fisherman of Genoa; 
and a mendicant monk was the reformer of the Chris- 
tian Church, 


Poverty cannot then be so great an evil. It neither 
bars the way to usefulness nor honour; and however 
much it may detract from sensual pleasures, it does 
not interfere with the highest objects of existence. If 
men have dreaded it, as a demon attended by despair 
and misery, it does them no honour to have trembled 
so timidly before so impotent an adversary, 

We have thus far spoken of poverty as an evil which 
tries men’s souls; as an evil to be avoided, to be resist- 
ed, to be endured. 

Poverty may assist in forming the character to vir- 
tue. 

And here I especially intreat the patient attention 
of the rich; for every moral quality, incumbent on the 
poor, has its corresponding obligation for them. If 
contentment is a duty, even to the wretched, let the 
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would be pusillanimous; and as to the good we would 
do to others, we must be resigned to the limits which 
are set us. God will accept benevolent feelings and 
good desires. ‘The angels and the elements and all 
beings are hi# ministers; if we are employed but little 
in his service, we should not despond, but submit our- 
selves to his will, remembering, that they who stand 
at his altar in readiness to obey, will be honoured no 
less than those who speed at his bidding. 

But the poor not only cannot exercise charity; they 
receive benefactions. Let them cherish then the vir- 
tue of gratitude. All the blessings of life come from 
God; but come to us through different channels. They 
may be inherited; and then a peaceful recollection of 
the virtues of the departed may sanctify their use. Or 
a sufficiency may be acquired by private industry, and 
this is praiseworthy, if the desire of gain does not in- 
jure integrity. Or the bounties of heaven may be com- 
municated through the hands of benevolent fellow men; 
and to receive them thus is the privilege of the poor. 
The poor do receive benefactions from the rich. Men 
are not so selfish, as in moments of despondency we 
are apt to believe. Benevolence does dwell among 
them. ‘The fire of charity was kindled at the creation 
of man, and though it may sometimes have burnt dim- 
ly, it has never been extinguished. It is an eternal 
fire, and it never will be extinguished. Benevolence 
does its office cheerfully even where the result is un- 
certain; and he, who in youth aspires after knowledge, 
even though struggling against necessity, may hope, 
that.a benefactor will appear to raise him above the 
influence of narrow means, and wish him good speed 
in his journey through life. 
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The heart of the poor man turns gratefully to God. 
He becomes weaned from the world. His treasures 
are on high. His best hope is in immortality. To the 
opulent the grave may seem an enemy; to the poor it 
is a strong fortress against suffering. 

The grave is the shelter of poverty. They who 
have no place of refuge, will soon find one there. 
Amidst all distress and humiliation they must remem- 
ber, that they still have a country, where their names 
may be written foremost on the lists of citizenship. I 
speak of the city of God, where gold is not honoured, 
and where treasures are not gathered; the city of God, 
which is indeed a spiritual city; but if we will have 
images for our hopes, it is the city, where the palm 
will be given to patient sufferers, and the amaranth be 
woven into garlands for those, who have been purified 
by affliction. 

Thus it is that poverty reminds us of the instability 
of every thing in this world, and of the certainty of 
every thing in another. Bearing this in mind, can 
we not learn to support what the apostles endured 
before us, and what the Saviour of men endured before 
them? Is there any man so poor that he has no home? 
Jesus never had a home on earth. Is there any man 
so poor, that he has no shelter for the night? Though 
the foxes have holes. and the birds of the air have 
nests, Jesus had not where to lay his head. Is there 
any man so poor, that he cannot feel with his country? 
Had Jesus a country? Was it Bethlehem, where they 
would have slain his infancy, or Egypt which was but 
his place of refuge, or Jerusalem where they crucified 
him? Jesus had no country. Or, since the regard for 


the body still clings to every one, is there any man se 
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Inconsistency of Bishop Porteus. 6S 


seen his star in the east, and are come to worship 
him.? 9 

In the above passage, Mr. Editor, the elegant Lec- 
turer unequivocally and positively asserts that due 
homage was paid to Christ’s divinity by the embassy of 
the wise men,—an assertion which he fortifies by the 
quotation from Matthew in which the word worship 
occurs. [ must confess I was nota little astonished to 
see so respectable a man giving into the vulgar, but 
among critics the universally exploded error, with re- 
gard to the true signification of worship in this and 
many other scriptural passages. However, this re- 
mark is but by the way. My main object now 1s 
something else. 

Having asserted, as we have just seen, that due 
homage was paid to Christ’s divinity by that very sin- 
gular embassy, he does not proceed eight pages before 
he commits himself with the following signal passage, 
which is as remarkable indeed for its true criticism, 
as the former is for just the reverse. 

‘¢When the wise men came into the house, and saw 
the child, they fell down and worshipped him, that is, 
bowed and prostrated themselves before him, in the 
eastern manner of doing obeisance to kings. Whether 
they designed also paying him religious adoration, or 
how distinct a knowledge had been given them of the 
nature and rank of the Saviour ofthe world, we cannot 
say.” Page 42. 

How is this? In the former passage, there is no- 
thing like this hesitance, and modest profession of 
ignorance, but it is affirmed without the least qualifica- 
tion that the wise mes paid due homage to Christ’s 
divinity. But here, the author *‘cannot say whether 
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Inconsistency of Bishop Porteus. 65 


second chapter of Matthew in the confident belief that 
the worship paid by the wise men to Jesus was of a 
similar nature with the religious adoration offered by 
pious men to the invisible Creator—It was under this 
impression that I conceive ke must have inadvertently 
written the first passage before quoted. But in look- 
ing among his commentators for some further illustra- 
tions of this perplexing subject of the Magian visit, he 
must full soon have somewhere lighted upon more cor- 
rect representations of that very inferior kind of 
worship, or as Johnson defines it, civil reverence, which 
was paid to Jesus. In this way, therefore, 1 would 
accuunt for the introduction of the second and unex- 
ceptionable passage given above. In this opinion I 
am the more confirmed, by observing a few pages for- 
ward, the following very just remarks, which | quote 
not only for my present purpose, but for the general 
scriptural instruction of your readers. 

‘The manner in which these wise men approached 
our Lord is precisely that in which the people always 
addressed themselves to men of high rank and dignity. 

‘‘They worshipped him; that is, they prostrated 
themselves to the ground betore him, which we know 
was then and still is the custom of those countries. 

‘*They offered presents to him; and it is well known, 
that without a present no great man was at that time, 
or is now, approached.” 

Should any of your readers wonder how all these pas- 
sages quoted from Bishop Porteus in -this communica- 
tion, could come from the pen of one man, and that 
too in the course of a single Lecture, 1 am sure he 
only shares the astonishment of G. 
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Ordination Exercises at Biddeford. 67 


Christ was their judge,—therefore, they should live in peace; their 
fraternity should not be disturbed.” 


After some remarks on the value of the rights of 
conscience, the preacher observes, that if they are ‘‘a 
good, which we must neither deny to others, nor fail 
to exercise ourselves, we must exercise them in such a 
manner, as to afford no just occasion for reproach.” 
He then says, that while ‘‘there are some respects, in 
which it would be impossible for the most conscientious 
Christians to avoid suspicion and censure, there are 
others, in which they are able and bound to avoid 
them.”? ‘These two classes of circumstances form the 
divisions of his discourse, under which he presents us 
with some illustrations and rules applicable to each. 
The following are very just observations, un the unde- 
served and unmeaning censure to which liberal Chris- 


tians are exposed, on account of the value which they 
place on the offices of reason. 


‘*Do you say, that revelation addresses you as rational beings; that 
religion is a reasonable service; that Christ appealed to the under- 
standings of his hearers, declaring, that, if they were blind, they 
should have no sin? Do you say the first step in religion, the dis- 
covery of a God, must be made by an intelligent consideration of his 
works; that the second also, ascertaining the sacred origin of the 
volume, we denominate the Bible, requires not only intelligence and 
reasoning, but learning also; and as to the third step, the interpreta- 
tion of the seriptures, do you ada that without the constant exercise 
of judgment we should fill them with contradictions and absurdities? 
Sound as the doctrine is, that we must use our reason in religion, it 
is almost unavoidable, that some should regard it with suspicion; and 
some of that class, too, who have no disposition to be censorious. 
They will be Jiable to fear, or will be subject to be told, that you 
mean by reason, something paramount to revelation; that you intend 
to set up the suggestions of your minds against the authority of 
Christ. When so far from failing in reverence to his word, your only 
object is to discover its import, which is to be done, as you conceive, 
by explaining it as other books are required to be explained; clearing 
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Anecdotes of the late Rev. Elhanan Winchester. 69 


country, in its own majestic independence, and heavenly wisdom, 
seeks to associate, in entire and friendly fellowship, with all, who 
bear the impress of the Saviour. The light of its own countenance 
reflects a radiance on others. Even as iron sharpeneth iron, so does 
the face of a man, with a christian spirit, enlighten the countenance 
of his friend. True christian love is not an evanescent principle. It 
cousumes not in the intenseness of its own heat; the floods cannot 
quench it; time caunot dissolve it; death only hastens its consumma- 
tion in the heavens.” 

If the dominion of religious charity is not strength- 
ened by the inculcation of sentiments like these, we 
shall begin to doubt whether she was ever intended for 
an inhabitant of this quarrelsome world. But the very 
expression of these sentiments is the best encourage- 
ment to the contrary. We hear them uttered every 
day with a still louder voice, and from an increasing 
multitude of the faithful; and we are therefore sure 

a 
that their power is incréasing, and that ignorance and 
fanaticism will gradually recede from before them. 


Anecdotes of the late Rev. Elhanan Winchester. 


Turis gentleman was justly esteemed as a_ highly 
estimable person, and his popularity as a preacher is 
well known to many in this country. He was a Uni- 
versalist by profession, and was well able to illustrate 
and defend his views of religion. - He was a believer 
in the punishment of the: wicked after the resurrection, 
but he held that this punishment will not be eternal, 
the great object for which it will be inflicted by our 
wise and merciful Father in heaven being the benefit 
of the sufferer; consequently, that, as regarded each 
individual, his sufferings will be at an end when his 
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that the person who put such a question was weak and 
narrow minded, instead of giving an immediate and 
direct answer, I said to him, my friend, before I make 
any reply I must know what you mean by a Socinian. 
As he appeared to hesitate, I proceeded thus. Do 
Socinians believe that Jesus is the Messiah? he an- 
swered, O yes, they believe this, but they deny that he 
is God, equal with the Father. I further asked, do 
they believe that God raised him from the dead? he 
promptly rejoined, they believe aad lay great stress on 
his resurrection, and often dwell on it; but they do not 
believe in the great doctrine of his atonement. To 
this [ answered, recurring to the question he had put 
tome, ‘**whether I thought it possible that a Socinian 
could be saved?” it is of little consequence what my 
opinion is on this subject, but I can give you the opin- 
ion of the Apostle Paul respecting persons who ac- 
knowledge that Jesus is the Christ, and who believe 
that God raised him from the dead. ‘‘If thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall be- 
lieve in thine heart that God hati raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.” Rom. x 9. Now, as you 
have admitted that Socinians believe both these truths, 
it necessarily follows, agreeably to the decision of 
Paul, that, provided their conduct correspond with 
their profession, they shall ‘‘be saved.” 

It is of importance to bear in mind, in order fully 
to estimate the liberal spirit of Mr. Winchester, that 
he was himself a believer in the deity and atonement 
of Christ; but he did not venture to limit the mercy 
of God to those who were like-minded, nor to utter 








jo 
jo 
oy 


at 
ed 
1 
By 
ap 
at | 
109 
2d 
uy 
101 
ido 
109 

0} 
1} 
|9q 
sit] 
od 


JU} 
SI 
MS 


OS 


cue 


a 
1eU 


vt} 


SuUIMOUY “poavs oq pynod uvlu190g v Jey} a]qQIssod 
q1 14Snoy T AayaYyM,, ‘ay piles (.Spayse adu0 sEM Jy, 
‘JauueM avtynoed siy ut Sarqussod se yonut se ‘payimjap 
9q MOU [[IM YOIyA “yUapPIOUL Surmoypoy ayy pazepes oy 
‘UOUIIS SITY JO SINOD dy} UT SuooUJae AepuNg sug 
‘ssoddiysiom jo Ajquiasse snosawnau 
@ Suowe uensiug ayeaud e se Surseadde Cjduus usyar 
yonpuos siy Aq se ‘*z1djnd oy) ur aSenSuey sty Aq 
[[9M SB SUISIOITOYPD SIY PAMOAR Ja}soyoUI AA “APA ING 
‘paory ar9q) se umo Ayyenba 
ayy woyam pure ‘aspaymouyoe je Aayz aaoy asoym Jo 
SSOU}RIIS OY} YS JO YVap dy} Surjeaqayao ut ajiun 
jOU pjnoys suvIIeIULLy puke sueeziug AYyM Uostas ou 
sea asayy Suormido sty ut ‘e243 Sutmoys Apatyqnd sayy 
Syoojund sajsayour yy “apy yoym fo ssaddng s,pasory ayy 
Podld}SIUlMIpe SuusOW awes oy} pue SusIUBIIRTIUG JO 
UONLIIPUIA UL IsANOdsIp B pasaatfap AaTsolg “1G ‘pap 
-NJOUOD UIEq PRY UOIR[PAcy auULAI, Jo SsadUapIA ayy 
UO SaIN}I2{ Iq} Jay “*papuaije skemye s9}s9yoUT AL 
“I uoya ‘ssurasom Aepang ao poysevaad Aaysaug “ig 
“TIISTULW JY} OUI PLY} FL SBM JazsoyoUL yy “APA YOuNyo 
yorym jo Seiydyopeyiyg jo younydg (sistpesuaalug eq) 
Ul $9.1N}da7y JO asinod & pasaarap Aapysaug sq je] ayy 
‘9621 ‘tady pue Syoueyy SArenaiqag jo syjuow ay} uy 
"SSOU}IM 
B SUM JT YOM JO $}Ov}y OM} O7RIAI 0} BUI MOTTE *AjITe 
-Jaqly sity Jo suaumdeds sy *yesaqyy Ayn sem yids 
sity ynq fxopoyys0 payjeo Ayyensn aiv yeym ‘paaarjaq 
St} fadaM “Ys1uyQ JO YQVap pue uosaad ay} Sunoeds 
-a1 Ajrejnonaed ‘sordo} saqjo uo sjuaMIUAS s,19}s949 
-UTAA “APL ¢°SSPUSNODIYSIA JO JUBAIaS B BWIODEq [[eYS 
oy SUIS MOTIF JdIJ APRUI Sureq,, Susy Ssp10M Jay}0 UL 
‘panpqns suorssed 149 Siy pUe pd}deI1109 aIv szIqeYy peq 


“agsayour gy, UDUDYLA ‘aay ayo) ays JO sajopaauye OL 








THE 


UNITARIAN WUISCBRLLANY 


AND 


CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 








_-— 


No. XLIII.} JULY, 1824. (Vol. VI. 








Religious Dissipation. 


Ture are many people who are never easy unless 
they are attending some religious assembly; hearing a 
sermon, a lecture, or a prayer; going about to all 
kinds of missionary meetings, and all sorts of clerical 
conventions; receiving exhortations, and perhaps 
making them; listening to the recital of experiences, 
and then in turn reciting their own; crowding round a 
show of Cherokee children, or conversing with a con- 
vert from New Zealand; never easy, in fact, unless 
while they are trespassing on their real duties, by the 
fruitless performance of imaginary ones. They must 
have the bell of the meeting-house rung every other 
day, and the doors of the school-house opened every 
other night; but their own house may take care of it- 
self. The Choctaw youth must be attended to, it~ 
would be a sin to neglect them; but in the mean-time 
their own offspring are ruaning wild, and makimg ra- 
pid advances toward a state of barbarism, or, which is. 
still worse, by being obliged to.go: through the same 
round of, to them, insufferably tedious ceremonies, are 


- 
é 








uno! 


11s 
pid 
NIU} 
nom 
3128 
9430 
Aep 
ABU 
naj 
TYAN 
IDA 
OUS 
pue 
jeu 
uod 


ary 


19s 
ou} 


‘ON 


| 


4.08 
pear ‘248 soy Syyoy aur “zsanb peas ‘gsanF aoy ‘yyy aur ‘gcz% aded 
‘auinjoa arues §£ja0d yo aoard oy up “uo “Ap “AOY pvad S077 
“A *AOY 10y Sug OUT, fouINjoA ysey Jo OFZ osed UM ‘V4vVUUG 


‘Ade “) UYOr “Ady ay} st Spuvissspun aM ‘1071pa Sut 
-70¥ ayy, “A119 7eY? Jo UsUIASAaz9 Vy} Jo SUOT|NgIIVUOD 
ay} Aq pajtoddns Ajyedioud st pue *yja10aq AQ 
Aq uojsog ut paysyqnd st ‘piom spo, jo Suruevou 
ani} ay} OUT saatinbur pue ‘suvNsuyg peonoead [je 07 
pusuiumosas AjSu0sjs aa YM SYIOM SLY —' szuemg ay7 
0] pasaayap auo yy ay Spapjjue Sueullas s.1949 
-29g ‘AQ JO SAaquInu 48.14 94} UL SMatAas ayy URY) J9}10q 
2q pjnod Suipon “juajjeoxe Ay;quyseuias aie sasquinu 
asay} Ul Sapd1jAe VyYy *19}}0q pu sazTYyA st aaded ayy 
pur ‘1amospuey st afed ay) Savayo asow pue 1as1e] St 
adX} ayy, *19};0q 94} 10} paSuvys yonut ov S1dAaMoY 
‘yooq ay} jo aduvivadde pue wuoy ayy, ‘sapdrourd 
aulvs 94} UO put SuomajUas sues ayy Aq paloNpUOD 
Suioq ..SMotAsy [Rosojooyy, pue ajdisiqg ueysiuyg,, 
ay} JO Salsas Mau B Sursnaswutos se pasapisuos aq Leu 
Yo ( MOTAOY «peoSojooy sf, pue J9MIMIeXG URysIUYg 
PULs> JO SlaquNU jssy OM} DY} PAAladAI BABY TAL 


HUN UDYSWUYD IL» 


‘Le ‘yuiey jo sjutod 
uo jyesuIy moi parayip ayy Ayaptm adaamoy ‘A441 
-UBI}SIUYD Jo S1OSsajoud aidduIs Aue jsuleSe semMay EUR 


“MIUIUNLT UDYSUYD 3Y, ZT G4 





Religious Dissipation. 75 


or deacons, or heads of the parish, but are compelled 
to go home in the returning throng of men, women, 
and children, and pass their thresholds in quietness, 
and sit down to their Bibles in silence, and, if possi- 
ble, with humility. This will not do at all; there is 
no relish, no savour, in it; nothing to lift up the hearts 
of little men, or satisfy the greedy self consequence ot 
bustling and insignificant women. But at a conference 
meeting, a prayer meeting, or an inquiry meeting, 
held by a select number, at an unusual season, or in 
an unusual place, the scene is reversed, and they can 
make themselves of some importance. The spell of 
silence is taken off, and they can display their acquire- 
ments and their acuteness, and can handle the most 
knotty points of divinity without the least symptom of 
fear or modesty, and can measure their spiritual growth 
with much apparent meekness, and confess the vileness 
of their nature, and the enormity of their sins, with 
much real pride, and while they are calling themselves 
worms, mean all the time that they are the chosen of 
God’s creatures. ‘In the multitude of dreams, and 
many words,” says the wise man, ‘‘there are also di- 
vers vanities.” It is no small thing for those, who 
could never have hoped for distinction in any other 
way, to be accounted in their neighbourhood cunning 
expounders of Scripture, or astonishingly gifted in 
prayer, or fearful wrestlers with Satan. And even if 
they do not happen to possess any great flow of words, 
or store of superficial knowledge, they can at least be 
gratified by the personal attentions of the minister, and 
gain considerable credit for unusual piety, and re- 
markable absorption in heavenly things. Now in the 
common concerns of life vanity is bad enough, but 
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Calvinism; and that vanity is more appropriately em- 
ployed in arranging a party to a watering place, than 
in appointing a mission to the Indies. But folly would 
hardly be folly, if it always kept within its own proper 
department; and therefore, among the rest of its ex- 
cursions, it has intruded into the domains of religion; 
and there it walks about with a demure gait and a 
lengthened face,—which are circumstances, by the 
bye, that prove it to be a stranger—but still with the 
same heart, and the same disposition, and the same 
spirit, with which it danced among the vanities in the 
haunts of worldly pleasure, and joined its voice to the 
wild chorus of merriment and riot. 

A third motive is the idea which many entertain, 
that there is a positive merit in attending religious 
meetings, apart from the instruction which they may 
afford. They imagine that this scrupulous and inces- 
sant attendance will atone for other negligences, and 
fill up some ugly blanks in their moral deportment; 
and that therefore it is a prudent thing for them to 
compound for duties with ceremonies, and divert the 
scrutiny of conscience and of Heaven from the sub- 
stance to the shadow of piety. And they sit hour after 
hour, and join in the various exercises of devotion, in 
the hope of divesting themselves of a burthen of anxiety 
which in spite of themselves lies heavily on their minds, 
and of compromising a question between holiness and 
the forms of holiness, which in truth, admits of no 
compromise. They cherish a deception, and a self- 
deception; and they will not be undeceived, because 
their prejudices oppose all rational views of the real 
objects of worship, and because their hopes urge them 
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They entertain the idea, as it seems to me, that they 
cannot be properly religious, nor perform the proper 
acts of religion, except when they are attending on its 
stated ministrations. They are not aware that religion 
loves the fire-side as well as the altar, and leads us to 
the latter, principally that we may be taught to esti- 
mate the joys and discharge the duties of the former. 
They divorce religion from morality, and devotion from 
holiness, without considering that they are only beau- 
tiful in union. They see not that by giving too much 
time to the means of grace, they may neglect their end, 
and sin against God in the house of God. The eye of 
Heaven rests as complacently on the family circle, as 
on the congregation of worshippers; and the congrega- 
tion have worshipped in vain, if they do not return bet- 
ter fathers and mothers, sons and daughters, husbands 
and wives, brothers and sisters, than they went; and 
worse than in vain, if while joining in prayer, or lis- 
tening to an exhortation, their domestic arrangements 
have been disturbed, and the beings who depended on 
their care have suffered for the want of it. The duties 
which are nearest to us, are those which are to be first 
discharged; the persons who are immediately connect- 
ed with us have the earliest and the strongest claims 
on our attention, for if we do not attend to them, who 
will? and why did God place them under our protec- 
tion, or give them a right to our service, if he did not 
mean that we should protect and serve them? There 
is one day in seven set apart for public worship. Is it 
not enough? Who shall ask Him who appointed the 
Sabbath, why he did not ordain its more frequent re- 
currence? It is enough. It is enough for public in- 
struction and social devotion. Let family or private 

















a 


me Vi VY 


ee ee ee 


— 


od 


Se 


*guoissaid 
“UT UdYe}SIUL WOIy spadd0id yONpUOD Alay} Jey} UOWdIA 
-uood Lum dn vai youuvd | pur ‘sMata snoauol1d 2134} 
jUIWT JNg JouUVD F—uUWaY} yoedse1 Ajai90UIs ysOW OP F 
pue—suosied yons jo sSurjay ay} yoadsea Avm y yon 
JIAVMOPT ‘pox Jo 7ySis oy} ur Suisvayd jpom si yey 
Surwsojied oie puv ‘Aynp yenjzoe pue ysry v ur pesesue 
aie Vy} 3eY} UOIseNsied oy} WoJy Os Op SuOISI]O4 YAAK 
P9}DIUUOD SASIIIIX9 PUL SaT|quIISSe SNOLIVA JY} UO PITAL 
Ajsnonpisse os oym asoyy jo Auvew Asda yey} O1Ns We 
[ ‘seanjou soind Aq pazenzoe o1e siayjO yey} pao] 
-]v davy y yg “yaosap Auv way} 10J wWIe]d [IA VsuIS 
pooS jo uosiod ou pue faouanyur pue 29U0}stxe J18Y} 
Auap |] uoneasasqo jo uosuad oN ‘uOKOARp opis 
-JNO 0} ISI VAIS YOIYA SIATIOUL JY} JO BWOS JIB YONG 
"SSOUIZL] N9Y} 10} VUe}aId & UOISI]9I Suryeu soy 
popuswmuios Ajaejnoyaed aq 07 suvow ou Aq aie oy yng 
*$}901}8 94} Ul SuLa}UNeS JO BWOY 7 SuI[jO] se yoINyo 
ye oq [yom se Avur faans oq 07 Soya ‘sao]pt penziids 
aiv Ayy, ‘owiy-Suidaajs ynoqe Suiig pur ‘sanoy a2 
AVMV IVIM 0} S19Y}0UB 0} pIdjnd suo Woy pu ‘SuyjsdduI 
Aunbut uv 0} Suysew-safvad v wos weor ouy, “jp 
-319 9WOS IWIM Jng *ydRordas ynoyyIM A[UO you flay; 3 
jO pir yzaS ues Avy} asnedeq fasnoy Suyjsow & UI Yo I 
MOY} pur os Lay? pure Sway} uodn zyS1om v ayt] Sut] 
oui} ay} aay Aayy, “yuawAojdwa yor] saa0u pynoys 
am ‘Ajnp ino ][v op 0} pasodsip o19M 9A JI 10J—Op 770m 
Aa} 7eyI es]a Suryjou st a19y} asnvsaq ‘Avs 07 st 3ey} 
—OPp 0} asja Suryjou savy Lay} asnvdeq Saoua10JU0D pur 
‘aanjoay *yoanyo 0} SuioS sXemje aie ejdoad awog 
"SIBIJ ILBY} SAYSIeS 
Ajdeays os yorym Ssaouvasasqo jo ournoa ev ansind 0} 


‘uoyndissyy snowsyagy ‘ 


Ui 
Cam 








( 81 ) 


Our Ignorance of what is Best for us. 


Comptaints of human ignorance have been common 
in all ages. The poets of antiquity, who were the 
historians and moralists of the people, often feelingly 
uttered them. They are found in all writers, who have 
left us reflections on life. ‘*Who knoweth,” asks 
Solomon, in beautiful and impressive language, ‘‘what 
is good for a man all the days of his vain life, which he 
spendeth as a shadow?” We are, in fact, surrounded 
with darkness. We are ignorant not merely of that 
which is remote, and in no way concerns us, but of 
much which is near and about us, much with which, it 
would seem, we ought to be familiar—ignorant of our- 
selves, and of what is best for us. What is more, this 
ignorance admits of no remedy on this side the grave. 
We must bear it with us to the tomb. 

Such may be pronounced, at first view, a melancholy 
picture of human nature. It may appear most of all 
things unfortunate for us to be ignorant of what is good 
for us all the days of this vain life, which we pass as 
a shadow. What greater calamity, it may be asked, 
than not to know what contributes to our happiness, 
and what may occasion our misery? Yet nothing te 
more true, than that what men desire as a good is often 
found to be an evil, and what they fly from as an evil 
becomes productive of good. Their wishes are traitors 
to their happiness. No greater misfortune could hap- 
pen to them, than that the expectations they indulge 
should be answered, and the cup they would reject as 
distasteful should be removed. 
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er it may call forth virtues im us, which will more than 
compensate for the evils that attend our lot. 

Our ,|hapyiness depends less on the incidents which 
may happen to us, than upon the temper and feelings 
which we constantly carry withus. <A perfect indiffer- 
ence to what is taking place around us, is stoicism, 
neither to be expected nor wished for. Still it is true, 
that every wise and every virtuous man has a happi- 
ness in some measure independent of any thing without 
himself—a happiness arising from disposition, from a 
proper state of the feelings, affections, views, tastes, 
and hapits. 

The incidents, that occur to us, derive their impor- 
tance chiefly from the effect they may have on the un- 
derstanding, temper, and life. That situation is on 
the whole best for us, which, all circumstances taken 
into view, is adapted to make us the best men—to 
cause us always to think and feel as we ought, to lead 
lives of the greatest usefulness—adapted to call forth 
and strengthen the greatest number of the best quali- 
ties—in a word, that which tends most to refine and 
elevate our weak and imperfect natures. We are too 
ignorant of ourselves to determine what condition will 
most effectually answer this end. We are incapable 
of judging well of the force of temptation and strength 
of motives and excitements. Had we the power of 
choosing, we might place ourselves in scenes, which 
might be fatal to our virtue and peace. 

We would have ease, fortune, preferment, the friend- 
ship of the world. But are we certain that we may 
not be better without them? Are we sure that they 
might not corrupt us? Do we know that we should 
withstand the temptations they bring with them? Is 
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degradation of mind, diseased or gross tastes, intem- 
perate indulgence, and final grief and melancholy. 

We would shun adversity; we would be free from 
hardship, from the necessity of labour and care, from 
sickness, disappointment, and sorrow. But can we 
look forward far enough to be certain that they may 
not be attended with the happiest consequences? Are 
we sure that they may not be necessary to a healthy 
state of moral feeling? Do we not want them to chas- 
ten our pride, to cure our thoughtlessness; to disen- 
chant us from the world, to teach us where to seek our 
happiness, to make us perceive the full value of the 
joys, the consolations and hopes of virtue, and the real 
vanity and emptiness of worldly pleasures and pursuits? 
May not the employments, to which our situation calls 
us, and the dispositions and train of thought it is fitted 
to produce, contribute to render us more wise and 
virtuous, more truly friends to ourselves, and greater 
benefactors to others, than we should be without them? 
May not our temper be mended, our desires rectified, 
our moral tastes formed, so that the evils of our con- 
dition may be, on the whole, outweighed by the good 
produced by them? 

Misfortune often instructs us more effectually than 
any thing else. Affliction and adversity are the soil of 
virtue. ‘They bring down our pride to the dust; they 
make the heart tender; they cause us to remember our 
mortality and weakness, and to apply our: thoughts to 
wisdom. They almost necessarily have the effect of 
pruning off our vices, and adding to the number and 
richness of our virtues. They are stern monitors, but 
not sterner than are needed to deter or recall us from 


folly. 
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They have cause to the last to reflect, that it was good 
for them that they were afflicted. 

With regard to our knowledge of what is best for us, 
we all in many respects resemble children. We do 
not perceive at once the full benefit of the checks and 
excitements which are furnished by the situation in 
which we find ourselves placed, because we cannot 
look forward to their effects. and are ignorant of the 
consequences, which would have followed had they 
never been fel+. Time and observation do something 
to instruct us; the sick and dying bed more. The 
near approach of dissoiution leads us to regard the 
wealth, the honours, titles, and pageantry of the world, 
as they deserve. When about to leave the earth and 
enter on an unknown scene, what are the occurrences 
upon which we shall look back with most satisfaction? 
Is it those, which have contributed to aggrandizement 
and ease? those which have procured us the flattery 
and homage of the unthinking and dissolute? those 
which have diverted our thoughts from ourselves? 
elated us with pride? filled our cups with mirth? Is it 
those, which have ministered to luxury, to ostentation, 
and vain display?—Or is it those which have bowed 
down our stubborn hearts? silenced the tongue of flat- 
tery? called home our thoughts? brought a remedy to 
carelessness? those which have caused us to reflect on 
our condition, contributed to make us keep the future 
in view, and live always prepared for death? Possibly 
the evils, which appeared at the time most difficult to 
be borne, may be then looked back upon as the great- 
est good it has fallen to our lot to receive. What we 
regarded as the. darkest passages of our life may 
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fluence of uninterrupted prosperity, of riches, of popu- 
lar favour and applause. A person, who is thus im- 
pressed will be patient under the hardships and evils 
of life. His happiness will not be poisoned by inci- 
dents which affect only his estates, honours, pleasures. 
He will not think, when called to resign a greater part 
of the ‘objects of human pride and ambition;” to give 
up titles, decorations, and power, so much doted on 
by the multitude; to relinquish wealth, that ‘‘general 
idol, which has a temple in almost every house, an al- 
tar in every heart;”’ to sacrifice temporary convenien- 
ces and selfish gratifications so much valued and sought; 
that he parts with any thing, which is properly his 
own—that his real dignity and worth are lessened— 
that he has much cause for lamentation, or any for 
effeminate complaint. He is robbed only of what is 
foreign to him; he has dropped what is often but an 
incumbrance and impediment of virtue; his absolute 
merit, in fact, only becomes more conspicuous. 

We know not what scenes and incidents may minis- 
ter most to our happiness. Let us then preserve our 
integrity, and act uprightly, and feel no solicitude about 
the consequences. Let our ignorance of the good or 
evil of our lot teach us to place our affections on that 
which is capable of affording solid and lasting content- 
ment—on goods, which do not perish in using, which 
time cannot corrupt, nor accident destroy, which bring 
with them no temptations or dangers, which are enjoy- 
ed without apprehension of satiety or disgust. That 
virtue is an essential, positive, and lasting good, and 
vice an essential and bitter evil, there can be no doubt. 
The former can never, under any circumstances, be- 
come areal evil, nor the latter a real good. Virtue 
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ple who are in the habit of going there to drink. The 
brute creation it never molests. They avoid it with 
the same instinct that teaches the animals of Peru to 
shun the deadly Coya. 

Several of these reptiles have long infested our set- 
tlements, to the misery and destruction of many of our 
fellow citizens.—I have, therefore, had frequent op- 
portunities of being the melancholy spectator of the 
effects produced by the subtle poison which this worm 
infuses. 

The symptoms of its bite are terrible-—The eyes of 
the patient become red and fiery, his tongue swells to 
an immoderate size and obstructs his utterance, and 
delirium of the most horrid character quickly follows. 
Sometimes in his madness, he attempts the destruc- 
tion of his nearest friends. If the sufferer has a fami- 
ly, his weeping wife and helpless infants are not un- 
frequently the objects of his frantic fury—in a word, 
he exhibits to the life all the detestable passions that 
rankle in the bosom of a savage, and such is the spell 
in which his senses are locked, that no sooner has the 
unhappy patient recovered from the paroxysm of in- 
sanity, occasioned by the bite, than he seeks out the 
destroyer for the sole purpose of being bitten again. 

I have seen a good old father, his locks as white as 
snow, his steps slow and trembling, beg in vain of his 
only son to quit the lurking place of the worm. My 
heart bled when he turned away, for I knew the fond 
hope that his son would be the ‘‘staff of his declining 
years,” had supported him through many a sorrow. 

Youths of Missouri, would you know the name of 
this reptile? It is called the Horm of the Still. 
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Thacher’s Sermons. 


In February last, Wells and Lilly published a volume 
of Sermons by the late Rev. S. C. Thacher, of Boston, 
with a Memoir of the author, by the Rev. F. W. P. 
Greenwood. We are ready to declare, without hesita- 
tion, that we think it the best collection of family ser- 
mons, for its size, with which we are acquainted. The 
discourses are written in a style which is at once ele- 
gant and perspicuous; they present highly interesting 
views of each subject discussed; they do not fatigue 
attention by their length, occupying about twelve 
octavo pages each; and they inculcate a pure and 
sound morality, founded on a rational christian faith. 
Our readers will perceive that the sermons selected 
are on the most important topics, from the list of con- 
tents which we subjoin; and also that attention has 
been paid to their arrangement according to their 
subjects. 

On early piety; on the necessity of a religious prin- 
ciple of action; on the government of the thoughts; 
transient resolution; love to our neighbour; the chris- 
tian law of retaliation; on humility; on honesty; on 
contentment; the originality of the christian system 
an argument for its divinity; saving faith; rules for the 
study of the Scriptures; on the book of Job; on the 
sources of sin in the human constitution; on original 
sin; on the unity of God; on the influence of the fe- 
male character on society; on leaving the old church; 
on the dedication of the new church;—to which ser- 
mons is added a dissertation, on the kind and degree of 
evidence necessary to establish the doctrine of the 
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a little and narrow and feeble mind; and is not hu- : 
mility alone the truly noble, the truly generous and 4 
sublime quality? be 
‘¢There is this farther proof of the superior elevation 
of the humble man. The man of pride, with all his 
i affected contempt of the world, must evidently esti- 
mate it very highly; else whence so much complacen- Pa 
cy at the idea of surpassing others? Whence that 
restless desire of distinction, that passion for theatrical 
display, which inflames his heart and occupies his | 
whole attention? Why is it that his strongest motive 


ae ML eee? 


to good actions is their notoriety, and that he considers ? 
. every worthy deed as lost, when it is not publickly We 
displayed? It is only because the world, and the fy 
world’s applause are every thing to him; and that he a 
cannot live but on the breath of popular favour. But 1 
the humble man, with all his real lowliness, has yet at 
risen above the world. He looks for that honour which y 
cometh down from on high, and the whispers of world- 
ly praise die away upon his ear. When his thoughts , | 
return from the contemplation of the infinite excel- oa 
lence of God and the future glories of virtue, the ob- 


jects of this life appear reduced in their importance; 
in the same way, as the landscape around appears lit- 
tle and low to him, whose eye has been long directed 
to the sulemn grandeur and wide magnificence of the t 
starry heavens | appeal to you, my friends, to decide ; | 
on the comparative dignity of the characters of the iy 
proud and the humble man. [ call on you to say, | 
whether our blessed Master has given to humility too 
high a rank in the scale of excellence.” 

From those sermons which have a controversial 
bearing, we quote some remarks on what is usually 
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and most wisely and truly answered, in the account 
which is given us of the Fall of our first parents. We 
there see that the state of man was originally a state 
of unmingled happiness and exemption from death. 
The fairest possible experiment was made,—not in- 
deed, to satisfy the omniscient Creator, but to justify 
his ways to our minds. The man was placed in bowers 
of perfect bliss. The earth, unsolicited, brought forth 
her fairest and richest products, asking of him only to 
direct and prune her luxuriant abundance. Every gale 
wafted fragrance to him, every flower shed for him 
‘odorous sweets,’ every tree bent with balmy and am- 
brosial fruits, inspiring him with health and joy. All 
was peace and universal love; and, if the nature of 
man could have been trusted with perfect happiness 
and immortal life on earth, they were now within his 
reach. But it was soon seen that this was too much 
for a being so limited and imperfect. Man, being in 
honour, did not abide. He could not bear unmingled 
ease and prosperity. His desires passed the bounds of 
moderation. He fell from his innocence. He violated 
the divine command. 

‘‘There, then, it was for ever demonstrated, that 
such a being as man, at his best estate on earth, is not 
capable of enduring unalloyed prosperity. He will 
infallibly abuse it. He needs adversity, ‘the tamer of 
the human breast,’ the ‘stern dnd rugged’ but faithful 
nurse of virtue. He needs toil and pain and sorrow. 
Nay, all this is not enough to restrain the torrent of 
human passion. He needs prata—that mysterious 
and terrible corrective of sin. He needs to know that 
his career on earth is bounded; that his days have their 
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actually led captive by it. Not one word is uttered, in 
the original sentence on Adam, of any depravation of 
our constitution in consequence of his offence. No 
malediction was poured on the nature of his hapless 
children by our most merciful and equitable Creator. 
Labour, suffering, and death were indeed allotted to 
him, and with him to all his sons. But we find nothing 
more than that. Not one word of that most terrific sen- 
timent, that the frailty of one man is punished by per- 
petually and totally corrupting the souls of all his 
innocent descendants, and while thus born incapable 
of good, dooming them to eternal and remediless woe. 

‘‘So far from this, the mercy of our God beams forth 
in all its brightness, even when he denounces the pen- 
alty of his violated law. Never does he appear more 
truly to be the tender and compassionate Father of our 
race. He inflicts indeed, upon man, the necessity of 
perpetual labour; but labour, though thus the child of 
sin, he means should be the mother of virtue and of 
happiness. Suffering too is denounced. But it is still 
designed as the minister of good to man. It is meant 
to soften the rigour ‘of his heart, to melt it to penitence, 
and bring him back to God. And even the sentence 
of death, full of terrors, as it must always be, was mi- 
tigated to the first pair, at the moment it was uttered, 
by the promise, that ‘ie seed of the woman should 
bruise the serpent’s head. And blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we now know 
that even then a ransom was providing from its power, 
and that a glorious plan of redemption was formed, 
which was to lead captivity captive, to reconcile the 
world to God, and unfold life and immortality to all 
the faithful followers of Jesus. 
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relation to the admission of persons to the Lord’s table. 
On these accounts, an attempt will now be made to an- 
swer the question at the head of this article; and as 
the subject is involved in some degree of obscurity, the 
candour, as well as the attention of your readers, is 
respectfully solicited. 

The institution of the Lord’s supper has been re- 
corded by Matthew, Mark, and Luke, but neither of 
these Evangelists has mentioned the departure of Ju- 
das Iscariot from the supper table; if therefore we had 
no other history of what then took place, the inevitable 
conclusion would be, that Judas Iscariot did partake 
of the Zord’s supper, as well as of the Paschal supper. 
This, however, is not the case; for the Evangelist John 
has given a more circumstantial account of what pass- 
ed at the supper table than either of the other Evange- 
lists had done; it is from Aim we learn that Judas Is- 
cariot abruptly left the company, but as John has 
neither mentioned the institution of the Lord’s supper, 
nor made any reference to its institution, the time of 
the withdrawing of Judas [scariot can only be ascer- 
tained by a comparison of John’s account with the 
narratives of the other Evangelists. Had these wri- 
ters been uniform in relating the order of events at the 
last passover which our Lord celebrated with his apos- 
tles, no difficulty could have arisen—but this is not so. 
It therefore becomes a question, which of the different- 
ly arranged narratives we are to adopt; and all seriously 
disposed persons will feel it to be their duty to form 
their opinion, with a due respect to the sacred histo- 
rians. 

John has sufficiently intimated the cause of the de- 
parture of Judas Iscariot. Previously to this, our Lord 
Q* 
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list, it was after he had taken the cup, that he said, 
‘sthe hand of him that betrayeth me is with me on the 
table.” That evangelist also states that the cup was 
taken by our Lord after supper; and, according to the 
common translation of John xiii. 2, supper was ended) 
it was subsequent to this Jesus washed the feet of his 
disciples, and before he intimated that one of their 
number was insincere and treacherous. On the other 
hand, Matthew and Mark place the institution of the 
Lord’s supper after the disclosure made of the treach- 
ery of Judas Iscariot; so that Luke, apparently coun- 
tenanced by John, seems to be in opposition to Mat- 
thew and Mark. 

With regard to the expression, ‘‘supper being end- 
ed,” this translation is manifestly incorrect, for supper 
was not ended when Judas left the table—the fact that 
Jesus had, immediately previous to this, given Judas a. 
sop, proves that they were then eating supper. The 
original word has been translated ‘‘come,’’ by Arch- 
bishop Newcome and other learned translators—so that 
if we read, ‘‘supper,” i. e. the time of supper *‘being 
come,” John’s narrative will be rendered consistent 
and intelligible. Besides, this will account for our 
Lord’s chusing to wash the feet of the disciples; a 
ceremony performed among the Jews before their 
meals—perhaps, the disciples had been contending for 
precedence at the supper table; and, most probably, 
this was the strife to which Luke refers, and which he 
mentions as existing after the institution of the supper, 
and the intimation given of the treachery of Judas. 

As respects Luke’s narrative, there is no reason to 
suppose that he intended to be very precise in relating 
the order in which the incidents took place which he 
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peated some of the same expressions which he had used 
when he had washed their feet. 

On these accounts, and also because it does not ap- 
pear from the structure of Luke’s narrative of what 
passed at our Lord’s last passover, that this Evangelist 
intended to confine himself to the order in which the 
several incidents took place; it appears to me that we 
are at liberty to suppose that a more accurate arrange- 
ment as to time and order may be found and adopted. 

If these observations shall be deemed satisfactory, 
there can be no farther difficulty in determining the 
question whether Judas Iscariot was present at the in- 
stitution of the Lord’s supper. Matthew and Mark 
agree in placing the disclosure of the treachery of one 
of the apostles, before the institution of that ordinance. 
This agreement is worthy of special regard, for Mat- 
thew, being one of the twelve, was an eye and ear 
witness of what passed; and Mark, according to the 
concurrent testimony of ecclesiastical historians, wrote 
his gospel under the superintendence of the apostle 
Peter, who was not only present, but must have been 
deeply impressed with the recollection of the scenes 
and events connected with the sufferings of his master. 
Comparing the narratives of Matthew and Mark with 
the 13th chapter of John’s gospel, after correcting the 
translation so as to read, ‘‘supper being come,” we 
shall be justified, according to my view of the matter, 
in asserting, on the authority of three evangelists, that 
Judas Iscariot went away before the institution of the 
ordinance of the supper. 

As his departure was occasioned by an intimation of 
his intended treachery, and that this was well known 
to his master, a question may arise as to the reason 
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tory evidence of their conversion, although they would 
by no means prevent such persons from attending 
every other religious service. 

As it is not proposed to enter into a formal confuta- 
tion of this opinion, I will only remark that our Lord’s 
object, in speaking of the evil purpose of Judas, was 
not to drive him from the table, and that his withdraw- 
ing from it was his own voluntary act; for aught that 
appears, he might have remained. Again, there is no 
parallel between our Lord, who knew what was in 
man, and persons who have no such access to the 
hearts of their brethren. Every faithful minister, and 
every pious and discreet private christian, may warn 
the thoughtless, and much more the irreligious and 
prophane against engaging in any religious duties with 
levity or bad intentions; and may strongly set before 
them the guilt of hypocrisy; but who, without an in- 
tuitive knowledge of the'heart, can undertake to pro- 
nounce with what intentions this or that person enters 
a house of worship, or places himself at the commu- 
nion table? Most undoubtedly, no one ought to come 
to the Lord’s table with a wicked heart, while har- 
bouring bad intentions; it is equally true that no such 
person ought to engage in any religious service; on this 
point, Scripture is explicit and decided—Prov. xv. 8, 
‘‘The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the 
Lord.” See also Psalm |. 16, &c. What then, it may 
be asked, is to be done? Act in regard to the Lord’s 
Supper, as you ought to act in regard to other offices 
of worship. Exhort, admonish, warn, intreat, and in 
a word, perform every office of christian fidelity and 
love. With regard to those persons, whose conduct is 
manifestly in opposition to their profession, withdraw 
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Unitarianism in South Carolina. 


[In several numbers which we have seen of the 
Cheraw Intelligencer, a newspaper published in Che- 


raw, South Carolina, the editor has complimented us | 


by making extracts from our work;—the Dialogue on 
Unitarianism, and the Dialogue on Atonement, we 
particularly remember; to one of which articles were 
subjoined some editorial remarks, on the duty of exer- 
cising a spirit of charity toward those whose religious 
opinions had been so much misrepresented, and who 
certainly had a right to think for themselves. ‘These 
indications of a free and liberal spirit not only pleased 
but surprised us; because, though we knew that there 
was a flourishing society of unitarian christians in 
Charleston, under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. 
Gilman, we were not aware that unitarianism had been 
considerably diffused in the interior. But we were 
now convinced that rational religion was better re- 
ceived in that quarter than we had imagined or hoped; 
for if it were not so, an editor of a paper, independent 
enough to admit into his columns defences of an un- 
popular faith, would soon be reduced to the necessity 
of stopping his printing presses, and seeking some 
other employment. 

In the number of this paper for the fourth of last 
month, we observed a new proof of the editor’s spirit 
and perseverance, in an article which is of so amusing 
a nature, that we are tempted to lay it before our 
readers. | 

‘WHAT Is AN EDITOR TO po?—Within a few days 


the editor of this paper has received the two following 
letters;— 
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published on the subject of Unitarianism, has only been 
as articles of news, or such pieces as were calculated 
to have a practical moral tendency. For this, we had 
no idea of being denounced as heretics and infidels. 
We are not ashamed to acknowledge our belief in the 
Divine Unity; and if believing with Unitarians is 
heretical, we then are heretics. If we are to be repro- 
bated for the mere avowal of our opinions in matters of 
religion, we must submit; but we cannot find any por- 
tion of the sacred volume that authorizes us to judge 
and condemn others for their religious opinions, nei- 
ther can we imagine that any one has the right to ar- 
raign our belief. If any suppose that good cannot be 
promoted by the best moral pieces, published from an 
Unitarian book, we must beg leave to differ with them; 
and we shall reserve to ourself the privilege of exer- 
cising our own judgment in matters of this nature. 
But if it be supposed that we intend to make our paper 
the vehicle for theological polemics, or doctrinal dis- 
putations, it will be an egregious error; for we dis- 
claim every thing of this kind. We hope we shall be 
permitted to entertain our own belief, and the cHarrry 
which we find inculcated in the Bible, teaches us to 
permit others also, to believe according to their con- 
sciences. As we cannot find any part of the Holy 
Scriptures, that authorizes fallible man to usurp the 
prerogatives of Jehovah, and judge the sentiments of 
the heart, dealing forth intolerance and proscription, 
we should like our Anson friend to point out in what 
part of Christianity he finds it. We do find in Saint 
Paul, that ‘‘Charity rejoiceth in the truth,” and is the 
chief of Christian virtues; therefore, ‘*Why even of 
yourselves judge ye not what is right?” 
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On the Future Life and Condition of Man, 


"Tiuar when we die we are not to die eternally— 
that death is the suspension, not the extinction of our 
being—that another life will succeed our death, and, 
subject tono other death, endure forever; isa probable 
conclusion of reason, and the express declaration of 
the Gospel of Christ. 

What our condition is to be in this future and eternal 
life, does not so plainly appear. There has been much 
controversy on the nature, degree, and duration of its 
rewards and punishments, and on the connexion be- 
tween its allotments, and our conduct in the present 
state of being. The four prominent doctrines which 
are held on this subject, are, the eternal damnation or 
misery of the unrighteous; the annihilation of the wick- 
ed; the immediate salvation of all; and the final re- 
storation of all. 

In examining this highly important question, I 
cannot expect to gratify the views and wishes and 
preconceptions of all who read. In adopting one sys- 
tem, I must necessarily reject others. In investigating 
truth, I can pay no heed to any body’s partialities or 
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And first, the doctrine of eternal punishment teaches, 
that by far the greater part of mankind enter, after 
death, into a state of torment as horrible as the omni- 
potence of an angry God can inflict, as unintermitted 
as the flow of time, and as lasting as eternity.* This 
doctrine becomes if possible more revolting, when con- 
nected with the doctrines of natural depravity and 
election, which assert that all men are liable to ever- 
lasting punishment on account of the sin of Adam, and 
that only a few who were elected before the founda- 
tions of the world, are to be delivered from this curse 
of their nature, by conversion or regeneration, without 
any regard to what they may have done or omitted to 
do. But it is not necessary to give the Calvinistic 


* One extract from Edwards’ Sermon on the Eternity of Hell 
‘Yorments, will be a sufficient statement of this doctrine. ‘*How dis- 
mal will it be when you are under these racking torments, to know 
assuredly that you never, never shall be delivered from them; to have 
no hope. When you shall wish that you might be turned into no- 
thing, but shall have no hope of it; when you shall wish that you 
might be turned into a toad or serpent, but shall have no hope of it; 
when you would rejoice, if you might but have any relief, after you 
have endured these torments millions of ages, but shall have no hope 
of it; when after you have worn out the ages of the sun, moon, and 
stars, in your dolorous groans and lamentations, without rest day o1 
night, or one minute’s ease, yet you shall have no hope of ever being 
delivered; when after you have worn out a thousand more such ages, 
yet you shall have no hope, but shall know that you are not one whit 
nearer the end of your torments; but that still there are the same 
groans, the same shrieks, the same doleful cries incessantly to be 
made by you, and that the smoke of your torment shall still ascend 
for ever and ever; and that your souls, which have been agitated by 
the wrath of God all this while, yet will still exist to bear more wrath; 
your bodies, which shall have been burning and roasting all this while 
in these glowing flames, yet shall not have been consumed, but will 
remain to roast through an eternity yet, which will not have been at 
all shortened by what shall have been past.” 
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wretchednuess, and curse it with a life, which, with the 
exception of a mere point or two of time on this earth, 
may be to it an agonizing and intolerable burthen for- 
ever? It is impossible. And if he intends the happi- 
ness of every creature, and yet that happiness is not 
at last effected, he must be deficient in wisdom and 
power; deficient in wisdom to plan the means, and in 
power to produce the end.—Should it be asked, why 
there is any pain or suffering whatever in the world; 
why all men are not formed to be always and entirely 
happy without any liability to sin or misery; the an- 
swer is, that the scheme of Providence is evidently 
progressive, and we are bound to believe it the best 
which could have been adopted; that we see pain fol- 
lowed in many instances by the most beneficial conse- 
quences, and should conclude that under the admin- 
istration of Omniscience this will be its final and 
invariable result; and that so long as there is a great 
and ever increasing preponderance of happiness in the 
existence of every individual, the gift of existence must 
be to every one an inestimable blessing.—Should it be 
said, on the other hand, that the very principle that a 
certain proportion of evil is conducive to the greatest 
degree of happiness, may demand the eternal misery of 
some in order to secure the greatest general good—it 
is answered, that it is impossible to conceive how the 
infinite misery of the majority. is to bring about the 
greatest sum of felicity; and further, that if the system 
of Providence does not tend to the ultimate good of all, 
it is not a perfect or a merciful system; and if there is 
a single person whose existence is on the whole misera- 
ble, the Creator is to that person a partial and malig- 
nant being; for wiiat is it to him that the rest of creation 
11* 
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punishment alone is consistent with perfect wisdom 
and goodness. | 

[ know that it is common to say, that outraged jus- 
tice demands the infliction of punishment without re- 
gard to correction. It is an abuse of the word. Jus- 
tice demands nothing which is inconsistent with 
goodness. What indeed is the justice of the Supreme 
Being, if it be not the designs of his infinite goodness 
directed by his infinite wisdom, and accomplished by 
his infinite power? 

We come next to the doctrine of the final extermina- 
tion of the wicked; which teaches, that after the wicked 
have been made to undergo in the future life a dread- 
ful and protracted degree of suffering, they shall at 
last be forever annihilated. This doctrine appears to 
me to be nearly as irrational, if not quite, as that which 
has just been examined. It ig not so revolting to the 
feelings, because it does finally put an end to the tor- 
tures of the condemned; but that is the only advantage 
which it possesses over the other. It militates equally 
with it against the perfect attributes of the Creator. It 
supposes that he has created beings to whom existence 
has been a curse; that he has ordained, or permitted, 
I care not which word you use, that there should be 
millions of creatures, who after having passed a life on 
earth of varied pleasure and pain, of fancied good and 
real bitterness, and after having suffered a long and 
dreary retribution alter death of unimagined torture, 
should then be swept away from the vast creation, and 
be as they had never been.—And why punish them at 
all? Why not annihilate them, if they are to be anni- 
hilated, immediately on the visible death? Their fu- 
ture torments are to be of no service to themselves, for 
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in this world. We will not in this connexion repeat 
the common remark, that the guilty are often seen 
living and dying in prosperity, while the virtuous are 
as often afflicted and oppressed; because though this 
may be perfectly true, it is not going to the bottom of 
the matter; but we say that we often see the guilty 
dying in their guilt, without remorse and without re- 
pentance—that we often see those on whom all the 
punishments of this life, however severe they may have 
been, have not worked reformation—and this 7s going 
to the bottom of the matter. The design of punish- 
ment is to remove the cause of the crime or misde- 
meanour punished, that is to say, the evil disposition 
which produced it. Just punishment, as I have before 
observed, is corrective. But many of the wicked in 
this world are not corrected by it. Their evil dispo- 
sitions obstinately remain; and for wise purposes, no 
doubt, they are permitted to remain. But these dis- 
positions must be eradicated, before the individuals 
can possibly be happy—and they are finally eradicated, 
as | believe, by the corrective discipline of the future. 
life. On the supposition that there is no future pun- 
ishment, there can be no correction; and to what does 
this conclusion lead? To this most wonderful one— 
that they who died in sin, will rise in innocence; that 
they who went to sleep in the direst guilt, will wake 
to perfect holiness; that, as it is allowed on all hands 
that there can be no happiness without virtue, the 
wicked will experience, either in the grave, or on the 
first instant of their resurrection, such an entire 
change of all their evil desires, intentions and propen- 
sities, such a complete obliteration of all their vicious 
dispositions and habits, such a thorough renewal of 
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from human conduct ail the sanctions of a future state, 
and limits the motives of virtue to our present interests 
alone.—These are reasons sufficient, as [I think, for 
rejecting the doctrine of Universal Salvation. 

The remaining doctrive is that of Universal Restora- 
tion. It is founded on our most enlightened and en- 
larged conceptions of the attributes of God, of his 
moral government, and of the faculties and capacities 
of man; and on grounds thus immoveable it affirms 
that not one human being will be finally lost; that the 
wicked will be subjected hereafter to such punishment 
as a just Deity shall determine to be best adapted to 
their state; and that they will at last be reclaimed to 
virtue and happiness. We are inevitably led to these 
conclusions by the following train of thought. If all 
men were created by an intelligent being, every man 
must have been created for some purpose and with 
some design. If that being is good as well as intelli- 
gent, his purposes and designs must be benevolent, 
and benevolent with regard to each individual creature. 
If he is also wise, he will adopt the best means to bring 
his merciful designs and purposes to pass. And ii he 
is all powerful, he will conduct those means to their 
end. ‘The final happiness, in short, of all mankind, 
was designed by the goodness, is planned by the om- 
niscience, and will be accomplished by the omnipo- 
tence, of Him who gave them life——The present sys- 
tem of things with which we are connected, as it is 
administered by the same infinite Being, is, we must 
believe, the best. Sin and misery, to a large amount, 
are permitted to form a part of it. Sin proceeds from 
evil dispositions or perverted judgment, and invariably 
produces pain. Pain is employed in return, to correct: 
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purity and honour, will be continually advancing in 
goodness, enlarging their capacities, and strengthening 
their powers, and rising in the scale of being, and 
making advances in knowledge, of which at present 
we can form noconception. ‘Thus, although they who 
have been wicked, may, on their change of character, 
associate freely with those who have always been holy, 
yet the latter will forever be foremost in glory and en- 
joyment, and the former will forever have reason to 
mourn over privileges abused, and time and opportu- 
nities irrevocably lost. 

I will now attend to those passages of scripture 
which have been supposed to militate against the views 
just presented, and to establish the doctrine of eternal 
punishment. These passages are urged with much 
confidence, and, by those who have but a superficial 
acquaintance with scripture phraseology, are supposed 
to be conclusive and unanswerable. It will not take 
long, however, to show that they do not in reality 
afford the testimony which they have been thought to 
give, and that they are in no degree hostile to the doc~ 
trine of final and universal restoration. 

The greatest stress has been laid on those passages 
in which the words everlasting, eternal, and forever, 
are applied to the punishment of the wicked. Pre- 
viously to their examination, it may be well to observe, 
that they are by no means so numerous as is generally 
imagined. ‘There are ¢éwo in the Old Testament; three 
in Matthew; one in Mark; one in the epistle to the 
Thessalonians; three in Revelations; one in the epistle 
of Peter; and two in the epistle of Jude.—Some peo- 
ple speak as if the Bible was full of them; but it seems 


that there are but thirteen in both the Old and New 
12 
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everlasting possession.” The land of Canaan has long 
since been wrested from the seed of Abraham. 

But as strong a case as can be adduced is Exod. xl, 
15, compared with Heb. vii. 12. In the former verse 
are these words; ‘‘And thou shalt anoint them as thou 
didst anoint their father, that they may minister unto 
me in the priest’s office; for their anointing shall surely 
be an everlasting priesthood.” Inthe other verse we 
read thus; ‘‘For the priesthood being changed, there is 
made of necessity a change also of the law.” How 
could a priesthood which was really everlasting, be 
changed? It is obvious that the Greek has not the en- 
tire force of the English word—that it means long 
enduring, lasting, but not necessarily eternal. 

The only objection which can be made to this inter- 
pretation, in reference to the punishment of the 
wicked, is, that the sanie word is applied by our Sa- 
viour to the punishment of the wicked and the happi- 
ness of the righteous; of which the following passage 
from Matt. xxv. 46, is given as an instance. ‘‘And 
these shall go away (sig xoAacw oswwov) into everlasting 
punishment; but the righteous (sig Zwyv awwov) into life 
eternal.” It is argued that if the punishment is tem- 
porary, the happiness must be so too; and then where 
is our hope of eternal life? 

The obvious answer to this is, that as the word does 
not of itself settle the precise duration of the pun- 
ishment or the happiness, but only asserts that it shall 
be for a very long period, we are not to seek from this 
verse, as it stands by itself, a proof of the absolute 
eternity of either. One thing is certain, that it does 
not prove an eternity of misery; especially as the word 
which is applied to the wicked signifies corrective 
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Those passages which affirm that we shall be re- 
warded according to our works, and according to the 
deeds done in the body, imply that there will be here- 
after a just gradation of moral rank, of discipline, of 
punishment and enjoyment. 

In conclusion, I will say a few words on the com- 
parative moral efficacy of the four systems which have 
now been discussed. In doing this, it is necessary that 
the natural efficacy of a doctrine should not be con- 
founded with its actual effects. There are so many 
counteracting influences in human life and in the hu- 
man heart, against the bad tendencies of bad opinions, 
that we cannot determine from the opinion alone, what 
the conduct of the individual who embraces it will in 
reality be. But we have a right to affirm, from the un- 
alterable nature of the opinion, what its effects might 
very well be; and our own observation will show to us 
what they often are. 

Let us then look back on the two first doctrines, 
that of eternal punishment, and that of long protracted 
punishment terminated by annihilation. What would be 
the most natural effects of such gloomy notions? Sure- 
ly the utmost alarm and terror—terror so deep, con- 
stant, and palpable, that the common concerns of life 
would be forgotten, and its necessary duties neglect- 
ed. The most anxious solicitude would reign in the 
mind of every one, not only for himself but for all those 
whom he loved—a solicitude, never to be appeased 
or diminished; for how could he pretend to say that 
either he or they would escape the irretrievable doom, 
the everlasting, hopeless damnation? A settled dark- 
ness, darker than night, would fall down upon his soul, 


which might terminate in the utter extinction of men- 
19* 
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friends.—But then again there are some minds, on 
which these opinions do exert their natural influence. 
Where is the lunatic asylum, withia whose retreats 
there does not mope the victim of religious melancholy? 
And when does a month pass by, in which the news- 
papers do not tell before the world sume dreary tale of 
some wretched being, as inoffensive a one perhaps as 
ever breathed, who, tortured beyond endurance by 
fears for the eternal welfare of his soul, has terminated 
a season of frenzy by self destruction and blood? 
Alas, that such things should be! 

So much has been said of the immoral tendency of 
Universalism, and the charges which have been made 
have been so indignantly repelled by the friends of 
that system, that 1 do not feel disposed to dwell long 
on what I consider to be its obvious influence. I must 
however declare that in this respect it seems to lie 
open to the most serious and reasonable objections. It 
is true that it leaves all possible room for the exercise 
of gratitude to God. But they who are in the least 
measure acquainted with human nature, must know 
that gratitude is by no means a sufficient motive of 
conduct, and that by many its obligations are strangely 
disregarded. On such this system imposes no re- 
straints, which are not also imposed by motives of 
worldly interest. Now if an individual takes it on 
himself to brave all the evil consequences of a temporal 
nature, which attend a criminal action, what more is 
to be said tohim. There are some culpable actions, 
too, which may be committed in secret, out of the reach 
of the world’s knowledge and consequently of its pun- 
ishments; what preventives can you administer against 
these? Will you tell him who is about to perpetrate 
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friends.—But then again there are some minds, on 
which these opinions do exert their natural influence. 
Where is the lunatic asylum, within whose retreats 
there does not mope the victim of religious melancholy? 
And when does a month pass by, in which the news- 
papers do not tell before the world sume dreary tale of 
some wretched being, as inoffensive a one perhaps as 
ever breathed, who, tortured beyond endurance by 
fears for the eternal welfare of his soul, has terminated 
a season of frenzy by self destruction and blood? 
Alas, that such things should be! 

So much has been said of the immoral tendency of 
Universalism, and the charges which have been made 
have been so indignantly repelled by the friends of 
that system, that 1 do not feel disposed to dwell long 
on what I consider to be its obvious influence. I must 
however declare that in this respect it seems to lie 
open to the most serious and reasonable objections. It 
is true that it leaves all possible room for the exercise 
of gratitude to God. But they who are in the least 
measure acquainted with human nature, must know 
that gratitude is by no means a suflicient motive of 
conduct, and that by many its ol:ligations are strangely 
disregarded. On such this system imposes no re- 
straints, which are not also imposed by motives of 
worldly interest. Now if an individual takes it on 
himself to brave all the evil consequences of a temporal 
nature, which attend a criminal action, what more is 
to be said to him. There are some culpable actions, 
too, which may be committed in secret, out of the reach 
of the world’s knowledge and consequently of its pun- 
ishments; what preventives can you administer against 
these? Will you tell him who is about to perpetrate 
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miserable as long as they are criminal;—and if there 
be any thing affecting in tenderness, or persuasive in 
benignity, that doctrine must have a peculiarly moral 
tendency, which inculcates, that the suffering they 
endure will induce an abhorrence of its cause, and 
that, purified from sin, repentant and reclaimed, in 
love with holiness and goodness, and looking with 
humble, penitent, and supplicating hearts to the Fa- 
ther of mercies for forgiveness, he will have compas- 
sion upon them, speak to them the words of peace, 
and take them to his bosom as his children; that even 
as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord will have 
compassion upon them that fear him, knowing their 
frame, and remembering that they are but dust. —‘I 
have taken no pleasure in your suffering,’ may we 
conceive our heavenly Father to say to his penitent 
children, when the discipline under which he has | 
placed them shall have accomplished its design. ‘I 
have chastised you only with a view to correct the 
evil which was in you. You feel and deplore your 
error. You are fitted to partake of true happi- 
ness. Come then, for there is room This my son 
was dead, and is alive again, was lost, and is found.’ 

‘sIf at that moment, this reclaimed child should have 
the feelings of a man, and testify in human language 
the sensations of his soul, will he not fall down before 
this most lovely Being, and, in a rapture of adoring 
gratitude, exclaim—‘*Thy wisdom and thy goodness 
have prevailed! With penitence I return unto thee, 
from whom I ought never to have departed! Father, 
receive thy child. The eternity of happiness thou 
givest me shall speak thy praise!’ ” , 
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thee to offend, pluck it out; it is better for thee to 
enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than 
having two eyes to be cast into hell fire, where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched; tor every 
one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall 
be salted with salt.” 

It is argued that our Lord in this passage repeats 
five times that the fire into which the wicked are cast, 
shall never be quenched; that three times he speaks of 
hell as a place where the worm dieth not, and that 
still farther to show the perpetuity of the sufferings of 
the wicked, he adds, ‘‘for every one shall be salted 
with fire.’ As it is the property of salt to preserve, 
it is argued, that the inference justly deducible from 
this awful intimation is, that this fire, while it tor- 
ments its unhappy victims, shall not put a period to 
their existence, but, contrary to its natural effect, con- 
tinue them in being. 

A careful examination of this passage will show 
that this argument is founded upon a false interpreta- 
tion of the metaphors which are here employed, and 
that it is altogether fallacious. Jesus speaks of the 
wicked as being cast into the valley of Hinnom, into 
the unquenchable fire, where the worm dieth not. Yet 
‘sin the valley of Hinnom, the worm died when its 
food failed, and the pile on which human sacrifices 
were burnt to Moloch was often extinguished.” New- 
come. 

‘‘These emblematical images, expressing hell, were 
in use among the Jews before our Saviour’s time. The 
son of Sirach says, vii. 7, ‘The vengeance of the un- 
godly is fire and worms.’ Judith xvi. 17; ‘The Lord 
will take vengeance on the nations, &c., in the day of 
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that I the Lord have kindled it; rr SHALL NoT BE 
QUENCHED.” 

If it be supposed that these menaces were actually 
executed upon Jerusalem, and that when this devoted 
city was destroyed, the prophecy was literally accom- 
plished, it must be admitted that the fire which con- 
sumed it is already extinguished, and that therefore 
the scriptural meaning of an unquenchable fire is not 
one which has no termination. If these dreadful 
threatenings be more justly considered as figurative, 
it must be allowed that they express the Divine dis- 
pleasure, and the severity of the punishment which is 


inflicted on the disobedient, but not that they deter- 


mine any thing relative to its duration. 

Isaiah xxxiv. 9—11; ‘*And the streams thereof (of 
the land of Idumea) shall be turned into pitch, and 
the dust thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof 
shall become burning pitch. Ir sHaLtu nor BE 
QUENCHED NIGHT NOR DAY; the smoke thereof shall go 
up for ever; trom generation to generation it shall be 
waste; none shall pass through it for ever. But the 
cormorant and the bittern shall possess it; the owl 
also and the raven shall dwell in it; and he shall 
stretch out upon it the line of confusion, and the 
stone of emptiness.” 

No fire, with which the wicked are threatened, is 
expressed in language so strong as this, yet it is ob- 
vious that this phraseology cannot denote a fire which 
shall never end; for if any one can believe that Idu- 
mea was really turned into pitch and brimstone, and 
set on fire, yet it is impossible to suppose, that it will 


continue burning through the ages of eternity; and if 
18 
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in him; but he communicated it in part, therefore they 
knew in part, and prophesied in part. When they 
were children, they thought and spoke as children; but 
when they became men, they put away childish things. 
The question is, what did Jesus communicate to his 
Apostles for the Holy Ghost? This question is pro- 
perly answered by distinguishing extraordinary powers, 
peculiar to themselves, and necessary to obtain a hear- 
ing of their doctrine in the world, from ordinary com- 
munications common to them and to all other good 
men to the end of the world. 

When Christ came into the world, and conde- 
scended to ask a distracted race of men to give hima 
hearing, what glorious reasons did he stoop to bestow! 
He healed the sick, he raised the dead, he fed the 
multitude, he empowered his Apostles to speak with 
divers tongues, and to perform many miracles, all for 
the good of society, all to convince the world of sin, of 
righteousness, and of judgment. During the life of 
Christ he communicated to his Apostles his own ideas 
of things, what notion he had of God, what of scrip- 
ture, what of a future state; and his wisdom made 
them wise. He imparted to them his own just and 
gentle tempers, and through his goodness they became 
good. He communicated to them proper actions, and 
by seeing how he conducted himself, they learned how 
to behave themselves. ‘These communications, or- 
dinary and extraordinary, are what one of them calls, 
- a receiving out of his fulness grace for grace. 

Before Jesus Christ left the world, he promised 
the Apostles to supply his absence, after he should 
have left them, by another Comforter, even the spirit of 
truth, which, saith he, ye know, for he dwelleth with 
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was a holy dispensation of wisdom, goodness, and 
power, partly proper to that age and ceasing with it, 
and partly containing intelligence to inform and direct 
religion to the end of time. 

Having thus seen the rise and the accomplishment 
of the promise of an universal religion under the ad- 
ministration of Jesus Christ, and having got possession 
of the book that contains the whole of that religion, let 
us proceed to examine the book, and particularly with 
a view to the Holy Spirit, and his influence in religion; 
for as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
sons of God. To give you at once my notion of the 
subject, I think our Apostle took his idea of the chris- 
tian church being Jed by the Spirit, from that favourite 
part of the history of his country so often mentioned in 
the writings of the prophets, and so faithfully recorded 
by their first historian Moses, I mean God’s leading 
the Israelites through the wilderness into the land of 
promise. Sometimes it is said simply, God led them 
through the wilderness. Sometimes it is said, the 
Holy Spirit led them by the right hand of Moses. 
Sometimes they are said to be led with a cloud, and 
with a light of fire; and in this manner the wise men 
of the east were led by a star to Jesus Christ. God in 
all these cases made use of means, and the work was 
no less his for using means to eff+ct his purpose. In 
this manner I suppose the Holy Spirit by the Scriptures 
guides all good men. The cloud was not in the [srael- 
ites, nor was the star in the wise men; but there was 
in them a knowledge of the use and intent of these 
appearances, and a conformity of action to their own 
ideas. 
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Recollections of Jotham Anderson. 


In the simple records of an innocent, useful, and 
happy life there is much to interest, to instruct, and to 
elevate. We naturally enter with pleasure into the 
concerns and feelings, the joys and sorrows of those of 
our species whose pilgrimage through this world’s 
vicissitudes has been marked by undeviating virtue, 
whose piety has been enlightened and practical, and 
whose course has been one of usefulness and benevo- 
lence towards their fellows, and of gratitude and 
praise to their Creator.—It is in contemplating such 
exhibitions of human character, that we are taught the 
purposes of our creation, that we learn to reverence 
goodness, and are incited to a virtuous and ennobling 
emulation. 

These reflections have been awakened in us by the 
perusal of a little work, lately printed in Boston, en- 
titled, ‘*ecollections of Jotham Anderson, Minister of 
the Gospel.”’ It is written with a simplicity and feel- 
ing which bear as honourable testimony to the intellect 
as the heart of the village pastor. The style is unaf- 
fected and unornamented, but correct and sometimes 
beautiful; the sentiments are pure and liberal, full of 
devotion to'God and benevolence to man. The book 
contains rather the history of the pastor’s mind, than a 
narrative of facts; rather a delineation of the progres- 
sive changes effected in his religious sentiments, than 
a record of the every day occurrences of human life; 
and is filled with many useful lessons for the Chris- 
tian, the bigot, and the sceptic. To the Christian it 
pictures the beauty of charity and forbearance; on the 
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looks in vain for consolation from the things of earth, 
how sweetly do the bland instructions of our first years 
recur to our thoughts, whispering to the troubled spirit 
where it shall surely find relief; and with the peni- 
tential sighs of the sinner are mingled blessings on the 
tender guardian of his youth, who had taught him 
where to apply for mercy and forgiveness. How should 
the conviction of this influence stimulate every mother 
to the performance of these sacred duties! What 
beauty and gracefulness do they not shed over the 
maternal character! and how amply are they repaid in 
the after virtues of the objects of their fond and 
anxious solicitude! But we do believe that most mo- 
thers find in this peculiarly feminine vocation their 
most exquisite pleasures; 
In these their youth 
And bloom of cheek, and buoyancy of heart, 
Steal from them all unmark’d; 

and to these interesting employments they cheerfully 
give the best hours of their lives, the full energies of 
their minds, and the fondest feelings of their hearts. 
We think we cannot better enforce these remarks than 
by the following extract from the work before us. 


‘I cannot remember the time when I had not a sense of religion, 
and a fear of God; and I have no doubt that itis owing to my early 
and habitual impressions, which became interwoven in my soul, as a 
part of its very fabric, or constitution, that I have enjoyed such quiet- 
ness and steadfastness throughout a long pilgrimage. Little do pa- 
rents consider, while they are forming their infants’ hearts and 
characters upon other principles, and teaching them to act by other 


motives, how difficult they render a subjection to religious motives 
afterward, and how they subtract from the sum of their religious en- 
joyment! Were all mothers like mine, how greatly would the obe- 
dience of the young christian’s pilgrimage be facilitated, and its peace 
ensured!—I love to dwell on the memory of that honoured woman, 
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added to the number of the ‘excellent of the earth,’ whom it had 
been my privilege to know. Some of the peculiarities of his re- 
ligious faith, and those in pretty important particulars, were widely 
different, | had reason to think, from those of any other good man 
Thad met with He did not believe in a tri-personal Deity; and this 
was a sort of unbelief, which 1, like ten thousand others, looked 
upon with a vague sort of horror, | knew not whence nor why. Fora 
long time, therefore, could not believe that he was so good a christian 
as he seemed to be; and when it was impossible to doubt this, my next 
conclusion very naturally was, that Trinitarianism, though the truth, 
yet could not be essential to the christian, for here was a christian 
without it. This diseovery did a great deal to'set me a thinking and 
to enlarge my views, But its best and happiest consequence was, 
to confirm me in my persuasion, that the great practical and vital 
principles of our religion are common to all believers. From this 
persuasion I have never varied. Experience has every year confirm- 
ed it; and it is still one of the most comforting convictious of my 
heart. lL look forward with the most delightful anticipation to the 
day, when I shall join in one communion the souls of those many 
good men, whom I have honoured and loved here, but from whose 
fellowship L have been shut out, by the miserable bars which pre- 
judice and pride have put up amid the churches on earth. 


Jotham Anderson is an old friend of the readers of 
the Christian Register, in which paper his adventures 
were first published in separate numbers. To those 
who have not yet seen his simple narrative, we recom- 
mend it, for the happy and liberalizing impression 
which we think it calculated to make on every un- 


shackled mind. 


ee 


Questions for Trinitarians. 


From the Gospel Herald, 


Our Trinitarian friends who worship in the Epis- 
copal form, after the Church of England, in repeating 
their Litany, say, they supplicate the mercy of God— 
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Remarks on the Inspiration of the Writers of the 
Old and New Testaments. 


Tie value of the Holy Scriptures is admitted by 
all christian professors. ‘They are persuaded that the 
Bible contains an authentic account of revelations 
from God, commencing with Adam, continued to pa- 
triarchs and prophets, and more abundantly granted to 
our blessed Lord. But, among those who are thus far 
agreed, a question has arisen, whether the authors of 
the books, which compose the canon of Scripture, wrote 
them under the special and extraordinary direction 
and guidance of the Holy Spirit. According to some 
persons the Spirit of God dictated the identical words 
which they used; others represent their inspiration as 
only operating to prevent them from falling into any 
mistake, or omitting what ought to be recorded. A 
third class readily admit that most, if not all of the 
sacred writers were inspired men, but they deny that 
this inspiration was extended to them as wrifers; al- 
leging that no inspiration was necessary to enable them 
to give a correct and faithful account of what they pre- 


viously knew; whether their knowledge was originally 
14 
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written when Paul thus addressed Timothy, the refer- 
ence must be to the Old Testament. ‘Taking the pas- 
sage as it stands in our common translation, the first 
inquiry will naturally be, what is meant by all scrip- 
ture? Are we then, by this term to understand the 
whole of the Old Testament from Genesis to Malachi 
inclusive, comprising not only an account of divine 
communications, prophecies delivered by inspired men, 
andl laws given by God to his chosen people, but also a 
history of the Jews, of their origin, journeyings, rebel- 
lions, sufferings, and deliverances;—catalogues of 
Hebrew names;—language uttered in contempt of the 
authority of God, and some expressions which cannot 
now be publicly recited.—Surely, all these were not 
given by inspiration of God. There is something in 
the very suggestion at which a serious mind almost 
instinctively revolts. The word ‘‘ali”? must therefore 
be taken in a restricted sense; and what is the proper 
restriction in the passage before us, may easily be per- 
ceived by referring to the preceding verse. ‘*And that 
from achild thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation.”” This 
is the Scripture which is given by inspiration of God;— 
not when it was reduced to writing, but when it was 
originally delivered; in whatever manner the commu- 
nication was made. Su€h Scripture is ‘profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction 
in righteousness;’>—but can this be said of the whole of 
the Old Testament? Is it credible that Paul intended 
that such a construction should be put on his language, 
knowing, as he did, that the Old Testament contains 
matter respecting which such a declaration would be 
wholly inapplicable? For example, the tenth chapter 
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language so as to make it agree with facts, as well as 
with the scope of his argument. By all evil, then, we 
shall understand all such evil as he had been describing; 
viz. **temptation and a snare, and many foolish and 
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and 
perdition.” In other words, the love of money, situ- 
ated as christian professors then were, had been the 
occasion of all the evils which he had either distinctly 
specified, or referred to in general terms. 

It is believed that no exception will be taken, by any 
professor of christianity, against this construction of 
the passage; if so, as Paul’s declaration in regard te 
the inspiration of all Scripture has been construed 
agreeably to the same principle of interpretation, it is 
a fair presumption that the principle is a sound one, 
and that the application made of it has in both cases 
been correct. 

According to the view now given of the language of 
Paul relative to the inspiration of Holy Scripture, the 
passage chiefly relied on in support of that position is 
irrelevant, as well as insufficient; for Paul does not 
say that all Scripture is wriféen, but that ‘‘all Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God;” such as the commu- 
nications made to patriarchs and prophets, and the 
language of those holy men who spake as they were 
moved by the spirit of God; extending the sense of the 
passage so as to embrace the New Testament, we may 
add, of our blessed Lord more especially, to whom 
“the spirit was given without measure;” and of his 
apostles, who were led by the same spirit ‘‘into all 
truth.” Much more than what is contained in our 
Bibles was ‘‘given by inspiration of God.” In John 


%Xi. 25, it is clearly intimated that we have only aw 
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Exceptions have been taken to the strong language 
which has sometimes been used by those who have 
argued against the inspiration of the writers of the 
books of Scripture, asif they exalted their own reason 
above Scripture; it not being recollected, very proba- 
bly, that language equally bold had been employed by 
men in high reputat.on for orthodoxy, and even by some 
of the sacred writers. An example, in proof of each of 
these assertions, will now be given. The first is taken 
from Dr. Sherlock’s work on the use of reason in the 
construction of Scripture. ‘*Suppose,” says he, **that 
the natural construction of the words import such a 
sense as is contrary to some evident principle of reason? 
Then I won’t believe it. How, not believe Scripture? 
No, no, I will believe no pretended revelation which 
contradicts the plain dictates of reason’ This passage 
is by the author in his own name, as question and 
answer. 

Whatever may be thought of this language, it is 
believed that as yet it has not been exceeded, if at all 
equalled by any writer of a different class. 

The other example is from Gal.i. 8 **But though 
we, or an angel from heaven preach any other gospel 
unto you than that ye have received, let him be ac- 
cursed.” 

It may be proper to remark that there is an essential 
difference between the meaning of words which are 
similar to each other, or even identically the same, 
when employed for different purposes, and dictated by 
an opposite spirit. On the part of our apostle, his 
language now quoted is expressive of a settled persua- 
sion of the truth and value of that gospel which he had 
preached to the Galatians. ‘With this view he puts a 
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Much violent declamation has not only been ver- 
bally uttered, but has also been reduced to writing, 
because some of the professed friends of revelation have 
hazarded an opinion, that the apostles, although fully 
instructed in their Master’s doctrine, were left to 
their own reason as to the mode of arguing, particu- 
larly in relation to subordinate and collateral mat- 
ters. But why should there be any great alarm on 
ihis account? Surely, when Paul wrote Gal. i. 8, al- 
ready quoted, he did not mean to set himself up as an 
infallible teacher. When the apostles and elders 
came to Jerusalem, and discussed the question then 
agitated, whether Gentiles who were converted to 
christianity ought to conform to the ritual of Moses, 
they spake and reasoned precisely as we should do; 
but had they been divinely inspired, discussion would 
have been superfluous; there could have been only one 
sentiment, and only one impression. 

If the evidence of the fact related in our Bible is 
satisfactory; if the prophecies therein contained are 
regarded as having been dictated by the Holy Spirit; 
if the narratives of the Evangelists, and the history 
of the first age of the christian church, given by Luke 
in the hook of the Acts, be received as unhesitating 
belief; and if the apostolical writings be read as the 
productions of men who were endowed with the mi- 
raculous gifts of the Holy Spirit—no hypothesis re- 
specting the inspiration of the writers of Scripture, as 
wrilers, can render its contents more valuable or more 
credible. So far from this, it could easily be made to 
appear that difficulties would arise, for which no solu- 
tion could be found to satisfy the serious inquirer, or 
io silence the profane sceptic. But, if the popular 
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cuage of our blessed Lord, when referring to Tyre, 
and Sidon, and Sodom, as it is usually interpreted by 
believers in eternal punishment hereafter, expressly 
teaches that even the most profligate and abandoned 
may be reclaimed. ‘The passage referred to is Matt. 
xi. 21—23. 

It is perhaps impossible to imagine a state of greater 
or more general depravity, than that which charac- 
terized the land of Sodom in the days of Lot, when 
it was destroyed by fire and brimstone from heaven. 
The historian appears to labour for words sufficiently 
strong to convey a just idea of the enormities which 
were practised. so proverbial were sodom and Go- 
morrah for wickedness, that when the Hebrew prophets 
intended to describe those who were peculiarly corrupt 
and depraved, they designated them as belonging to 
these devoted cities; and the advocates for the doctrine 
of eterval punishment urge that Sodom and Gomorrah 
are ‘suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.’ Yet, 
according to our Lord, if the inhabitants of those cities 
had enjoyed equal advantages with Chorazin, Beth- 
saida, or Capernaum, they would not have been cut off 
in their wickedness, but would have repented in sack- 
cloth and ashes. 

Here, then, is a declaration by one whose authority 
cannot be called in question, that the persons of whom 
he spoke—persons proverbial for the greatness of their 
crimes, were not irreclaimable; yet, according to be- 
lievers in eternal punishment, they shall be tormented 
in hell for ever. Surely no doctrine can be true which 
represents the Father of mercies as efernally punishing 
any of his creatures because of their sins, although he 
knew that if he had afforded them greater light and 


GARI Ae <A TOTTI eB TE 
ys een a 


eee eres ee 





Wa aad _— sm o— Ww 


ae] 


_—- 


ry, 





-UR] OY} Ing “puryurur so asnjar puv sSaip vy} sv pa 
-PAvSad 219M OYM SOY} SUOWL UOIPBUIOJaA [LOIPLA puL 
UOILIUGD BUINUES Jo saduT}sut Auva sjuasoad ‘uosiid 
QVHMAIN Ul S}POIAUOD a[Lulay JY) OF SpISIA S,AaIT “SUA 
yo Asojsiy ayy “yovoader Jjas pue assowas 0} suas 
-uviys ATJOYA W99q JOU savy ‘puLY YSiy ve ULM peuUts 
davy OF pies oq ABM OYA Samos UaAa put fuorsod 
-sip Jo AUSiyeU Moss UBY) “UOT}VIIPISUOIUT WOIy JdYPVI 
]NSI1 0} PIWIIS BABY SAIYJO JO SadIA JY} fasanod jNyjUIs 
v Ul dey papavo0ad aavy Lay} a10Jaq Yo yd ae Way} Jo 
guUIOg suotssaidwt poes 0} snoyjvo Lja}a;dwo0o aie suos 
-dad yons ey} paaoid oq 31 UBD MOY yng = *yUdWYstuNd 
nay, jo Ayjedaad ayy sasinbas aoynsnf yey} os fajqe 
“WNpIaIAT Apa N[OSGR auw SSUIS dy} UL AIP OYA *payorar 
IY} IVY} Poosse sowauos st zt ‘juauystund ainzny jo 
Ajwusgja IH} JO ANOANY UT SjUdWNSIV JIY}0 ONOWY 


*‘JUIWYSIUN T JDULIDG WO SPY SNOW E 


| 


‘ying “INVA URT} 
-S11y9 Jo UONDaJsod ay) pur *tynI7 fadsoS jo yuswaouva 
-p¥ ay} syoefqo Suipray aay} soy Satavy pur Sazepas 07 
yoo}iapun Lay, yRyM Jo suoiepUserdas anajz aye 0} 
Snoitsop ‘Suipusjaidun pur ssapyae aan oym ‘spurt 
ySouoy PUR 4tey JO UIE ayT] o}CAM S4azUM sanoedsaz 
ayy yey}? pur ‘yt jo syaed yuorayip ayy Jo ssauaumued 
dy} JO aDUaPIAD Paplwap ploye O72 SB ABPIMISSIP ARF 
os ySnoy} fasodind yuvjzzodu Asaaa 10 snoiuomary 
f;puaroyyns avadde yim aanjydis9g yo ajoym ay} ‘saa, 
aunjdiusg ayy jo suonriypeap ayy 4q paqioddns you 
st yor uorjou v ‘dn uaatS aq vonviidsu jo wonou 


"JUawyslUNng JOULIVY UO 87YHnory, J Qc] 























( 161 ) 


Effects of False Religion. 


In the fifty-ninth number of the Quarterly Review, 
there is an article on the lately published Private Cor- 
respondence of Cowper, which contains some excellent 
remarks on those distorted notions of religion, that 
have not only made fanatics of those who at any rate 
would have been fools, but have also, as in the in- 
stance of the bard of Olney, darkened and perverted the 
finest minds. We make a few extracts from it, both 
because they suit our own views precisely, and because; 
as they cume from a high church publication, they 
show that when religion is brought down to practice, 
even orthodoxy can be rational, and men of good sense 
will agree together. 

After alluding to the mental derangement of the 
poet, in 1763, the reviewer proceeds thus; 

‘*His partial recovery was followed by that con- 
version, using the term in the technical sense attached 
to it by a party, which coloured his opinions and feel- 
ings during the remainder of his life. Mr. Greatheed, 
who is his religious, as Mr. Hayley is his literary biog- 
rapher, gives us the following account of his state of 
mind. ‘At length his despair was effectually removed 
by reading in the Sacred Scriptures that God hath 
set forth Jesus Christ to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past, thruugh the forbearance 
of God. While meditating on this passage, he obtain- 
ed a clear view of the gospel which was attended with 
unspeakable joy. His subsequent days were chiefly 


occupied with praise and prayer, and his heart over- 
15 
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‘The progress of his malady was natural. So long 
as the state of his bodily health produced light and 
happy sensations, his conversion was followed by expe- 
riences full of comfort. But strength of mind was 
consumed, never to be regained, in a vain attempt to 
keep up this spiritual revelry. The stimulus, which 
at first was found sufficient to produce the desired 
effect, required to be augmented as the novelty wore 
off, and the imagination got jaded. Then a strife and 
agony of spirit became more and more necessary to 
produce the feelings of inspiration. Even these re- 
sources at last failed. If the illustration be allowable, 
the brilliant light, the ravishing music, and the exqui- 
site perfume could stimulate no longer. This exces- 
sive and prolonged excitement was followed by disease 
of body, and exhaustion of mind; the spirits of the 
poor visionary sank, and his religious comforts ceased 
altogether. ‘Then became apparent another, alas! an 
enduring evil consequence of his previous ecstasies. 
His mind, long habituated to consider them as pledges 
of God’s especial favour, and of his own election and 
call to salvation, when they were withdrawn, or, to 
speak more correctly, when a state of strong excite- 
ment was succeeded by exhaustion, considered itself 
rejected of God, fallen from grace, and given up toa 
reprobate spirit. From this time to the day of his 


death, the deep gloom of settled despair hung over 


him, and he was haunted with pining regrets after 
spiritual blessings which he believed himself to have 
enjoyed, accompanied with convictions that they were 
never to be restored, and with a soul-withering horror 
of eternal damnation.” 
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articles required, no bigotry, no anything to offend 
any more. 
With great esteem for you, 
I am yours sincerely, 
GeorGE Benson. 


Usefulness of the Ministerial Order. 


Few will deny, that in the first age of Christianity, 
preaching was a necessary means of propagating its 
doctrines and its principles, Miracles might have at- 
tracted attention to its authority, but it was only by 
preaching that men could have been made acquainted 
with its author, its spirit, and its end. Much was 
undoubtedly accomplished by writing; but more for 
after ages than for the primitive one. Without the 
recorded history and precepts of Christianity, our own 
faith would have been obliged to rest itself merely on 
tradition; while the first christians had a sure warrant 
for theirs in the testimony of the eyeand the ear. The 
Gospel would probably have made but slow progress, if 
its interests had been wholly committed to the pen of 
the scribe; for the multitude did not read; and **how 
could they believe in him of whom they had not heard, 
and how could they hear without a preacher?” 

All this will be allowed; and yet it has been assert- 
ed by some, that the condition of the church and the 
state of the world have greatly changed since then; 
that Christianity is firmly established in the civilized 
parts of the earth; that myriads of religious books are 
in free circulation; that all orders of people can read 
their contents; that the precepts and sanctions of the 

15* 
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fable of regularly derived pastorship will find but few 
who think it history; men of sense will not believe in 
such a spiritual entail. The authority of the minis- 
terial order, and its claims upon society, rest on its 
usefulness; and if it has now no usefulness, no great 
and important usefulness, if it is not now replete with 
the most beneficial influences, if its virtue has gone 
forth from it, and it is, at the best, but an inert and 
empty form—why then let it be broken up; and no 
good man will regret its dissolution. 

But the condition of the world is not so altered, and 
we can hardly look forward to a time when it may be, 
as to render the ministerial order unnecessary; and 
while the present exigencies of society continue, all 
good men should desire its preservation. 

1. In the first place, it must be recollected, that the 
records which contain all that we know of the origin 
and early progress of Christianity, and all that we ac- 
knowledge as its true doctrines and precepts, are pre- 
sented to us ia languages which have long since ceased 
to be commonly spoken by men, and which must be 
carefully and patiently studied, before they can be 
even competently understood. Not only so, but as 
they were composed in times on which we now look 
back dimly, as on the days of old, and speak of coun- 
tries and customs and manners and opinions, which 
are not like our own, a great variety and accuracy of 
knowledge is required from those, who would feel all 
their spirit and arrive at their full and proper meaning. 
Here then are two facts; the first is, that the very ex- 
istence of our religion demands an acquaintance with 
the books which teach it; and the second, that such an 
acquaintance can only be obtained by persevering 
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interpretation of all the scriptures. The treasure of 
divine learning is gradually accumulated, and indi- 
viduals must be content to furnish their contributions. — 
Then in the next place, it is not to be denied, that 
clergymen are by far the most constant and copious 
contributors to this ever-growing mass. Such names 
as those which I have repeated are but rare exceptions 
to a general rule, and stand with few companions on 
the list of those, who have successfu'ly inquired at the 
oracles of truth. Our critical knowledge of the Bible 
would be small, compared with what it is, and what it 
ought to be, if an order of men did not exist, whose 
profession, by its very nature, calls them to unceasing 
researches.—Again, it is a great mistake to suppose 
that much biblical information can be diffused among 
the great body of the people, by the means of the press 
alone. There is neither a sufficient curiosity univer- 
sally prevailing, to induce men to sit down patiently 
to the perusal of learned and laboured disquisitions, 
nor have they the time, nor the money, nor the educa- 
tion, to enable them to select among various publica- 
tions, and choose those only which their judgment 
approved. Error would have as good a chance for 
votaries as truth, and the ravings of Brothers or Joanna 
Southcote would perhaps be in as many hands, as the 
commentaries of Locke or of Priestley. But the cler- 
gy are a class of men whose lives have been devoted to 
religious inquiries, and whose faculties have been ad- 
dressed, if they have done their duty, to the examina- 
tion of differing opinions, and the separation of error 
from truth. If they have used their mental vision as 
they ought, they have looked on many sides of the same 
question, and have adopted that which they thought 
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save conclusions in their interpretation of the scrip- 
tures, or that all have equal capacity, opportunity, or 
even disposition, to enlighten the objects of their pas- 
toral care. This would be but an unmeaning and 
unavailing defiance of facts which are every where 
about us. But thus much is contended; that certain 
principles of interpretation have come to be generally 
acknowledged, and certain eminent biblical critics ad- 
mitted as good authority, by the well educated and the 
candid among the ministry of all denominations; that 
this consent has brought about a much more rational 
method of reading the scriptures than would otherwise 
have existed; that arguments are now dropt which 
were once thought convincing, as that in favour of the’ 
trinity, for instance, drawn from the Hebrew form of 
expression in Genesis, ‘‘Let us make man,” or from 
the thrice repeated epithet ‘*Holy,” in the prophecy of 
Isaiah—texts which a good and fair minded scholar of 
any persuasion would now be ashamed to quote for that 
purpose; that passages have been discarded as spurious 
from the holy writings, by all the well informed, which 
once were led forward into the field of controversy 
with an air of triumph, as in the case of the celebrated 
text of the three heavenly witnesses, which if a cler- 
gyman should now pronounce from the pulpit as a part 
of the first epistle of John, he would be pointed out as 
a man who was either remarkably ingenious in satis- 
fying his mind against evidence, or remarkably indif- 
ferent about consulting any evidence at all on the 
subject. All these things show, that some common 
laws of scriptural investigation are acquiring dominion, 
and that the Bible is daily becoming better understood, 
through the labours of men who make the study of it a 
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dedicate your children to the love and service of God, 
as he who is constantly propounding to you his word? 
And who may so fitly offer to you the symbols of your 
Saviour’s death, as he who is from time to time putting 
you in remembrance of the sufferings, which for your 
sake your master endured, and inciting you to some 
resemblance of his holy character? Would you omit 
the observance of these rites altogether? You think 
too highly of their use and sanctity, to admit the thought 
of doing so. Would you then leave the observance to 
chance? Would you connect with it no ideas of order 
and solemnity? Would you commit it to the hands of 
the vain and the vulgar? Would you call on your 
neighbour to conduct itP Would he obey your call? 
Would you do it yourself? Are you sure you would? 
What confusion, and neglect, and levity, are implied 
in these suppositions. 

3. Then there are, in the third place, the rest, the 
devotions, the instructions, of the first day of the week. 
Who will say that they are not in the highest degree 
beneficial to the community? Who that examines the 
effects of that separated day on the manners and morals 
of the people, would utter one wish that its obligation 
and its services might be dispensed with—that the year 
might roll on from its first day to its last,in the mo- 
notonous hum and clank of business and worldliuess, © 
unmarked hy the sweetly recurring seasons of quiet- 
ness, meditation, and prayer? Who would lose the 
sight of the sober throngs, who, on each returning Sun- 
day, fill the streets of our cities, on their way to their 
several houses of worship? Who would level our vil- 
lage churches with the ground; that their spires might 


no longer rise above the trees, and their bells no more 
16 
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vantage to the great cause of morality. Morality is 
indeed the end of all religious teaching, notwithstand- 
ing some religious teachers do not seem to think so? 
but it is the end even of their instructions. ‘They say 
a great deal in disparagement of good works, and yet 
they find that it will not do to discard them; and so 
they make them a kind of indispensable vanity, a 
worthless appendage which must be cherished as the 
apple of the eye; and they tell their hearers, that 
though they will do well to despise them, they will do 
ill to be without them, and that though they are filthy 
rags enough, it would be prudent to line one’s wedding 
garment withthem. The hearers do not distinctly see 
how this is, nor do they know exactly what to think, 
or what to do; but they cannot at last escape the con- 
clusion that they must jead as righteous lives as possi- 
ble, and then they let the other part remain a mystery.— 
I have never been able myself rightly to comprehend 
how virtue should be so worthless, and yet so neces- 
sary to the Christian; nor can I conceive what value 
religion can have, except as it conducts to holiness, 
I will therefore merely lament, that inconsistencies 
like the above should mar the simplicity and weaken 
the effect of Christian preaching, and then I will re- 
turn to my proposition, that the cause of morality 
receives most efficient support from the pulpit. This 
support is rendered by a large portion of Christian 
teachers, not in as indirect and roundabout a manner 
as could well be devised, but plainly, directly, and 
earnestly. They are continually insisting, from Sab- 
bath to Sabbath, forenoon and afternoon, that right- 
eousness, or virtue, or morality,—for the word is 
indifferent—is the great object of God’s revelations to 
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whose time is altogether occupied in studying for the 
real or supposed benefit of others, they must be sup- 
ported, or they will starve. Their services are of such 
a nature that they cannot be estimated by money; for 
if they are of no utility, they are worth nothing; and 
if they are as useful as I have endeavoured to show 
them to be, their worth is incalculable. What then 
shall be the measure of the minister’s recompense, or 
rule of his support? His congregation feel that his 
oflice is important and respectable; they know that its 
duties absorb his time; and they therefore severally 
contribute to place him above want and the fear of 
want, and enable him to live in such a manner that he 
may appear among them as their equal, and not as a 
disgrace to them, and a reproof on their sense of pro- 
priety. Now what is there sordid, or venal, or incon- 
sistent with a spiritual profession in this? 

When I can be convinced that the clerical order is 
useless, I shall hold up my hand for its abolition. And 
when I can be convinced that clergymen can support 
themselves and their families by some other profession, 
at the same time that they pay a due attention to their 
own, | shall hope that their salaries may all be with- 
drawn;—but not till then. 


Test of the Christian Character. 


We have received a sermon of more than ordinary 
excellence, preached in Boston, in March last, by the 
Rev. Henry Colman, on the proper test of the Christian 
character; from 1 John iii. 7. ‘-Let no man deceive 


you; he that doeth righteousness is righteous.” It 
16* 
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praises of God in hymns breathing the inspiration of heaven or 
written by an angel’s pen. But be the form what it may, it is no 
certain test of character. The heart is the seat of goodness, but no 
external observances afford an infallible index of the condition of the 
heart; and the most scrupulous, punctilious and excessive devotion 
may be only the mask of dishonesty, and like the beautiful colour 
reflected from the stagnant pool serve only to cover a mass of cor- 
ruption.” 

This sermon is well worth, in every part, an atten- 
tive perusal; and will no doubt contribute, together 
with the many admirable tracts of the same nature, 
which are now in circulation, to the spread of rational 
and practical opinions on that most important and se- 
rious, and at the same time abused subject of know- 


ledge, religion. 


Dr. Osgood’s Sermons. 


Ow the sixty-seventh page of our fourth volume, 
our readers may find an obituary notice of the Rev. 
Dr. Osgood, of Medford. Since that was written, a 
volume of the venerable minister’s sermons has been 
given to the public. In order to give a specimen of 
the book, and at the same time to prove that he was, 
as we in that notice asserted, liberal, although ortho- 
dox, we will make an extract from the sermon entitled 
Union in Christ, on the text Now ye are the body of 
Christ, and members in particular, 1 Cor. xii. 27. 


‘Considering that we have all sinned, and must perish, unless 
save by the mere grace of God, is not our presumption wonderful 
in pretending that his grace must be limited to those who ehance to 
sce with our eyes, and comply with his revealed conditions as ex- 
plained by us? Whatare we, guilty worms of the dust, that we 
should dare thus to interpose our judgment between God and our 
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God our Father. 181 


With Dr. Osgood, these were not merely pulpit 
opinions; they were deeply rooted, practical senti- 
ments; and many is the time when they have governed 
his conduct towards his brethren, and produced con- 
ciliation, or at least quiet, in assemblies, which would 
otherwise have been scenes of contention. If more 
clergymen, who hold the same doctrines, possessed 
also the same spirit that he did, our Miscellany would 
not have presented so many astonishing quotations 
under the head of Spirit of Orthodoxy, as its pages 
now blush to bear, as a record of the theology of the 
times. If there was not half the excellence in Dr. 
Osgood’s Sermons, that there really is, it would still 
be a sufficient reason for our recommendation of them, 
that they are the monument of charity like his. 


God our Father. 


Is there a lone and dreary hour 

When worldly pleasures lose their power;— 
My Father! let me turn to thee, 

And set each thought of darkuess free. 
Is there a time of racking grief, 

Which scorns the prospect of relief;— 
My Father! break the cheerless gloom, 
And bid my heart its calm resume, 

Is there an hour of peace and joy, 
When hope is all my soul’s employ— 
My Father! still my hopes will roam, 
Until they rest with thee, their home. 


The noon-tide blaze, the midnight scene, 
The dawn, or twilight’s sweet serene, 
The sick, nay e’en the dying hour, 
Shall own my Father’s grace and power, 
Sewall’s Collection. 








.Spoq auo Jo stoquiour Suroq se—AyyedwAs pue od] yenynur jo 
QSI9IIX9 YURISUOD JY} 9q PyNoys asay asayy Suomy *Apoq wonsdur 
Sy 0} SurBuojaq sv pue ‘suoqwuaw sty se payea1) pur poraptsuods aq 0} 
Ajpayqnopun aav “1w1ds siq Jo auengur ay} uapun aq 0} pue £ {yL10y Ne 
sty 90ua19Aa1 0} Jeadde pus ‘pray oy) IsLIyDQ ISpopMonyaw oY ‘wOp 
-LdzssY NOYysnoayy SUONBUIWOUIP pur sy995 qadayip aqy [je Saowe 
Quo Auaso pur [je Spaom Buy ,*squtod jeuLNsop oWoOs Jo UOTNRITdx9 ay 
ur puB Swaoy AY) 0} paRSaa ur uoturdo yo Aya1aea yeous ym Apuaysts 
-U09 UOLSTaa yo syed jeya aq) UT poause aq Ava Kay fpaor7y uOWMOD 
JY JO IsNRd dy} JO JUAMIADUBAPS ayy ACJ SAMOABAPUD Way} aTUN 
pus Suatyjoiq se aaoy Av Aoy) fyprey snormaad ayy pournjqo Suraey 
sv siatjour suo ya drysmoyay avy pue Saaqyjo yora jo syuawny 
-uas pnjoadsau oavy Avw suensuyy “yn aaqye saaanbur penardiun 
218 OM VY yeu ou st fsoanjydiiag oy) Jo UOrINAYsUOd ANO Yoafou JO 
yupe oy) sv Surpsoooe ‘s.19yjo 07 Aytryo ano Suap ao pudyXI OT, 55 

‘sour quasaud ay) 0} UMOP a5B Surpaazvons 
yous YSnoayy faopunse yuar pus uso}, avaq sBy ysLiqy) JO Yaanys ayy 
yorym Aq sarjisowiues pee svotstatp ay} fusaq aavy saouanbasuvd ay 7, 
‘ua JO SOINUdIDSUOD PUB sstipUBysdapuNn oy} uodH pasoduu {jpoayorn 
Sajyours ayia Auvm os ‘asiom *keu fajqqnys puw Avy fpoom fsuonuaa 
“Ul UBWINY adam []V—Ssnorssajuod ‘spoard ‘suoUBd ‘saryo.tBtory ‘s}udUT 
-Yst]quisd YdINYyo jo ssvur ajoymM JY poyeuLsio ‘Suryeods we | yous 
qsurese yards uevtiejoas ayy, “wWatdg ayy jo sunay ourmuas oy) aa¥ osaqy 
fapsode ay} oaatjoq uro am JF ssuIT [we Woampus ‘sui ye 
tpodoy ‘sSunpy ypR aaatyoq ‘sSuryy ye qasweq fyrAd ou oyun 
fumo day you yayeos ‘dn paynd you st ‘yjasir you qajunea, ivy) aod 
-W9} e—S1aduiay URstays oy) toy yoru AuByo pue Ayyrumy podsos 
yey 03 opsoddo ysour aq 02 Wt MOYSs ANOSIG pus aplad syy  *ystayr) Jo 
jedsoS oy jo sou “4stayg jo yards ayy you sty yng Suondiiosap Aa0aa 
JSOUN|e JO syuBsoOId puB soTpouVs Jo AoJOBABYD ay] payavut ‘suan} Aq 
‘sey yorya “tds uvrayjoas onay ay) st sty) ‘spuatay dua ‘41 aAatpog,, 

*woy 
THA diysmoyay pue dryspuaray uenstayo pe aoa yorq sn Surpyoy 
saduaiosuod .lapus}? Ano—azRl1edas aq pus jooye puR}s 0} sn saUtOd 
“oq UW WOYM Wor f9U0 payoIM ayy JO Uaapytys ayy ureuaa Aayy apy 
fuaippyo paidope siq fam fry sparmoz aysoy onuTnuos Loy) apy 
‘por JO Spuatiy payouosaa Oy) 948 am YW ‘spur ano ut ysounoddn 
SABE Iq [LM Sno oI YA ‘sjnos atay, soy UOIssedwos puajaad 
Avut am ySnoyy pue fuonipassd 07 dem oy) ut Ayutez199 se aay Syeruas 
-S9 Wdadp aM Yorym syurod HO sn WO Aayip OYA JB oq SuoMRAyeS 
o fem MOLI OY. UL ApUIRIIID O1B SAAASANO AM Jer fapnyoUod 03 
pay Aypeanjzeu oav am ‘syuowNuas yous Sundopy Ag  jsuvnstayo mozpay 


"SUOULIY § pOOnsEQ "A(T OST 





—e <i 








( 183 ) 
Ordination at Boston. 


On Wednesday, June 30, the Rev. Ezra Stites 
GanneTr was ordained as colleague pastor with the 
Rev. Dr. Channing. Introductory Prayer by Rev. Mr. 
Palfrey; Sermon by Rev. Dr. Channing; Ordaining 
Prayer by Rev. Dr. Kirkland; Charge by Rev. Dr. 
Porter, of Roxbury; Right Hand of Fellowship by Rev. 
Mr. Gannett, of Cambridge-port; Address to the 
church and society by Rev. Mr. Ware; Concluding 
Prayer by Rev. Mr. Pierpont. 

We have been gratified to hear much said in praise 
of the exercises on this occasion; but the accounts we 
have received of the good fellowship that prevailed 
among the ministers of various denominations, who 
were present, gave us more ‘pleasure still. They not 
only attended the services, but afterward sat together 
at dinner; and at table the Rev. Dr. Gardiner, of the 
episcopal church, asked a blessing. Here was mani- 
fested the spirit of Christianity, and. we add fear- 
lessly, of Unitarian Christianity. We say that the 
peculiar influence of unitarianism is to diffuse abroad 
the sacred feelings of charity and brotherly love; and 
we point to this Boston ordination as an instance in 
proof. In Boston, Unitarianism is ascendant; and the 
consequence is, that there is no abuse of the power of 
numbers and popularity; and that even orthodoxy is 
softened down, and looks about her with a pleasant 
countenance. Where else do we meet with this gen- 
eral sentiment of brotherhood? Would the Episco- 
palians or Presbyterians of New York request the Rev. 
Mr. Ware to ask a blessing at one of their ordination 
dinners? Would the Episcopalians or Presbyterians 
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Mistorical Sketch of various Opinions concerning the 
Lord’s Supper. 


Havixe endeavoured, in some preceding essays, 
to give a strictly scriptural account of the authority, 
natu:s and design, efficacy and obligation of the rite 
of the Lord’s Supper, I shall now attempt a rapid view 
of the different opinions which have been entertained 
on the subject, from the earliest ages downward. It 
will present a humiliating picture of the weakness and 
waywardness of the human mind; and will show in 
what wildernesses and labyrinths faith may lose itself, 
when it leaves the direct path of simplicity and the 
gospel. Wemay thus beled to prize more highly than 
before the plain histories of this institution, which the 
sacred writers have preserved to us; to esteem more 
lightly than ever, mere human forms, traditions and 
authority; to be more and more satisfied that Chris- 
tianity is an intelligible system; and to resolve with 
added earnestness to acknowledge no other rule of 
belief and practice, than the word of God. 

We gather from Paul’s account, that this rite was in 


his time generally observed in the church; that it was 
17 
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doctrines which were afterwards established. The 
Logos was supposed to be united in a supernatural 
way with the bread and wine; and the communicants 
were thought to partake in some mystical sense of the 
body and blood of our Lord. ‘These views may be 
met with in the works of Justin Martyr, Ireneus, and 
Clemens Alexandrinus, who use particularly strong 
language, and justify it by the words ‘*This is my 
body,” and **This is my blood.” But Tertullian held 
those words to be figurative. 

It was also at this early age that the Lord’s Supper 
was spoken of as a sacrifice, by some in a figurative, by 
others in a literal sense. Cyprian, who wrote in the 
third century, asserted that it was a real oblation, of- 
fered up to the Deity by the minister, who stood in the 
capacity of priest. 

Many superstitious notions and practices were the 
natural offspring of such opinions as these; and they 
multiplied from year to year. A divine virtue was 
almost of course attributed to the mysterious elements; 
and they were supposed to operate as a direct charm, 
and to possess an intrinsic sanctifying influence. An 
idea of this kind could not fail to be of a dangerous 
moral tendency. The communion—and the same was 
the case with the rite of baptism—was soon considered 
as essential to salvation. As incantations and forms 
rose in the scale of spiritual importance, virtue and 
practical piety descended proportionably. 

In the fourth century the mystics grow bolder, and 
mystical usages increase. Cyril of Jerusalem, as 
quoted by Dr. Priestley, speaks thus; ‘Since Christ 
has said, this is my body, who can deny it? Since he 
has said, this is my blood, who can say it is not se? 
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the common services, with the words //e, Missa est. 
from whence by corruption came the English word 
Mass; and then the eucharist was celebrated.—As it 
vas at that time believed, that in the first administra- 
tion of the Supper, water was mixed with the wine, 
they imitated the supposed example of Jesus.—The 
elements being regarded as of a superior nature to or- 
dinary bread and wine, it was made an inquiry at what 
instant the supernatural commutation was effected; 
and it was determined that it happened while the priest 
was pronouncing the words ‘This is my body.”°—The 
custom of burning candles at this service, was intro- 
duced in the fifth century, and there was a set form 
used for blessing these candles.—Anciently it was the 
office of deacons to serve the elements, but it after- 
wards became the privilege of the priest.—In so insig- 
nificant a circumstance too, as the method of receiving 
the bread, the communicants were required by Cyril 
of Jerusalem to support the right hand with the left, 
and to take especial care that none of it should fall to 
the ground. They were also told that the wine should 
be approached with the body inclined forwards in a 
reverential manner; and it was ordained by no less an 
authority than that of the sixth general council, that 
the hand of the communicant snould be held in the 
form of a cross.—It was usual to kiss the bread, and 
also the hand of the person who administered.—Pomp 
and parade throughout the ceremony, were lavished 
more profusely every day. 

In the beginning of the eighth century we have some- 
thing very near to the doctrine of transubstantiation. 
John Damascenus, a monk, speaks thus, **Jesus has - 
joined to the bread and wine his own divinity, and 
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History of the Lord’s Supper. 191 


and was afterwards presented in one loaf, and then 
broken for participation, was now sometimes baked in 
many small cakes or wafers, principally for the sake of 
preventing any loss. As early as the beginning of the 
sixth century, all who joined in the service were re- 
quired to face the East. But the exact mode of cele- 
bration was not yet determined or prescribed, and 
different churches used different forms. In the begin- 
ning of the seventh century, the canon of the mass, as 
it is now used in the Roman church, was composed by 
Gregory the Great, and in time was universally adopt- 
ed. This pope is famous for having multiplied the 
ceremonies, and greatly added to the pomp and glitter 
of his church. 

In the ninth century, the Catholic doctrine of the 
real presence was for the first time accurately defined. 
This was done by Paschasius Radbert, a monk of Corbie 
in France, who wrote a book to prove that the conse- 
crated bread and wine became the real body and blood 
of Christ—the very same body in which he was born, 
crucified and raised. ‘*It is no other flesh,” he says, 
‘‘than that which was born of the virgin Mary, which 
suffered upon the cross, and which was raised from the 
grave.” His assertions were supported, among other 
methods, by the relation of an extraordinary vision; 
and in those days a dream was generally of more avail 
than an argument. His opinion, however, was new 
and startling, and was not suffered to come into the 
church without much opposition. Many distinguished 
persons declared against it; and the emperor Charles 
the Bold employed a celebrated theologian of the time 
to refute it; so that its success was for a long time fluc- 
tuating and doubtful. In the eleventh century, the 
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faithful. They all receive it equally. Though it 
should be celebrated a thousand times at once, it is 
the same indivisible body of Christ. It is only to sense 
that a single part of the host appears less than the 
whole; but our senses often deceive us. It is acknow- 
ledged that there is a difficulty in comprehending this, 
but there is no difficulty in believing it.” No; there 
is no difficulty in believing anything whatever, if belief 
means the nodding of the head, or the moving of the 
tongue, or the signing of one’s name, at the end of any 
proposition which is offered by those who assume in- 
fallibility, whether the proposition be understood or 
not. 

Several additional forms and ceremonies were intro- 
duced, about the time that this astonishing doctrine 
was established in the church.—Till the thirteenth 
century, those who partook of the sacrament, com- 
municated standing, but now they did so on their 
knees.—In the same century the people were ordered, 
by a papal decree, to fall down in adoration at the 
elevation of the host; the signal for which was the ring- 
ing of a bell. The host was also carried in solemn 
procession through the streets, when about to be ad- 
ministered to the sick.—The great festival of Corpus 
Christi was instituted by Urban IV. in 1264; and 
Thomas Aquinas composed the office for it-—The cus- 
tom of giving the bread only to the laity, and denying 
them the wine, was introduced about this time; though 
it was not universally observed till it was established 
by the council of Constance, in 1415. 

I have left unnoticed a serious controversy, which 
arose in the eleventh century, between the Greek and 
Roman churches on the question, whether leavened or 
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century, and taught that a divine efficacy was impart- 
ed to the bread and wine. 

The church of England, neither in article 25th, on 
Sacraments, nor in the 28th, on the Lord’s Supper, so 
plainly declares a supernatural efficacy in the elements, 
that a more rational faith may not be gathered from 
them; but they are nevertheless, a little mystical— 
The same may be said of the Presbyterian faith, as it 
is set forth in the Assembly’s Catechism. It requires 
rather more explanation, however, before it can be 
translated into christian truth. 

The opinion among thinking Unitarians is, without 
exception, as far as I know, that which I have main- 
tained in the former portions of this treatise. The 
general sentiment, however. among all christians, is 
one of indefinite awe and dread at approaching the 
communion table. It will be long, I presume, before 
such a sentiment will cease to be felt even by protes- 
tants; for it is hard to throw off the chains which cen- 
turies have been forging. 

A few remarks have suggested themselves to me, 
while pursuing the above recital, which I will now 
put down as briefly as possible. 

One is, that antiquity is but poor authority for the 
truth of any doctrine. If, among the very earliest 
fathers of the church, we are presented with the first 
principles of a superstition, as wild as any that ever 
took possession of the brain of man, they are not to be 
reverenced highly, nor trusted implicitly. We may 
resort to them with confidence for a great number of 
historical facts; but their opinions are but opinions, and 
frequently very absurd ones too, and should be ques- 
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Rev. Mr. Duncan’s Sermon. 


Tue following extracts are from a discourse deliver- 
ed May 17, 1824, before the Students in the Theolo- 
gical Seminary at Princeton, by the Rev. John M. 
Duncan of Baltimore. 

‘‘Every Minister of the Gospel now, ought most 
prayerfully and profoundly to meditate upon the signs 
of the present times, and taking his conscience out of 
the hands of ecclesiastical courts and congregational 
assemblies, that the master may form it for himself, 
aim to be fitted for ministerial enterprise by catching 
the spirit of his age.” ‘Our Fathers, whose memories 
we should venerate, and whose names we should 
never mention but with love;—though, let me remark 
by the way, that I have no idea of degrading my com- 
peers in the nineteenth century, nor, permit me to add, 
though it may seem a little vain glorious, of lowering 
my own inconsiderable self, down to the level of an 
irresponsible idiotism, in order to magnify the natural 
powers, the acquired talents, or the spiritual gifts of 
Calvin, Luther, and others, who range along with them, 
under the same providential influences that consecrated 
their effort in the cause of christian and ministerial 
liberty, to the good of mankind. And if, in rising to 
their level, and refusing to exchange one ecclesiastical 
lord of conscience for another, I shall be represented 
as a rash assailant on long established usage and hered- 
itary impression, and can obtain nothing in self-justi- 
fication among the sons of Zion, whom the Son of God 
came to set free; painful as it may be, I will appeal to 


the liberal institutions of my native land, on whose 
18 
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swering a question, which may now be very confidently 
asked, how shall we get along with those of modern 
times who deny these principles, if we have nothing 
but the Bible?— What honest man can withstand an ar- 
gument fairly scriptural? If any, then Paul replies, 
‘if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant.’ ” 

‘*Who can now unequivocally declare the Bible to 
be the on/y rule of faith and manners, without falling 
under the most grievous suspicions, as though he had 
broken his covenant with his God, and denied the 
Lord that bought him. All our religious sects have 
their own classifications of what they suppose to be 
scriptural doctrines.” 

‘*Another classification is yet to be made under the 
auspices of charity, which will be the peculiar property 
of every individual man, as the product of his spiritual 
apprehensions and personal experience. This will re- 
quire the study of the Bible.” 

‘*Much do I marvel, that living in the midst of con- 
troversies, which, like a deathful paralysis have per- 
vaded the whole ecclesiastical body, and shaken every 
ecclesiastical establishment to her very cerntre;—much 
do l marvel, that any man should celebrate the harmo- 
nious operations of this age; assert that our sectarian 
regulations are necessary to create that moral simili- 
tude by which all christians should be known, and 
prognosticate discord and confusion as the legitimate 
and unavoidable consequence of mere Bible authority.” 

‘*Let every man prepare himself for the transactions 
of that hour, when faith in Jesus Christ shall become 
the dignified and honourable principle of christian ac- 
tion, and the known, recognised substitute of ecclesi- 
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given to the public, for the purpose of more extensively 
disseminating those principles of sound protestantism 
which it exhibits and maintains. 

To deliver such a discourse before such an auditory, 
required no small share of moral courage and mental 
independence. We understand that it gave great 
offence to some of the reverend gentlemen who were 
present; let us hope, however, that it will be highly 
useful to not a few of the students in theology. 

Tliis is not the only instance in which the sufficiency 
of Holy Scripture has been asserted before an assembly 
of Presbyterian ministers. In the first volume of the 
Unitarian Miscellany, page 370, we were presented 
with extracts from a discourse by the Rev. Dr. Gray, 
couched in lucid and energetic language, and breathing 
the genuine spirit of the reformation. Yet, we con- 
fess, that nothing was more unexpected than a declara- 
tion of similar principles by the present preacher. If 
we may judge from the discourse before us, his ortho- 
doxy, as regards the doctrines of the denomination to 
which he belongs, remains unaltered; but the sound. 
ness and catholicism of his principles entitle him to 
general respect, for he has rendered an essential service 
to the cause of religion. Where such views are enter- 
tained of the perfection and sufficiency of holy scrip- 
ture, and of the duty, as well as‘ the right of exercising 
private judgment in the interpretation of scripture, it 
may reasonably be expected that what is believed to be 
the truth will be spoken in love, and that those who 
are regarded as under the delusion of error will be 
treated with gentleness. This will be a much better 
illustration .f the value of our holy religion than any 
human system of faith, however ably defended by 
18* 
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the constitution of a christian church.””—This extraor- 
dinary position is thus illustrated and defended. ‘*As 
long as’? (a Presbytery or council) ‘‘continue to put 
questions in the words of Scripture, affirmative an- 
swers will be given, and it may be impossible to dis- 
cover the heretical notions of candidates. ‘The disco- 
very of their heretical opinions is made, either by 


applying questions expressed in terms conveying the 
sense which their examiners put upon the language of 
the inspired writers, or by the candidates giving expla- 
nations which show that their sense of the Scripture 
differs from that of their examiners.” ‘Thus, according 
to this writer, the imperfection and insufficiency of the 
Bible as the sole test of orthodoxy, is proved and de- 
monstrated; yet, according to the shorter catechism of 
his church, ‘‘the scriptures of the Old and New Tes- 
tament are the on/y rule that God has given to direct 
us how we may glorify and enjoy him.”—As Protes- 
tants, we have much to allege against every attempt to 
make the comments and deductions of uninspired and 
fallible men, a more definite and certain rule of faith 
than the declarations of Holy Scripture; but, at pre- 
sent, we conclude by expressing our astonishment that 
christian ministers, calling themselves orthodox and 
evangelical, can allow themselves to speak and write 
‘‘so untenderly about the Bible, and so affectionately 
and feelingly about their own standards.” 
J. T. 
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but sensible men will no longer be deceived by such 
senseless mummery, and they will either adopt a more 
rational religion, or be compelled into utter indiffer- 
ence. We know that this has taken place in instances 
which are numberless, and we are sure that it will 
continue to take place, till the reform is completed 
which Luther only begun.—We will now quote the 
concluding paragraph of the preacher’s first division. 


‘*lt may be said without censoriousness, that the ordinary mode, in 
which Christianity has been exhibited in past times, does not suit the 
illumination of the present. That mode has been too narrow, techni- 
eal, pedantic. Religion has been made a separate business, anda dull, 
unsocial, melancholy business too, instead of being manifested as a 
truth, which bears on and touches every thing human, as a universal 
spirit, whieh ought to breathe through and modify all our desires and 
pursuits, all our trains of thought and emotion. And this narrow for- 
bidding mode of exhibiting Christianity, is easily explained by its early 
history. Monks shut up in cells; a priesthood cut off by celibacy 
from the sympathies and most interesting relations of life; and univers 
sities enslaved to a scholastic logic, and taught to place wisdom in 
verbal subtleties and unintelligible definitions; these took Christianity 
into their keeping; and at their chilling touch, this generous rciigion 
so full of life and affection, became a dry, frigid, abstract system. 
Christianity, as it came from their hands, and has been transmitted 
by a majority of protestant divines, reminds us of the human form, 
compressed by swathing bands, until every joint is rigid, every move- 
ment constrained, and almost all the beauty and grace of nature oblit- 
erated, Instead of regarding it as a heavenly institution, designed to 
perfect our whole nature, to offer awakening and purifying objects to 
the intellect, imagination, and heart, t6 develop every capacity of 
devout and social feeling, to form a rich, various, generous virtue, 
divines have cramped and tortured the gospel into various systems, 
composed in the main of theological riddles and contradictions; and 
this religion of love has been made to inculcate a monkish and dark- 
visaged piety, very hostile to the free expansion and full enjoyment 
of all our faculties and social affections. Great improvements indeed 
in this particular are taking place among Christians of almost every 
denomination. Religion has been brought from the cell of the monk, 
and the school of the verbal disputant, into life and society; and its 
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expelling error is, not to meet it sword in hand, but gradually to 
instil great truths, with which it cannot easily co-exist, and by which 
the mind outgrows it. Men, who have been recovered from false 
systems, will generally tell you, that the first step of their deliverance 
was the admission of some principle, which seemed not to menace 
their past opinions, but which prepared the mind for the entrance of 
another and another truth, until they were brought, almost without 
suspecting it, to look on almost every doctrine of religion with other 
eyes, and in another and more generous light. ‘The old superstitions 
about ghosts and dreams were not expelled by argument, for hardly 
a book was written against them; but men gradually outgrew them; 
and the spectres, which had haunted the terror-stricken soul for ages, 
fled before an irsproved philosophy, just as they were supposed to 
vanish before the rising sun. And in the same manner, the errors 
which disfigure Christianity, and from which no creed is free, are to 
yield to the growth of the human mind. ILustead of spending his 
strength in tracking and retuting error, let the minister, who would 
serve the cause of truth, labour to gain and diffuse more and more 
enlarged and lofty views of our religion, of its nature, spirit and end. 
Let him labour to separate what is of universal acd everlasting ap- 
plication, from the local and the temporary; to penetrate beneath the 
letter to the spirit; to detach the primary, essential, and all-compre- 
hending principles of Christianity from the inerustations, accidenta 
associations, and subordinate appendages by which they are often 
obscured; and to fix and establish these in men’s minds as the stand- 
ards by which more partial views are to be tried. Let him especially 
set forth the great moral purpose of Christianity, always teaching, 
that Christ came to deliver from the power still more than from the 
punishment of sin; that his most important operation is within us; 
and that the highest end of his mission, is the erection of God’s throne 
in the soul, the inspiration of a fervent filial piety, a piety founded in 
confiding views of God’s parental character, and manifested in a 
charity correspouding to God’s unbounded and ever active love. In 
addition to these efforts, let him strive to communicate the just prin- 
ciples of interpreting the Seriptures that men, reading them more 
intelligently may read them with new interest, and he will have dis- 
charged his chief duty in relation to controversy.” 


Under the fourth and last head of the discourse, the 
preacher speaks of the age as in many respects a corrupt 
one, and therefore needing and demanding in the min- 
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and speak of him as an instance of the injurious ten- 
dency and influence of Unitarianism, we can only say, 
that we wish we had many more like him, to be the 
objects of their calumny and misrepresentation, and of 
our pride. With regard to his speculations, we hold 
in the first place, that they were made in sincerity, 
and with a conviction of their truth and importance; 
in the second place, that they are not unfavourable 
either to religion or morality; in the third place, that 
they who do not approve of them, are not bound to 
adopt them; and lastly, that they who read the 
treatises on Matter and Spirit, and on Philosophical 
Necessity, will generally confess, that though they 
may not be disposed to subscribe to them, they would 
find it no easy undertaking to answer them.—As re- 
gards miracles, no writer has been more full and expli- 
cit than Dr. Priestley. With respect to divine influ- 
ence, and prayer, his views do not differ much, if at 
all, from those most usually held by Unitarians; see 
his discourse on the former subject, and the first volume 
of his Institutes, page 102. In all his inquiries, he 
was ready to give up an opinion, as soon as he was 
satisfied of its incorrectness. 

Dr. Priestley’s character was full of the beauty of 
Christianity; and, unless our ideas of him are alto- 
gether erroneous, he was so far from being ‘‘constitu- 
tionally deficient in moral enthusiasm and deep feel- 
ing,’ that he rather seemed to overflow with those 
qualities, which had been poured into his constitution 
in double measure. On this point, we will borrow a 
few observations, which have been made to us by one 
who was personally acquainted with him, 
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ous, affectionate and flourishing; and when he left 
them, he received the benedictions of the parents and 
the thanks of their children.” 

In short, Dr. Priestley was as good as he was great. 
In our opinion, he is not a man to be disclaimed. 
From a country which did not value him, from a 
cuvernment which slighted and discouraged him, and 
from a people who were not worthy of him, he turned 
away, and shaking the dust from off his feet, came to 
rest his bones in afree soil. Our country is honoured, 
in proving his asylum and final resting place. We 
regard his memory with a fond reverence; and every 
time we think of his remote and quiet grave by the 
banks of the Susquehannah, we feel tempted to make 
a pilgrimage there, and offer our thanksgivings to Hea- 
ven for the instructions and the life of such a man. 


Spirit of Grthodoxy. 


Since our last article under this head, we have seen 
several effusions of orthodox feeling, which might well 
have served for themes, had they not been too silly to 
laugh at, or too low to be noticed. But we have just 
met with something, which has so astonished us by its 
extraordinary characteristics of one kind and another, 
that we mean not only to increase its publicity, as 
much as we possibly can, by reprinting it in our little 
book, but shall endeavour to give vent to some of the 
emotions with which it filled us to overflowing, and to 
all of which we are sensible that we can afford no 
adequate utterance. Moreover, we earnestly call on 
all those who have journals or periodical works at 
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want that disposition to undergo sacrifices in the cause 
of truth, which it seems that nothing but a better hope 
than theirs is able to inspire. Yet their party is ex- 
tending itself; and while the leaders, content with the 
sort of admiration which they excite, comply out- 
wardly with the corruptions and superstitions that 
they are undermining, the effect on the community at 
large of this discussion, seems to be paving the way 
for their final destruction. 

‘*The unfortunate course which the most celebrated 
of these leaders, Rammohun Roy of Calcutta, has 
taken, is perhaps not unknown to the society. From 
being an adversary of the Brahmins, his brethren, on 
their own ancient principles, and endeavouring to re- 
store on the authority of some part of the Vedas and 
the commentators, the primeval tradition of the divine 
unity, and to expose the evil of idolatry, of bloody 
and obscure rites, &c. he has latterly turned to profess 
himself a Christian; but it is such a christianity, as, 
being unaccompanied with any submission of mind 
to its authority as a supernatural revelation, leaves us 
no reason to applaud the change. 

‘sA work published by him some time since, under 
the very welcome and just title, “The Precepts of 
Jesus the Guide to Happiness and Peace,’ was an art- 
ful attempt, in exhibiting all the discourses of Christ, 
which represented practice as the sum and substance 
of his religion, to set the morariry of the Gospel 
against its mMysTeRtES; studiously omitting all those 
discourses which joined the two inseparably together. 
The work, if divested of its insidious short preface, 
was perhaps calculated to do good, being composed of 


passages trom the Gospels; but when the baptists of 
i9* 
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tion, and yet that they are not at all enlightened as to 
the remedy wanted for the evils which they discern; 
and that their views respecting satisfaction and atone- 
ment are more remote from the truth than the tradi- 
tions, however distorted and corrupt, of the people 
whom they oppose. That is to say, they are effecting 
the great object of christianity, with opinions which 
are more remote from christianity, than those very su- 
perstitions are, which they are labouring to overthrow. 

Mark, in the second place, the manner in which he 
speaks of Rammohun Roy. This distinguished man 
not only stands foremost in the ranks of those who 
oppose idolatry, but has declared himself a Christian; 
and yet there is no reason to applaud the change. 
He has published to his countrymen the precepts of 
Jesus, as their guide to happiness and peace, which, 
being composed of passages from the Gospels, was 
perhaps calculated to do good—mark that word per- 
haps—and yet, because he defended this publication 
against a direct attack from the baptists of Serampore, 
telling them that he could not find the doctrines of 
trinity, incarnation and atonement, in the christian 
scriptures, he is presumptuously vain, contemptibly 
ignorant, and an abettor of an antichristian apostacy. 
We leave all this to confute itself; merely observing, 
that things are come toa sad pass, when a Hindoo 
philosopher is obliged to defend the precepts of Jesus 
against a direct attack from the baptists of Seram- 
pore. 

With regard to the morality of the Gospel being set 
by Rammohun Roy against its mysteries, we would 
say, that in the common acceptation of the word, 
christianity has no mysteries, for to reveal a thing is 
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but we feel authorised to say, that though we will not 
take on ourselves the awful responsibility of calling 
Mr. Mill an impious man, and his religion an impiety, 
we may justly and safely term him a narrow minded, 
uncharitable man, and withal a foolish man; and we 
hold that his peculiar views of religion have contri- 
buted to render him exclusive, bigoted, and little; and 
we hold further, that it is pretty strong internal evi- 
dence against those views, that they have such an un- 
christianizing tendency. 

And so much for the Rev. William H. Mill, formerly 
of Trinity College, and now principal of the Bishop’s 
College, Calcutta; who, in the radiance of those names 
which he has endeavoured to shade, is no more than a 
mere mote, and who, while Rammohun Roy will be 
remembered for centuries as one of the benefactors of 
his species, will need some antiquary to dig him out 
of oblivion. 


Lines by Francisco de Velasco. 
From Bowring’s ** Ancient Poetry and Romances of Spain,” 
1 TOLD THEE so! 


I Totn thee, soul, that joy and woe 
Were but a gust, a passing dew,— 
I told thee so, L told thee so,— 
And O, my soul! the tale was true. 


Chis mortal life, a fleeting thing, 
When most we love it, swiftest flies; 
it passes like a shade and dies; 

And while it flaps its busy wing, 
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menced his career in life by opening a school for the 
instruction of youth. Whilst occupied in this situa- 
tion, Mr. R. Haldane, a gentleman of fortune and 
great respectability, formed a plan for the greater dif- 
fusion of religious knowledge, amongst the more 
remote parts of Scotland, and to accomplish it, he 
provided a suitable education for a select number of 
pious and zealous young men, to qualify them for the 
undertaking —Mr. Campbell was introduced to him as 
one that was eminently fitted for the situation, and 
was accordingly placed under the tuition of Dr. Ewing, 
one of the teachers appointed. 

‘*At the expiration of the time alloted for these stu- 
dies, he settled at a small town near Dundee where 
Mr. Haldane built a chapel capable of containing five 
hundred people. Here he preached three times every 
Lord’s day, and in the adjacent villages on the week 
days, for six or seven years. 

‘sAt this period he was requested by Mr. Haldane 
to preach at New Castle for three months; at the ex- 
piration of which time the congregation there sent an 
earnest request to their brethren near Dundee that they 
would consent that Mr. Campbell should remain at 
New Castle. They agreed to it, and Mr. Campbell 
accordingly removed his family there. 

‘The sentiments in which Mr. C. had been educated 
were Calvinistic, but by a careful and earnest exami- 
nation of the Scriptures, he saw reason to change some 
of his views both of faith and practice. 

‘‘He was still a trinitarian, and believed in the deity 
of Jesus Christ—although he delighted in declaring the 
love of God as the great source of salvation—the man- 
ner in which all spiritual blessings come to us through 
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conclusive as he at first thought, and as he proceeded, 
his proofs became fewer and fewer. 

‘‘He trembled for the consequences; he had heard 
those sentiments always associated with deism and 
irreligion, and feared exceedingly falling into this 
gulph. He thought the best preservation would be to 
put away all books on either side, and refer to the 
Bible only. 

‘sAbout four months after Mr. Brown’s visit, he 
became almost convinced he had been wrong, and 
intimated to the brethren in the Church that he had 
serious doubts, and begged they would turn their at- 
tention to the subject, and that they might communi- 
cate the fruit of their inquiries to each other. But 
the subject was viewed in too important a light to 
admit of this cool discussion. Those whose minds 
were most averse, would not continue any longer 
unless he would solemnly declare his conviction of 
the truth of that doctrine which he had formerly held. 
The consequence was that about one half the members 
left the church. At that time, and for some time 
afterwards, his views were those which are called 
Arian; he also held the atonement in a qualified 
sense, until, on further examination, he was convinced 
that the Scriptures clearly teach the love of God in 
the fullest sense as the, spring, and himself as the 
great author of salvation, and Jesus as a man approved 
by him, and employed in making his works known 
to mankind.’’* 

The anxiety and distress his change of opinions 
occasioned, by inducing so many highly respected 

* Extracts from Mr. Turner’s Report to the Londen Unitarian 


Fund Society, iuserted in the Monthly Kepository for March, 1814. 
20 
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such havoc on his constitution that Mr. C. had no 
. expectation of recovery, and was frequently preparing 
the minds of his friends, for what he was aware would 
be the inevitable result. 

On the Sunday previous to his death he was not so 
well as usual—on Monday he became worse, and early 
on Tuesday morning a great and distressing alteration 
was perceptible. About seven o’clock his daughter of- 
fered him something to drink; he replied no! I want no 
more in this world—behold death! oh the pleasing 
hope, and glorious immertality!—He kissed her and 
sunk to rest in her arms, 

He was born the 15th May, 1770, and died 20th 
July, 1824. B. B. 


ee 


Dedication and Ordination at Hallowell. 


On the 15th of September, was dedicated a new 
church at Hallowell, Maine, and at the same time the 
Rev Srevens Everett was ordained as pastor of the 
society. The two services were combined.—Dedica- 
tory Prayer, by Rev. Mr. Bartlett of Marblehead; 
Sermon, by Rev. Mr. Walker, of Charlestown; Conse- 
crating Prayer, by Rev. Mr. Parkman, of Boston; 
Charge, by Rev. Dr. Nichols, of Portland; Right Hand 
of Fellowship, by Rev. Mr. Brazer, of Salem; Address 
to the Church, by the Rev. Mr, Robinson, of Eastport; 
Concluding Prayer, by Rev. Dr. Nichols. 
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Heavenly -mindedness. 


I it be really true—indeed if it be only possible— 
that we are born for another world, and that this life 
is intended to prepare us for that world, it can require 
no proof, that the concerns of our grand and ultimate 
destination should mainly occupy our thoughts, and 
interest our cares. But the question with respect to 
the regard which we ought to have to another world, 
does not come fairly before us What surrounds us, 
is this world; what addresses our senses and our pas- 
sions, is this world; what is at hand, is in contact with 
us, what acts upon us, what we act upon, is this world, 
The views which are constantly placed before our eyes, 
regard this life alone and the interests of this life. 
Whatever: promotes this world’s prosperity is praised; 
whatever hurts and obstructs this world’s prosperity 
is blamed; and here the praise and the censure of most 
men appear to end. We see mankind about us in 
motion and in action; but their motions and actions 
are directed to worldly objects. The world in this 
way preoccupies our minds, and gains a place in our 
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Heavenly-mindedness. 297 


of religious feelings and hopes? Do not mistake me, 
as unplying any censure ona real and even a strong 
interest in these pursuits, when entered on with 
proper views. You cannot more truly serve God, or 
better prepare for eternity, than by engaging at proper 
seasons in the duty of your calling, from a sense that 
this is intended as a part of your probation for another 
world. I mean merely to speak of those that engage 
in the business of life as an ultimate end; whose hopes 
and fears all centre upon it; who allow themselves 


no leisure to think of any thing above or beyond it; 


and of these must we not say, that they are sacrificing 
the great object and aim of their existence, and dis- 
qualifying themselves for the happiness for which they 
were designed. 

The great consideration which awakens all this 
activity and interest in merely earthly pursuits, is 
the power of obtaining the pleasures of life which suc- 
cess will give us. And how unsatisfactory, after all, 
are the purest of these pleasures when they are at- 
tained! How far too poor are they to content the 
desires of an immortal spirit! The happiness we 
pursue always flies before us, and alters its place like 
our horizon, as we press forward to reach it. It 
is impossible, [ know, to speak on this subject, 
without repeating observations which under some form 
or other we have all a thousand times before listened to. 
And what is this but the strongest of all proofs of the 
foundation of these observations in truth? It is only 
because every man’s heart responds to them, because 
they are confirmed by every man’s experience, that 
they are found to be thus obvious to every inquirer. 
The very triteness then of these truths, instead of mak- 
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are we to have no thought, no care, no interest in that 
world which is to follow this? 

Do not think that these observations on the vanity 
and uncertainty of all merely earthly objects and 
pursuits are the effects of melancholy and moroseness. 
They are not the offspring of discontent or disgust 
with the world; but the cool and sober result of a con- 
viction produced not merely from some little ex- 
perience and observation, but from the universal tes- 
timony of all the fairest observers of human life and 
human nature, in all nations and ages, authorized and 
confirmed by the decision of the revealed word of God 
Let us then for a moment turn our thoughts from what 
we are justified in calling the low and unsatisfactory 
and transitory objects of this world; and think of those 
on which we are called to give our affections. How 
worthy are they to possess them? If they have ever 
seriously engaged your thoughts, have you not felt 
your soul kindle as you contemplated them? Have 
you not felt that you were engaged in an employment 
fitted to your noblest capacities? Have you not felt 
a sentiment of the true dignity of your nature? While 
your minds have been filled with the thought of God 
all-gracivus, all-wise, all-good, under the image of the 
Father of you and all you love—of Christ the exalted 
Prince and Saviour of mankind, the peculiar guardian 
and friend of all the good through all the ages of eter- 
nity—of the society of purer and nobler beings in 
heaven, welcoming you as their new companion in an 
everlasting career of increasing knowledge, purity and 
joy—of reunion to all that you loved as virtuous and 
good here, to join with them in delightful participation 


of scenes of happiness, which eye hath not seen, nor 
Q1* 
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Liberality of Milton. 251 


Seek by frequent acts of self-denial to wean yourselves 
from all excessive fondness for merely earthly good. 
Let no event of providence pass unnoticed and unim- 
proved. Let every joy be a new call to gratitude, and 
everv sorrow be a lesson of submission, of self-recol- 
lection, of more unreserved trust, and of better and 
more complete obedience. Thus all things will work 
together for your good, and as the abbreviation of time 
and the failure of earthly hope, tinge with a deeper 
shade the evening of life, heaven will each day grow 
brighter to your view, and when at last the shades of 
death shall wrap this world in eternal night, the gates 
of blessedness will roll open before you, and disclose 
the cloudless effulgence, the ever during splendour of 
the city and mansion of your God. 5. C. 


—_—_— 


Liberality of Milton. 


THERE is one circumstance for which we honour the 
name and memory of Milton, even more than for his 
immortal epic—and that is the generous charity and 
liberality of his views, in the midst of a contentious, 
narrow-minded and illiberal age. How he sits, supreme 
and almost alone, above the petty janglers and bigots, 
the gnat-strainers‘ and camel swailowers, who were 
making England mad! Let the exclusive sectary of 
the present day read the free and noble sentiments 
expressed below,* and on such a model let him try to 
reform his own temper. If he does not succeed, in an 


* From a tract, entitled Of T'rue Religion, Heresy, Schism, Tol- 
eration, Ec. 
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though much mistaken, as there it appears, in some 
points of doctrine. 

‘¢But some will say, with christians it is otherwise, 
whom God has promised by his spirit to teach all 
things. True, all things absolutely necessary to sal- 
vation; but the hottest disputes among protestants, 
calmly and charitably inquired into, will be found less 
than such. The Lutheran holds consubstantiation; an 
error indeed, but not mortal. The Calvinist is taxed 
with predestination, and to make God the author of sin; 
not with any dishenourable thought of God, but, it may 
be, over zealously asserting his absolute power, not 
without plea of scripture. The Anabaptist is accused 
of denying infants their right to baptism; again they 
say, they deny nothing but what the scripture denies 
them. The Arian and Socinian are charged to dispute 
against the Trinity; they affirm to believe the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, according to scripture and the 
apostolic creed; as for terms of trinity, triniunity, co- 
essentiality, tripersonality, and the like, they reject 
them as scholastic notions, not to be found in scripture, 
which by a general protestant maxim is plain and per- 
spicuous, abundantly to explain its own meaning in the 
properest words, belonging to so high a matter and so 
necessary tobe known; a mystery indeed in their sophis- 
tic subtilties, but in scripture a plain doctrine. Their 
other opinions are of less moment. They dispute the 
satisfaction of Christ, or rather the word ‘satisfaction,’ 
as not scriptural; but they acknowledge him both God 
and their Saviour. The Armiuian, lastly. is condemned 
for setting up free will against free grace; but that im- 
putation he disclaims in all his writings, and grounds 
himself largely upon scripture only. It cannot be 
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vooks of the Hindoos as I could readily meet with in 
an English dress. Amid amass of wild fables, gross 
superstition, and frequent immorality, I found several 
passages so truly sublime, and many precepts so purely 
excellent, that I thought your readers might very well 
like to be treated with some of them, and be saved 
at the same time the trouble of picking them out, like 
grains of gold from the sand beds of a river. 

The first book which I perused was the Institutes of 
Menu, a civil and religious code, of remote antiquity, 
held by the Hindoos in the highest reverence. It was 
translated from the Sanscrit by Sir William Jones, 
and is contained in the complete editions of his works. 
It is divided into twelve chapters; of which these are 
the titles;-— 1 On the Creation: 2. On Edvecation. or on 
the Sacerdotal Class; 5. On Marriage; 4. On Econo- 
micks and private morals; 5. On Diet, Purification 
and Women; 6. On Devotion; 7. On Government, 
oron the Military Class; 8. On Judicature, and on 
Law, private and criminal; 9. On the same, and on 
the Commercial and Servile Classes; 10. On the mix- 
ed Classes; and on times of distress; 11. On Penance 
and Kxpiation; 12, On Transmigration and Fi.wal 
Beatitude. 

The following sentences are from the fourth chapter, 
the instructions of which are chiefly intended for the 
highest class. 

‘‘Let him take care to the utmost of his power, that 
no guest sojourn in his house unhonoured with a seat, 
with food, with a bed, with water, with esculent rvots, 
and with fruits. But Jet him not honour with his con- 
versation such as do forbidden acts; such as subsist 
like cats, by interested craft; such as believe not the 
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his nest. For, in his passage to the next world, neither 
his father, nor his mother, nor his wife, nor his son, 
nor his kinsmen, will remain in his company; his virtue 
alone will adhere to him. Single is each man born; 
single he dies; single he receives the reward of his good, 
and single the punishment of his evil deeds. + hea 
he leaves his corse, like a log or lump of clay, on the 
ground, his kindred retire with averted faces; but his 
virtue accompanies his soul, Continually, therefore. by 
degrees, let him collect virtue, for the sake of securing 
an inseparable companion; since with virtue for his guide, 
he will traverse a gloom how hard to be traversed!” 

‘sHe who perseveres in good actions, in subduing his 
passions, in bestowing largesses, in gentleness of man- 
ners, who bears hardships patiently, who associates not 
with the malignant, who gives pain to no sentient being, 
obtains final beatitude.”’ 

The succeding extracts are from chapter seventh. 

‘¢Punishment is an active ruler; he is the true man- 
ager of public affairs; he is the dispenser of laws; and 
wise men call him the sponsor of all the four orders for 
the discharge of their several duties. Punishment gov- 
erns all mankind; punishment alone preserves them; 
punishment wakes while their guards are asleep. The 
wise consider punishment as the perfection of justice. 
When rightly and considerately inflicted, it makes all 
the people happy; but inflicted without full consideration, 
it wholly destroys them all_—If the king were not, 
without indolence, to punish the guilty, the stronger 
would roast the weaker, like fish, on a spit; the crow 
would peck the consecrated offering of rice; the dog 
would lick the clarified butter; ownership would remain 


with none; the lowest would overset the highest. The 
22 
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fame here below;—such testimony is revered by Brahma 
himself. The witness who speaks falsely, shall be first 
bound under water, in the snaky cords of Varuna, and 
be wholly deprived of power to escape torment 
through a hundred transmigrations, 

‘Let mankind, therefore, give no false testimony. 
By truth is a witness cleared from sin; by truth is jus- 
tice advanced. Truth must therefore be spoken by 
witnesses of every class.—The soul itself is its own 
witness; the soul itself is its own refuge; offend not thy 
conscious soul, the supreme internal witness of men! 
The sinful have said in their hearts, ‘None sees us;’ 
yes; the Gods distinctly see them; and so does the spirit 
within their breasts. The guardian deities of the fir- 
mament, of the earth, of the waters, of the human heart, 
of the moon, of the sun, and of fire, of punishment after 
death, of the winds, of night, of both twilights, and of 
justice, perfectly know the state of all spirits clothed 
with bodies.” 

‘If thou beest not at variance, by speaking falsely, 
with Vama, or the subduer of all, with Vaivaswata, or 
the punisher, with that great diyjnity who dwells in thy 
breast, go not on a pilgrimage to the river Ganga, or 
to the plains of Curu, for thou hast no need of expia- 
tion.—Naked and shorn, tormented with hunger and 
thirst, and deprived of sight, shall the man, who gives 
false evidence, go with a potsherd to beg food at the 
door of his enemy. Headlong in utter darkness, shall 
the impious wretch tumble into hell, who being inter- 
rogated in a judicial inquiry, answers one question 
falsely.” 

In another part of Sir William Jones’s works, he has 
given some translations from the Vedas, Veds, or Beds, 
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‘sSurely we see this universe tending to decay, 
even as these biting gnats and other insects; even as 
the grass of the field, and the trees of the forest, which 
spring up and then perish. But whatare they? Others, 
far greater, have been archers mighty in battle, and 
some have been kings of the whole earth. But what 
are they? Others, yet greater, Gandawas, Asuras, 
Racshasas, companions of spirits, Pisachas, Uragas, 
and Grahas, have we seen destroyed. But what are 
they? Others, greater still, have been changed; vast 
rivers dried; mountains torn up; the pole itself moyed 
from its place; the cords of the stars rent asunder; the 
whole earth itself deluged with water; even the Sufes, 
or angels, hurried from their stations.—In such a world, 
then, what relish can there be for enjoyment?—Tuov 
alone art able to raise up. I am in this world likea 
frog-in a dry well, Thou only, O Lord, art my 
refuge; thou only art my refuge!” 

It is well known that Rammohun Roy began his 
career of reformation, by endeavouring to prove to his 
countrymen that their scriptures inculcated the idea 
of the unity of the Supreme Being; and that all other 
deities of whom they spoke, were merely personifica- 
tions or symbols, for the benefit of those, whose minds 
it was necessary to address through the medium of 
sensible representations. In support of this assertion, 
he published several chapters of the Vedas, in separate 
pamphlets, in which the unity of God was enforced 
with considerable clearness. I will quote the opening 


paragraphs of one of these, entitled, a Zranslation of 


the Cena Upavishad, one of the chapters of the Sama 
Veda; according to the gloss of the celebraied Shancara- 


charya; establishing the Unity and the sole Omnipotence 
aO* 


CERES: 
oe th wie oy . 


J 
Rs 
ul 
‘ 


, 
‘eee 
re 
é 
by 
= 
hs 
a 
fiat 
hy 
pata 


: 


oo > YB regimes 
Ps ae 





ny 
aA 
ayy 
ed 


yA 
ied 
oy 
uas 
\ 3 
101} 
1ap 
jo 
nod 
ABD 


yal 
50dY 
1O]e 
jay} 
B10 
oy AA 
1014 
9AlL 
cou} 
pur 
Day 
lv 
wos 
IvJ 
ids 
} a1} 
19A2 





‘QAvjoap SEPIA BUI SIY) tANO L¥aUsy ayy se Yons—fsSarys 
je jo Saawaojsue.y ‘aaadosaad Suoywato auy fyujsomod ye fSuyna pe 


fsasnea [jB JO Sy OYI “ashRs yNOYWM {47H Fuipuvyscopun S9pms yuasy 


-Jo2Ur UB yHOYH fSutaway [pe ‘suva yoyyM f{Surdoaans ype *sad2 ye 


“qUA fspptom [pe Surdsess spuvy ynouya § (yjras Suraow “aay oywa 
fam wo aovds fq pawl, Jou SaousstyjaIUL ssaypunog UMO Siy YA 
parysyap {Suipuassuesy pe Ssuipeaiod ype fpueyosadmes pur sou 
faquiasap urs ysaads sayjiou Moy fAziun aynyjosqe Syma tpenba 
jnoywa fssourddey yoopiod fyynsy yoojag,, "1x91 YI URY} 1a}}Aq UDA 
St SALS OSB WY AY AIG Yorum “GUuBowypey jo aseuydeued oy] y 


é4eop 
pue ose pjo fq Sautjaep pur yimoiS Aq ‘uonriorwe 
pur asvasip Aq *ys41y) puke sosuny Lq Saytsip am MOY 
QSOY} YIM UOLUN WO’ pur Sarco] aM WOM asoy? Wody 
sduasqu Aq fajyey pur Aaud ‘Moros pue ARaz SuOIsNTTT 
pue adiivae Aq ‘yjvam pur aiisop 4q payiesse sfpoq 
Siq} ut yuawAofua so} aq aay} UBD YStpoa BY AAS, 
*AP[IGISUIS JO AIpPVos OY} 4YSasajUl OF [IVP JOU PPIM YOryAs 
‘Suiziyjesow jeojacd pur Ajoyouejaw jo ures & st 
Q19Y} *Syoo swes a4} Wor SoSessud Surmoyjoy ay} UT 
ago Piids Surpvarad ‘ouiaudns *7vaa5 oy) |]Bd astAi 
oy} WIZ ‘WIY SMOUY OYM BUOU SI a1ay} ING ‘UMOUY 
9 UBD JIAIIVYM SMOUY ay f][R fsuRay ay Sava JNOYIA 
‘saes ay saXa ynoyyim fAjiy sdsead pu *<;pidea sung ay 
ZOO} 10 pury ynoyIAA ‘Was AjoY siy SpaeMo, ssoaF 
-O.1d Ano UL FYSUe sSuipuvjssapun sno 4211p 0} ayoaut 
OM WOYA SUANjaI JSNUL ]]B VIEOYM O01 ‘pavdoud ype Woy 
WO ‘JB SIzVasIa4 OYM “[]v sezeULUNTTT OYM ‘peoypos 
24} SUNS OULAIp UY} Jo ADVWaadns ay} BIOpR sn yarq,, 
“OU 94) Gt YBaoyor 
jO suonjdiiosap aunjqns ay} Jo uNysIAyd & pulwes [PLA 
Yyotyas JO UojZ10d jsaq ay} fassoa ysatjoy 40 ynhy ayy 
Paj[wo st yom aseussed auo si atoqy, *soopurzy ayy jo 
S91nj}d L198 10 ‘syoug pasoes vy} UoTIUySIpP fq aae YoY 


‘ 


‘soopuyy ay) fo syoog pasang OG 








Cael) DRT 


Sacred Books of the Hindoos. 248 


the real nature of understanding, is the Supreme 
Being; and not any specified thing which men worship. 
Know thou this. 

‘6th He alone, whom no one can conceive by vision, 
_and by whose superintendance every one perceives the 
objects of vision, is the Supreme Being; and not any 
specified thing which men worship. Know thou this. 

**7th. He alone, whom no one can hear through the 
sense of hearing, and who knows the real nature of 
the sense of hearing, is the Supreme Being; and not 
any specified thing which men worship. Know thou 
this. 

‘¢8th. He alone, whom no one can perceive through 
the sense of smelling, and who applies the sense of 
smelling to its objects, is the Supreme Being; and not 
any specified thing which men worship. Know thou 
this. 

Oth. If you, [continues the Spiritual Parent, | from 
what I have stated, suppose and say that ‘I know the 
Supreme Being thoroughly,’ you, in truth know very 
little of the Omnipresent Being; and any conception 
of that Being, which you limit to your powers of sense, 
is not only deficient, but also his description, which you 
extend to the bodies of the celestial Gods, is also im- 
perfect; you, consequently, should inquire into the 
true knowledge of the Supreme Being. To this the 
pupil replies; ‘1 perceive that at this moment I begin 
to know God.’ ” 

We could hardly ask for any thing better than this; 
but this is not sufficient to prove all that was attempt- 
ed by Rammohun Roy. There is so much wild my- 
thology, so much useless fabling, and so much imper- 
fect or bad morality, contained in the Vedas, that the 
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which can probably be suggested concerning them, I 
have formed the best judgment [ could. as to the course 
they prescribed; and, in the due observation of that 
course, I have no recollections which give me uneasi- 
ness. An eloquent preacher of your religious society, 
Richard Mott, in a discourse of much unction and pa- 
thos, is said to have exclaimed aloud to his congrega- 
tion that ‘the did not believe there was a Quaker, 
Presbyterian, Methodist or Baptist in heaven.” Hav- 
ing paused, to give his congregation time to stare and 
wonder, he added, that ‘tin heaven God knows no 
distinction; but considered all good men as his children 
of the same family.” | 

I believe with the Quaker preacher, that he who 
observes the moral precepts in which all religions con- 
eur, will never be questioned at the gates of heaven as 
to the dogmas in which all differ; that on entering 
there, the Aristides and Catos, the Penns and Tillot- 
sons, Presbyterians and Baptists, will find themselves 
united in all the principles which are in concert with 
the Supreme mind. Of all the systems of morality, 
ancient or modern, which have come under my obser- 
vation, none appears to me so pure as that of Jesus. 
He who follows this steadily, need not, I think, be 
uneasy, although he cannot comprehend the subtleties 
and mysteries erected on his doctrines by those, who, 
calling themselves his special followers and favourites, 
would make him come into the world to lay snares for 
all understandings but theirs. Their metaphysical 
heads, usurping the judgment seat of God, denounce 
as his enemies all who cannot perceive tne geometrical 
logic of Euclid in the demonstrations of St. Athanasius, 
three are one, and one three. In all essential points 
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A Christian’s Consolations. 947 


To show a heart grief-rent; 
To starve thy sin, 
Not bin;— 
And that’s to keep thy lent. 


4 Christian’s Consolations. 


Tue late Dr. James Fordyce was discoursing one 
Lord’s day, after his removal to London, on the value 
and efficacy of the christian’s consolations and pros- 
pects, under circumstances of peculiar affliction and 
apparent destitution; when, as an exemplification of 
the truth of the doctrine which he was endeavouring 
to inculcate, he related the following incident as 
having fallen under his own observation. 

‘*While | was a parish minister in Scotland, I 
was requested to visit a poor woman who was repre- 
sented as not likely to recover from her illness. Al- 
though no stranger to the abodes of poverty, the situa- 
tion in which I found this person appeared truly pitia- 
ble. Her dwelling was a mere hovel, she was lying 
ona bed of straw, and was destitute of chose comforts 
which her helpless condition required. Some of her 
children had died, and those who remained were at a 
great distance; so that being too poor to engage the 
services of a nurse, she was wholly dependent on the 
humanity of her neighbour-, who, being in very hum- 
ble circumstances, could not be expected to do much 
more than occasionally to visit her, and to render her 
those good offices which were essential to her preser- 
vation. So strongly was | impressed with the sight of 
her forlorn condition, that L could not help giving 
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Concluding Remarks on the Lord’s Supper. 249 


evangelical, practical and beneficial, I cannot but 
entertain the fervent hope, that they may be adopted 
by those whose minds have hitherto been unsettled 
with regard to it, and also be candidly received by 
others, in the place of opinions which cannot be recon- 
ciled with the simplicity of the gospel. That some- 
thing may in this way be effected, I implore of Him 
who alone is able to prosper the efforts of his servants, 
and the means of knowledge and grace. Be it ever so 
little, I shall be satisfied and grateful. 

Before I bid farewell to my readers, I have a few 
observations to make, which could not have been con- 
veniently introduced into the preceding discussion, but 
which ought not to be wholly omitted. 

And first, I would address myself to that class of 
Christians, who, while they acknowledge the authority 
of this rite, and admit its simplicity, and perceive the 
disgraceful consequences which have attended its va- 
rious human perversions, nevertheless commit the 
weak inconsistency of denying by their conduct what 
they confess with their lips, and suffer themselves to 
be influenced and ruled by the very superstitions which 
their free understandings disdain. ‘To speak, if pos- 
sible, in plainer terms, I mean those Christians, who 
would allow the truth of every word which I have ad- 
vanced in the course of these essays, and who yet 
permit themselves to be kept away from the table of 
their Lord, by a thousand fears, apprehensions and 
misgivings, which they can neither define nor defend. 

To such I would briefly say, how can you thus suffer 
your imaginations, your timidity, or the customs of 


. 


the world, to trifle with your serious convictions? 


How can you answer to your conscience this neglect 


QQ 
93 





MOP 


| oun 
nod 
AL 
Sst 
May} 
ued 
JURA 
mom 
9{qis 
Nau} 
It aq 
ayy 
Basi 
nol 
ssip 
1} jo 
1g 
y 
TAA 
UdA 
Sqo 
TL 
[F3t] 
pure 
yy AN 
ny 
919 
10 
71M 
Aq 
jue 
BAO 





aie yoalqns sity? uo syuswUas Aut yey} VAITTAq [T Sy 
‘raddng s,paory ay) jo *Auoysty ay) WIA Jayje50} Su0y 
-eB1jqo pur Lovoyje ay} Susisap pue aainjeu ay) SAyu0yy 
-nv ay} uo Avs OF pRYy ] JY Poysiuy MOU BAVH J 


‘laddng $.pl0T ay} Uo syspuagy Suipnjau0g 


‘Lf 

«'S}ivay anof uo uoissaidur Areynyes pue Sunsry & 
ayeu Avut 41 yey} adoy ay} ul *yuaploul siyy azeJa1 MOU 
[ pue ss0z1sta pazySyap pue Ayrep say sem J Spaary ays 
sv Suoy os *ynq fsnsa¢ ui daajse jjaj ays MatasazUL Sty? 
Jaqyje skep maj @ UT ‘uRWOM poos puke snoid & jo 7eY} 
useq pry Sayyy Suoy vB Suinp ‘Saajovseyo sazPy *sSuTyy 
][@ JO uorssassod ur sem ays *Suiyjou Suraey *yey3 Saay 
jO pres aq Ajnay 3y51w fy ‘uowsas vatssaudwt as0ut 
B@ AvayY [ Plp JaAgNE “URWOM 34UI]]90x9° SIy) passn0d 
“SIP SHY | —,"aAladu0d UBD UBW JO yIBAaY VY} URY? JO 
‘pavay 1a 10 ‘uves sey ofa uvy} a10m ssessod uoos |]RYs 
I ‘}yeueq Aw s0J popuajur AjsnoiseaS aie ‘payjeo aie 
fayy sve *sSuisayns yussaid Apy *aansevaay Aw si aayz 
‘auioy Aw st usavay puev Sanoiarg Aw si ysisyg snso¢ 
fsayieg Aw si pox) spaysim savy plnod spuaiy pury 
zayjo Aw jo awios pue nod yey) alqeis0jzWOd ssa] st UOTy 
-enjis Aw ‘yjiva uo skep Suwiewas may Aw Surinp °yt 
‘AyluSis Jt SIOp yey *ynq fasBasIp JapuNn Suryuis pur 
‘SUOI}BpOUIMINIIV ajqeiisap pue AuesssdauU |WOS YBIA 
pepraoidun ‘yuapuedep puv ssajdjay Syors we 7 3eY3 
Oni} Stjy ‘aut yim vo10f—a pynom nok *];e Mouy nok 
pip ‘gnq ‘AyjedwAs snok s0j Sais ‘nod ‘yuey [8243 
SB SW119} YONS UL VU pajsoddR ays ai0jaq spsom AuRUt 
pedunouoid you pey | ynq—fsSuijooy Aw 0} aduv19}}N 


‘laddngy s.pso'] ay} UO syanwmagy Supnjau0y  Qve 











Concluding Remarks on the Lord’s Supper. 251 


Is it in this way that he is to be remembered—he, the 
meek, the mild, the merciful! Is it with these feel- 
ings of discord and division, this temper of dogmatism 
and uncharitableness, that they would surround the 
table, contemplate the sufferings, and consider the 
example of the Prince of Peace? Is it in such a frame of 
mind that they would invoke the blessing of the Uni- 
versal Father! Let them take heed, that with all their 
strictness, and all their orthodoxy, and all their 
creeds, they do not at last eat and drink unworthily 
themselves, being without that charity which is greater 
than both faith and hope. Let them, I say, take heed. 

Is it asserted, that any body of Christians has a 
right to form their own articles, and enact their own 
observances, and admit whom they may, and exclude 
whom they may;—I answer, THEY HAVE NO SUCH 
r1iGHT—they have no more such a right than they have 
to make their own Christianity, without regard to the 
will of tts author; they have no more such a right than 
they have to compose their own Bible. ‘They have in- 
deed a right to meet together, and preach and hear 
what sentiments they choose, and subscribe to what 
articles they choose; but when they come to administer 
a Christian rite, they must administer it as Christ him- 
self has ordained it, or they administer no rite of 
Christianity; they must invite a//, as Christ invited all; 
they must deny no sincere applicant, as their Master 
has given them no authority to deny any one;—and if 
they act differently, they exceed their commission, 
they confine all truth and all Christianity to their own 
sect, they curse those whom God hath not cursed, 
they close the door which Jesus threw open, they pre- 
sume to alter an institution which he established, they 
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Christianity in India. 255 
lover of truth will wait patiently for the coming of the 


kingdom—when Christ shall be the head, and all his 
disciples brethren. 


Christianity in India. 


A most interesting Correspondence, relative to the 
Prospects of Christianity, and the means of, promoting 
its reception in India, is now before the public. It 
consists of a letter from the Rev. Dr. Ware, of Har- 
vard University, to the Rev. Mr. Adam, missionary 
at Calcutta, in which several important questions are 
proposed, together with Mr. Adam’s answers to them. 
The questions are twenty in number, and are so well 
calculated to draw forth all the information which 
could be furnished on the one side, or desired on the 
other, that we will copy them for those of our readers 
who have not seen the pamphlet. 

‘*1, What is the real success of the great exertions which are now 
making for the conversion of the natives of India to Christianity? 

**2, What the number and character of converts? 

**3. Are those Hindoos who profess Christianity, respectable for 
their understanding, their morals, and their condition in life? 

‘4, Of what caste are they generally? And what effect has their 
profession of Christianity upon their standing? 

“<5, Are they Christians from inquiry and conviction, or froma other 
motives? 

‘6. Of what denomination of Christians have the Missionaries been 
most successful; Catholic, Protestant, Episcopalian, Baptist, Trinita- 
rian, Unitarian? 

‘7, What is the number of Unitarian Christians? And are they 
chiefly natives or Europeans? 

**§, How are they regarded and treated by other Christians? [s it 
with any peeuliar hostility? 
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Christianity in India. 255 


20, Are there any particular parts of India or of the East, where 
efforts fer propagating Christianity or preparing the way for it, might 
be made with better hopes than in others?” 

The answers are worthy of the questions; they are 
direct, full, candid, and independent. With regard 
to the confidence to be placed in them, Mr. Adam has 
spoken in the following ingenuous, modest, and satis- 
factory manner, in the letter to Dr. Ware, by which 
they are prefaced. ‘*The accuracy of the information 
which these replies contain, depends either upon the 
missionary publications I have quoted, upon my own 
personal knowledge, or upon the authority of others 
whose opportunities of observation entitled them, in 
my judgment, to credit. The correctness of the 
opinions which I have advanced respecting the plans 
that have been hitherto adopted, and those which may 
be henceforth pursued, must be determined by their 
own intrinsic evidence, and by the testimony of ex- 
perience.” 

In answer to the first question, he observes, that 
missionary exertions are either of a direct or indirect 
kind. Among those of a direct nature, he enumerates 
first the translation of the Scriptures, and gives an ac- 
count of the labours of Dr. Carey, Henry Martyn, John 
Chamberlain, Mr. Ellerton, Archdeacon Corrie, Mr. 
Thomason, and Mr. Bowley, in this department.— 
The second direct method he states to be the publica- 
tion of Christian tracts. ‘The number of these appears 
to be large. ‘The Independent or Congregational 
missionaries are thought to have published more than 
have been issued by any other denomination, in the 
same number of years. ‘Their tract society was 
instituted in the year 1817, and in 1823 had print- 
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Christianity in India. 257 


“The mention of these two tracts leads me toa remark which is 
not unimportant in estimating the quantity of Missionary exertion. 
I was not, in the full and proper sense of the term, the author of 
these tracts, at least the Pundit whom [ employed to assist me in my 
native studies was as much tbe author of them as I was, if not more 
so. communicated to him, as clearly as I could in his own language, 
the idea which I wished to convey, while he, retaining only the idea 
and rejecting my erroneous or imperfect expressions, wrote it down 
in a purer idiom and an easier construction. By not permitting any 
thing to pass without fully understanding it, I checked him when he 
had misconceived my meaning, and sometimes assisted him in im- 
proving the expression, and he, on the other hand, by starting objec- 
tions, sometimes led to the improvement of the idea with which I had 
furnished him. I have reason to believe, that most, if not all, of the 
Missionary tracts have been drawn up in the same, or in some similar 
way.” 

Another direct mode of spreading Christianity, is 
preaching the Gospel in the native languages; and this is 
performed either by European missionaries, country- 
born sub-missionaries, or native converts. With re- 
gard to the former, there are by no means so many of 
them engaged in preaching to the natives as is general- 
ly supposed. Avocations of various kinds, and the 
difficulty of making themselves understood without 
much previous study of the languages, keep many from 
this field of labour. Some, however devote themselves 
principally to it. And here Mr. Adam very properly 
introduces a piece of his personal history, which we 
are glad to republish. 


“During the three years I laboured with the Caleutta Baptist Misq 
sionaries, I, in like manner, devoted myself to native preaching more 
than to any other department of Missionary labour; but before the 
end of the third year, they obliged me to separate my labours from 
theirs, because I could not approve of the plans which they prosecuted 
of preachmg principally to the poor and illiterate, and because they 
eould not approve of the plans which | proposed with a view to draw 
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missionaries.—=With respect to the native preachers, 
and the manner in which they are trained, we would 
direct the notice of our readers to the following para- 
graph. 


‘The number of native converts who preach, is much more flue- 
tuating and less certain than that of the Country-born sub-Mission- 
aries. Seareely has a native made a public profession of Christianity, 
and relinquished his caste by passing isrough the ordeal of baptism, 
than, with lamentable inattention to the proper qualifications of a re- 
ligious teacher, he is, io most cases, either employed by the Mission. 
aries, or invited by his fellow-converts to assume that character by 
publicly preaching to his idolatrous countrymen. Seldom, perhaps, 
has the advice of the Apostle James, chapter iii. 1, ‘Be not many 
(O1dacxaror) teachers,’ been more grievously and more injuriously 
violated than by the native converts, and even by the European Mis- 
sionaries, who, long before the converts can have freed their minds 
from the deeply rivetted chains of superstition, far less can have ace 
quired a sufficient knowledge, by ordinary means, of the Christian 
system, so as to be able to silence the shrewd aud designing, and con- 
vince the intelligent and conscientious inquirer, introduce them into 
scenes of angry contest and disputation, in which the personal and 
devotional virtues, just perhaps beginning to take root, are sacrificed 
for the sake of a loud voice and a confident manner, The conse- 
quence is, that, ‘being lifted up with pride,’ they frequently render 
themselves liable to the public censure of their brethren, on account 
of some impropriety of conduct of which they have been guilty; and 
to this, along with other causes, I have no doubt may be attributed 
the suspensions and expulsions of native members from church com- 
munion, whieh, considering the comparatively small number of native 
members in even the largest native church, cannot but be considered 
as extraordinarily frequent.” 


Of these native preachers, Mr. A. reckons up twen- 
ty-seven. Some of them are not remarkably strict in 
their morality, and of one of them, by name Huridas, 
this curious fact is related. In a conversation which 
he had with Rammohun Roy, he ‘‘contended for the 
deity of Christ only in the same sense in which he con- 
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Christian Churches or Societies, the members of which 
are either all Europeans, or partly Europeans and 
partly country-borns, or principally natives.—The 
European societies are only to be found in the army.— 
The mixed societies are five in number, with regular 
pastors, and are chiefly of the Baptist persuasion. To 
these may be added a small Unitarian society. The 
largest is the Independent Society in Calcutta; and 
this reckons short of one hundred members, both com- 
municants and non-communicants.—Fifteen places are 
named, where there are native societies established, 
consisting, on an average, of about twenty members 
each.—With these churches are often connected Aux- 
iliary Missionary Associations; and they are altogether 
productive of much good, though a spirit of secta- 
rianism is too frequently suffered to interfere with 
their beneficial operations. 

Another indirect mode is the promotion of education. 
Many schools both at Calcutta and other places are 
managed with success. Rammohun Roy supports a 
school, chiefly at his own expense, in which sixty 
Hindoo children are educated.—Elementary works are 
also published by the missionaries, both in English and 
the native languages.—T wo colleges, one at Calcutta, 
the other at Serampore, are in their infancy, and their 
success is as yet doubtful. 

The last indirect method noticed is the publication 
of periodical works. Of these there have been nine, 
the most of which are still in existence. 

After this view of missionary labours, Mr. Adam 
| proceeds to state their real success; which, he says, 
‘‘must consist either in the spread of that general 


information which will enable the natives to judge of 
24 
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statement is rendered more probable than the other by 
such facts as these; that the Baptist missionaries in 
Calcutta have baptized altogether but four native con- 
verts, of whom one is dead, and another has partially 
relapsed; that the Independent missionaries in Cal- 
cutta baptized in April, 18253, their first and only con- 
vert, and had hopes of two others; and that in May, 
1$22, the Church missionaries at Burdwan baptized the 
‘wo first converts they had made, and in one year at 
Chunar fowr more. 

To the third question it is answered, that with re- 
spect to the unders/anding of the converts, Mr. A. has 
known but one, who appeared to be a man of some 
reflection—and that this one had, within the last two 
or three years, relapsed into idolatry. None have dis- 
covered that reach of intellect which would inspire their 
countrymen. with respect—With regard to their 


morals, the testimony is almost equally discouraging. 


The frequency of suspensions and excommunications 
from church fellowship is no good sign of their virtue, 
though in some respects they may be superior to their 
idolatrous countrymen.—As to their condition in life, 
they are universally dependent in their circumstances. 
Some are employed as domestic servants, others in the 
printing offices, and others as itinerant preachers, with 
very narrow salaries. , 

In reply to the fourth question, it is stated, that na- 
tive converts have been either Mussulmans or Hindoos. 
The former seem to be a poor set. Most of the apos- 
tacies have been from among them. The two great 
divisions, now existing, of the latter, are the Brah- 
muns and Shoodrus; and of both these the subdivisions 
are exceedingly numerous. When the missionaries 
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Christianity, because they have very little knowledge 
of either. 


‘¢That they are very little acquainted with their former religion 
I state as the general impression left upon my mind, after all the op- 
portunities of observing and conversing with them that I have possess- 
ed during my residence in India; an impression which is confirmed 
by the fact, that, with the single exception perhaps of the Delhi 
brahmun pundit, none of them have been able to read their own sa- 
ered books. That they are as imperfectly acquainted with the reli- 
gion Which they have embraced, even as it is taught them, I would 
state asa general impression acquired in the sane way and corro- 
borated by the following fact. T'arachund Dutt, a native convert, 
residing at Vansvariya, ian one of his publications on Christianity, 
entitled Jnunanjun, compared the three persons of the Athanasian 
Trinity to the three persons of the Hindoo Uriad, and deseribed the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, as, respectively, the Creator, Pre- 
server, and Destroyer of the world. Not only is the Trinity un- 
scriptural, but this account of it is unorthodox; and yet the book 
co) taining it was printed at the Sera: pore Press under the eye of the 
Missionaries, and the author of it, before his retarn to idolatry, was 
esteemed one of the most respectable aud best informed of the native 


couverts.”? 
What then are the motives which have led to their 


conversion? They have probably been, the love of 
novelty, or the pressure of poverty, or the hope of 


gain, or the earnest persuasions and good characters 


of the missionaries, &c. The frequent excommunica- 
tions are proof sufficient that higher motives can hard- 
ly be imputed to them. And here we are presented 
with a disclosure, which, little as we esteem the 
fruits of missionary labour, gave us real pain. 

‘*It is not unworthy of mention in connexion with this subject, that, 
since | embraced Unitarianism, nine or ten of the native converts have 
visited me at different times, either individually, or in coupanies of 
two, three, or four. They had received the idea that | was, nota 
Unitarian Christian, but a Unitarian Hindoo, aud they gave me to 
understand, some with more plainness than others, that if 1 would 
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The answer to the eighth question we give entire. 


‘Dissenters do not adinit Unitarian Christians to their comiaunion; 
but religious differences, except in a very few cases, have happily not 
affeeted the ordmary intercourse of society. I have observed, how- 
ever, that an idolatrous vative is regarded by the reputed orthodox 
with more complacency than a Unitarian Hindeo; and a European 
who ts alike indifferent to all religions is considered « better and more 
hopeful subject than one who professes to be a Unitarian Christian. 
It would be invidious to enumerate the various proofs which I have 
had, in my own experience, of an intolerant, exclusive, and slander- 
ous spirit, Phe degree of it in particular individuals, has in general 
beer contrasted with the extent of ther Knowledge and the accuracy 
of their information respectiog Unitarians and Unitarianism. A cone 
scientions and serious believer in the dogmas of Athanasius and Calvin, 
who is at the same time ignorant and uninformed respecting the real 
character and sentiments of these who reject them, affords to a care- 
ful observer the most instructive lessons on the power whieh bigotry 
sometimes exercises, and the misery which it sometimes oceasions to 


the unhappy person who labours under its influence.” 


Under question the ninth, Mr. A. endeavours con- 
cisely to exhibit those causes, which, it appears to him, 
will long impede the progress of Christianity of any 
kind in India. They are, first, the real or supposed 
antiquity of Hindovism, which leads a Hindoo to look 
with contempt on the comparatively recent date of 
Christianity;—secondly, the belief of the Hindoos, that 
a series of revelations has been made to them particu- 
larly, to which they are indeed willing to admit addi- 
tions, but for which’ they are not willing to receive a 
substitute;--thirdly, the abstruse metaphysical specu- 
lations in which the pundits, or learned Hindoos, love 
to indulge, and which gives them a distaste for the 
plain facts and requirements of the gospel;—fourthly, 
the low state of real science, and the high value placed 
on scholastic subtleties, which place them under the 
combined disadvantages of false learning and actual 
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answer is given, by enumerating several particulars 
with regard tu the method of procedure adopted by 
the missionaries, which appear to have retarded their 
success. We can only afford a bare sketch of these, 
and must refer to the correspondence itself for their 
more ful] developement.—First, then, the choice of 
missionaries has been sometimes injudicious. Per- 
sons have been sent to India, little qualified for the 
attainment of foreign languages, or to inspire respect 
by their general acquirements.—Secondly, the secular 
pursuits of the missionaries distract their attention 
from their spiritual calling. The wants of their families 
must be supplied, and their salaries are not sufficient 
to supply them; so that some degree of secular labour 
becomes necessary, and it is hard to determine at what 
degree to stop.—The number of translations seems, in 
the third place, too great. They have amounted to 
more than thirty; and Dr. Carey is the only responsi- 
ble person in carrying them through the press. This 
is spreading the labour of one man over far too wide 
a surface, and must be the occasion of much error. 
Beside which, the received text is invariably followed, 
with all its errors.—Fourthly, the choice of matter for 
iracts, is, as already stated, highly injudicious.—Fifth- 
ly, the typography of the tracts and translations is 
generally bad.—Sixthly, the custom of preaching in 
the streets, injures the reputation of the missionaries 
in the eyes of the respectable natives.—Seventhly, the 
mode of treating inqguirers, or those who come to in- 
quire about Christianity, is injudicious. ‘They are 
generally supported while they remain with the mis- 
sionaries; and thus a premium is given to laziness, 
and suspicion is cast on the means used in conver- 
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fifth of the entire native population, would naturally 
prefer unitarianism; and their influence would have 
some effect on the rest of the people; fifthly, that con- 
versions to Mahunimudanism are not rare among the 
middle class, and this justifies a hope of a conversion 
to a better religion; sixthly and seventhly, the ex- 
istence of other sects in India who acknowledge the 
simple unity of God, encourages the same conclusion.— 
The progress of the best and simplest views of Chris- 


tianity, must however be exceedingly slow and gradual; 


and the unitarian missionary must be content to work 
and wait long, without receiving much visible fruit 
from his labours. 

The answer to the twelfth question is,in substance, 
as follows. There are so few in India who are in- 
terested in the propagation of a rational Christianity, 
that great aid might no doubt be rendered by uni- 
tarians in Europe and America. ‘*With regard to the 
kind, the way, and the means, these may be briefly 
summed up in two words, men and money.” Ameri- 
can missionaries have been allowed to labour in va- 
rious parts of India. If missionaries cannot be con- 
veniently sent, funds may be transmitted either to the 
London Unitarian Fund Society, of which the Rev. 
W.J. Fox is secretary, or to the Calcutta Unitarian 
Committee, of which Mr. Adam is himself the secre- 
tary. Until unitarian missionaries are sent, funds 
are required principally for the following purposes. 
First, for the erection of a unitarian chapel in Calcutta, 
which cannot be accomplished without foreignaid. Se- 
condly, for the better support of the Anglo-Hindoo 
School. already established by Rammohun Roy. Thirdly, 
for defraying the expense of printing such works in En- 
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become acquainted with European literature, or the 
Christian religion, but for the purposes only of busi- 
ness and social intercourse. They know it therefore 
as a spoken rather than a written language; and they 
pay no attention to any other of the languages of 
Europe. 

To the sixteenth question this is the answer. 

‘The natives are so generally desirous of having their children in- 
structed in English, that a knowledge of that language will probably 
soon become, if it may not be considered to have already become, an 
indispensable requisite in the edueation of respectable Hindoo youths. 
English learning, in the wide sense, is little cultivated, and the Eng- 


lish improvements in the useful arts are adopted only to a very limited 
extent.” 


To the seventeenth question Mr. Adam replies, that 
the benefits which have arisen from the translations of 
the scriptures, cannot be considered very great, but 
he entertains hopes that they will be greater. A 
beginning only has been made; but this, beginning 
will render more easy the progress of future transla- 
tors. Very few of the unconverted natives read the 
scriptures; the few who do, are principally the unitarian 
Hindoos. All the male converts can read; and they 
receive the meaning of the scriptures implicitly from 
their teachers. 

There is so much good sense in his reply to the 
eighteenth question, that we shall transcribe a consi- 
derable part of it. 

‘‘From the sentiments which I have already advanced, you will 
have perceived, that, in the present state of society, 1 do not entertain 
very sanguine expectations of gaining individual converts of education 
or belonging to the higher classes of society. Besides the odium at- 
tached to the Christian name on account of the character of the native 
converts, a Hindoo, whatever be his rank or learning, the moment he 


becomes a professed Christian, loses his caste, and with it all the 
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illustration of the mode in which it appears probable 
that Christianity will work its way in this country, and 
obtain at last a local habitation and name amongst 
its inhabitants.”” 

In answer to the nineteenth question, which relates 
to the faithfulness of the translations which have 
been made, Mr. Adam points out some mistakes in one 
of Dr. Carey’s versions, which prove that greater ac- 
curacy might and ought to be attained. He then 
shows, that the received Greek text has been invaria- 
bly followed, with all its errors, by all the translators. 
This is made manifest in a set of tables with parallel 
columns. 

In answer to the twentieth and last question, which 
inquires whether there are any particular parts of the 
East, where efforts for propagating Christianity, or pre- 
paring the way for it, might be made with better hopes 
than in others, Mr. Adam gives his decided opinion, 
that ‘*Calcutta presents fewer obstacles, and affords 
greater facilities, than any other part of the Eastern 
world.” Next to Calcutta, and the territories subject 
to the Bengal Presidency, Madras, Bombay, Colum- 
bo, and Singapore are mentioned; then the Punjab, in- 
habited by the Shikhs, whose ancestors ‘renounced 
Hindooism, and, without becoming Mussulmans, pro- 
fessed the doctrine of the Divine Unity, combining 
however in their system various principles and prac- 
tices of both religions.” The only other country 
which seems to present a favourable opening for unita- 
rian missionaries, is Persia; and several strong reasons 
are given for this opinion. 

And here we conclude our abstract of this very in- 
structive pamphlet, the information of which we have 
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Arianism and Humanitarianism. 


"Tose two great divisions of Christians, respect- 
ively denominated Unitarians and Trinitarians, have, 
among other considerations which they have brought 
into debate, mutually charged each other with not 
being agreed among themselves, and with separating 
into domestic subdivisions, on questions which nearly 
relate to the points at issue. ‘The charge on both sides 
is correct; and cannot be denied by any one who is at 
all acquainted with the state of the church. There is 
more than one kind of Unitarians, and there is more 
than one kind of Trinitarians. The fact is indisput- 
able. 

But between these variations on the one side and the 
other, there is a distinction to be drawn so marked and 
so wide, that it must materially affect any argument or 
consideration deduced from their existence. The dis- 
tinction is this. Unitarians agree in their conceptions 
of the personal nature of the Deity; Trinitarians do 
not. Unitarians have but one mind and one creed, so 
far as the Supreme Being is concerned; Trinitarians 


begin to differ at the fountain head, at the very origin 
26 
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Of the Arians themselves, there have been several 
varieties; such as the Eusebians and Eunomians, the 
high Arians and the low Arians; but these shades have 
gradually passed away, and been suffered to melt into 
the one general doctrine which we have stated above. 
In support of it, are commonly advanced considerations 
of the following import. 

It is urged, that the dignity of the Saviour’s mission 
required that it should be committed to a nature more 
dignified than that of man; that it was of too awful, 
too heavenly, too mysterious a character, to be entrust- 
ed to a being like ourselves; that so many encouraging 
promises would not have been made to the patriarchs, 
that so many splendid predictions would not have been 
uttered by the prophets, that angels would not have 
sung, that a forerunner would not have been sent, 
merely to prepare the way for a human Messiah, for a 
simple man.—It is also urged, that a stronger impres- 
sion would naturally be made on the minds of men, by 
the knowledge that they were spoken to by the first and 
brightest of created spirits, than if they regarded the 
messenger as nothing more than one of their own kin- 
dred. And it is added, that a more affecting proof is 
rendered of God’s love and compassion toward us, and 
a more effectual call is made on our gratitude and obe- 
dience, by the mission of so glorious a being, than 
could have been done by the employment of so humble 
a creature as man.—It is insisted, moreover, that the 
final exaltation of Christ above every name in heaven 
or on earth, and the solemn judgment which is to be 
committed to him, is inconsistent with the supposition 
of his mere humanity.—We offer an insult, it is said, 
to one whom the Almighty has so especially honoured; 
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chapter, beginning at the 32d verse, is contained the 
remarkable discourse of Jesus, in which he so: often 
declares that he is the living bread which came down 
from heaven.—In Romans, i. 3, we read thus; Con- 
cerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was 
made of the seed of David, accurding to the flesh; and 
in this and similar passages, it is asserted that the ex- 


pression according to the flesh is purposely introduced. 
to point out the extent to which Christ is to be regard-. 


ed as man, that is, merely with regard to his: human 
body.—For they drank of thut spiritual rock that followed 
them, and that rock was Christ. 1 Cor. x. 4. This 


text, together with the ninth verse of the same chapter,. 


Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, 
has been supposed by some to intimate the preexistence 
of the Messiah; but the following from 2 Cor. viii. 9; 
is more generally quoted, For ye know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was-rich. yet for your 
sakes he beca:ne poor, that ye through his poverty miglit 
be rich.— Another passage, consisting of the sixth and 
seventh verses of the second chapter of Philippians, 
has also been much insisted on. In the common ver- 
sion it stands thus; Who being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God, but made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form 
of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men. By 
translating this text properly thus, Who being in the 
form of God, did not regard this resemblance as a thing 
to be eagerly grasped at, it has been taken out of the 


hands of those who maintain the proper Deity of Christ, 


and claimed by those who believe in his preexistent 
dignity. 
26* 
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religious worship, and who pray to him as such. But 
at present there are few who retain this belief; and it 
is generally considered as inconsistent with the spirit 
of true Unitarianism, and founded chiefly on a mis- 
apprehension of the force of the Greek word translated 
worship. 

Our second prefatory observation is, that it is unjust 
to the believer in the humanity of Christ, to charge him 
with regarding Christ as a mere man, if by that expres- 
sion is meant a man no more highly endowed than 
other men. The Humanitarian indeed believes, that 
with respect to his nature, Jesus was truly and simply 
a man; but he also believes that he was connected with 
the Deity as no other man was ever connected, that he 
was entrusted with a mission such as no other man ever 
held, that he was invested with a superhuman dignity, 
that he was clothed with divine powers, that he was 
taught by the Father to speak as never man spake, and 
was enabled to perform miracles and mighty works, 
which no man could do unless God were with him; he 
believes that God has given him a name above every 
name, except his own most hely name, which he will 
not give to another, that he has made him the head of 
his church, and the judge of men; and with this belief 
he is far from considering the Saviour as a mere man. 

After these explanations, we will return to the argu- 
ment. In answer to the considerations from the nature 
of the case which are presented by the Arian, the be- 
liever in the simple humanity of Christ would deny 
that the mission on which he was sent required a super- 
human being to communicate it. Such a position 
was assumed, he would say, not only without scrip- 
tural authority, but without reason. ‘The proper 







































































































uf 


Nr ee ltl il lk lt 


“~~ _ - wa 


_—~—: 





jo qoalgo ue si ystayd 7eUY POY OYM SsuBIUTIIOg VY} BIB 
VWIy} UIYP—Aayyey AO JayIOU Jaya JO UOIjUaAIazUl 
B41 JNOYIA pojvald sum oy yak pu fuvUE e sem WIUPW 
qBy} S}QNOpP suo ONY “ysvay 9y) UI ystAyYQ jo AjluRUT 
“ny dadoid ay) oaye Jou svop 41 ‘jadsox s,meyneAl 
jo ssagdeys ysuy 0.3 ayy jo SXavajuood ay) 40 Sssaueuin 
-uaS ay} uO spuadap puv fursidij19 yo auo st uonsenb 
DY, ‘JOU Op eos fpaedd A1ay) UL SNsaf jo UONdaDu0g 
Snopnovalpy oy} aoujyd SaouRjsur soy Samog ‘uoruido 
jO SadUdJaYIp JOUIW aueB dI9Y) fsuRIaY SuowL sv {jaar 
SB ‘SUBLIBJIUTUIN]T Suowe yey) ‘st ysay ayy, ‘aye 0} 
SUO1}VAIISGO OM} DALY OM SSty Jdua}}e aM aIOJaq JN 
‘IULIZIOP UMO MOY} JO NODAL] U1 BUIOS 
yuasaid =pue ‘sjuawnSae asayy samsue 0} ‘AyraRwny 
ajdaus sty ureyuiew om asoyy jo yard 94) Ue *1nO0A 
“BapUud P[NOYS 9M JVY) SUTBULAI YT —“ySIAYD JO BDUAzSIXO 
~aid ay) Jo autsj20p ay} pjoy oym asoyy Kq parnppe oak 
Yory Sainjdiaos puv uosvad wos yo ‘syuamnsav pedis 
Guid ay} paziqryxa Aparey MOU AVY IAs FRY} VADI[IG 9 AL 
‘SL'qoyy “sppysom 
ay) apout ay osjn wmoyn hg— 21 *Ol “tl *}oQ  “7sIs 
-U0d ssury) yo way hg pun ‘sSury) yo asofag st ay pun 
funy sof pun Suny hg pajnasa asam sSuryy yo fssanod 
40 *sayyodwurd so Ssuownuop so ‘sauosy, aq hoy? 
4ayjaym Saqqisiaur pun apqisia Syjipa Ut atv yoy] pun Suaa 
“DIY UL aL JOY) Spajnasd ssury) 2) atamn wUny fig 4o—'6 
‘in yey ‘ysauy9 snsap hg ssury), yo paynasa oym *poy 


—g mA 10g | ‘ury Ag an pun ‘sdury) 1) aap woyn 
hq ‘ysryg snsap psovy auo pun sury ur an pup *ssury) 
qY ain moyn fo suayynyz ay) ‘por auo yng st asay) sn 
0} Ing “Burmojjoy ay} ase yong “ppsom ayy pazea.so 
pox woym Aq yuase oy} sv snsap yuasaidas 0} pasoddns 


AIB YIM $}X9} JO ssujo Vase aay fasay} Oplsog 


“USIUDLLD)LUDULIYT PUD wsriuDisy 3% 

















Arianism and Humanitarianism. 285 


The Humanitarian would further contend, that the 
final exaltation of Jesus is not at all inconsistent with 
the supposition of his human nature. He cannot con- 
ceive why God might not, as the reward of perfect 
obedience and submission unto death, confer glory and 
authority on a man as well as on an angel; and it seems 
to him to savour of pride and presumption rather than 
of humility and piety, to take alarm at the idea of 
being judged by any one whom the Great Disposer 
should see fit to appoint. 

And finally, he will repel the charge of refusing to 
render due honour to his master, or of degrading him 
from his proper rank and dignity, by holding the belief 
of his human nature. He will declare that he rever- 
ences his doctrine as the doctrine of Him who sent 
him, that he venerates his character as one of spotless 
purity and perfection, that he regards him as qualified 
in every way to execute his divine commission, that he 
receives him as an all-sufficient Saviour, that he could 
do no more if he was, as represented, the highest of 
created beings; and, that whatever others might deem 
necessary to dignity and impressiveness, he for his own 
part should consider the life of Jesus Christ, as one to 
which an archangel’s nature could add no majesty. 

On the part of the Humanitarian, let us in the next 
place examine the scriptural phrases, which the believer 
in our Saviour’s preexistent dignity produces in behalf 
of his theory. 

The title Son of God, it is well known, is not con- 
fined in the scriptures to the Messiah. It will be sufh- 
cient to quote but one text in evidence. ‘*As many 
as are led by the Spirit of God,” says St. Paul in Rom. 
vill, 14, ¢*they are the Sons of God.” They who love 
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it does not admit of a literal interpretation, and cannot 
signify a peculiarity of nature, for how can the same 
person be the first born among many brethren, and at 
the same time an only-begotten son? 

As to the title, Prince of life, it is explained by the 
succeeding clause, whom God hath raised from the 
dead; Acts iit. 15. It simply means, that Christ, by 
his resurrection, was the deader* to everlasting life— 
Our Saviour is called the Image of God, because he 
was the representative of God, because he exhibited 
before mankind the majesty and perfection of God.— 
He is called the power and wisdom of God, on the 
same accounts. It would seem almost impossible for 
any person, with his calm senses about him, to mistake 
the import of these terms in such a connexion as the 
following— We preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a 
stumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but 
unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God, and the wisdom of God. What can 
these words mean, but that the ignominious death of 
the Saviour, which was a cause of offence to the Jews, 
and of ridicule to the Greeks, was nevertheless re- 
garded by believers as an event which would set forth 
the power and the wisdom of God? 

We proceed to the texts, which are urged in sup- 
port of the Arian hypothesis. 

‘¢Being made so much greater than the angels.”— 
The Greek word ayyzAog in its simplest sense signifies 
a messenger; and thence it is used to signify a messen- 
ger of God, and sometimes a spiritual being employed 
as the messenger of God. In the chapter from which 
the above passage is taken, the apostle intends to show, 


* The Greek word is apynyog, 
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io honour himself; it is his Father and their God by 
whom he is honoured; and what this honour is, is 
plainly signified in the 56th verse; ‘‘your father Abra- 
ham rejoiced to see my day; and he saw it, and was 
glad.”” Now itis very certain that Abraham did not 
see, in a literal sense, the day of Jesus Christ; but he 
foresaw it, he looked forward to it, and he rejoiced to 
behold, with the eye of faith, the time when the pro- 
mised Messiah was to appear on earth, to make known 
the mercy and faithfulness of God, and to triumph over 
sin and death. This commission was the honour which 
he received of his Father, and a proof of his superiority 
over Abraham, because Abraham himself anticipated 
its consummation with grateful joy. But the Jews 
persist in understanding him literally, and ask him, 
with an air of mockery, how it was possible that he 
could have seen Abraham, as he was not yet fifty years 
old. Jesus does not think proper to undeceive them, 
or explain himself, but continuing his previous train of 
thought, and applying their misapprehension to his own 
purposes, replies, ‘Verily I say unto you, before 
Abraham was, I am;” which is the same as if he had 
said, It is not of my age that I speak, but of the work 
which was given me to do; and I tell you that I was 
appointed to that work before Abraham had a being. — 
By this interpretation, the whole conversation is made 
consistent and intelligible. It is obvious that the Jews 
misunderstood our Saviour throughout; and equally 
obvious that Jesus spoke in a figurative manner of the 
dignity and heavenly origin of his office and mission. 
We have no more right to draw the inference from one 
portion of his words, that he actually and literally ex- 
isted before Abraham, than we have to assert from 
27 
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which is in heaven.”—-It is impossible to read the dis- 
course of Christ to Nicodemus, without perceiving that 
the whole is highly figurative. The word translated 
heaven, is known to every biblical student to be used 
in the scriptures in a great variety of significations. 
To ascend into heaven, means, to possess an intimate 
knowledge of the will of God, and to be intimately 
connected with him.* ‘The interpretation therefore, of 
the above passage is, ‘‘No man hath obtained an inti- 
mate knowledge of the purposes of God, but he whom 
God hath sent, even the Son of Man, who holds pecu- 
liar communion with God.’ Against a literal inter- 
pretation there are insuperable objections. It will be 
sufficient to mention that the Son of Man could not 
have been in heaven, or the place from which he de- 
scended, at the very time when he was conversing with 
Nicodemus; and yet he says, **The Son of Man, 
which is in heaven.”>——With regard to the discourse of 
Jesus in the sixth chapter of John, it is evident that he 
is speaking of the spiritual nature of his mission and 
instructions. He calls himself the bread of life which 
came down from heaven, because he brought a religion 
which had God for its author, and was a revelation of 
life, light and immortality, We should say more of 
this chapter, had it not already been examined at some 
length in a former volume of our work.t 

The passages in which Jesus is said to come in the 
flesh, or to be of the seed of David according to the 
flesh, if they intimate another beside his human nature, 
may be claimed by the Trinitarian as well as the Arian, 


* See Schleusner on the word OUupavOS. 
+ See an able explanation of this portion of Seriptare, from a cor- 
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Christ really existed at the time of the departure of the 
Israelites vut of Egypt, he did not exist under that form: 
The meaning of the apostle most probably is, that the 
water which flowed out of the rock along their march, 
resembled the blessings which flowed from the Gospel 
of Christ.—Of the other text, the following interpreta- 
tion by Archbishop Newcome, is doubtless the true one; 
‘‘Nor let us tempt, try, prove, provoke Christ now, 
as some of them did God at that time.” 

‘‘For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.””—St. 
Paul is stirring up the Corinthians to a liberal contri- 
bution in behalf of the poor Christians of Judea, and 
urges upon them as motives, the generosity of other 
churches, and the example of their master, who, with 
the means of comfort at his command, submitted toa 
life of deprivation, hardship and suffering, that they, 
by his constant devotion to the purposes of his mission, 
might partake in the riches of grace and salvation. 
This is the plain sense of the passage; and there seems 
to be no reference to any peculiarity of nature of one 
kind or another. 

‘SWho, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God, but made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant,. 
and was made in the likeness of men.”,—As was before 
observed, this passage has been exceedingly perverted 
by the mistranslation of our commen version. As it 
has been already explained, however. in the fifth 
volume of the Miscellany, page 37, we will merely 
vefer our readers to that article, and quote a part of 

27* 
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whom all our christian blessings proceed, and to whom 

we offer up our worship; and one Lord, even Jesus 
Christ, through whom ali these blessings have been 
communicated, and through whom we have access unto 
the Father.’” 

‘‘For by him were al! things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 
or powers; all things were created by him, and for 
him; and he is before all things, and by him all things 
consist.”—We are to notice in this text, first, that by 
all things may be meant all persons. The original is 
ca wavta, which, though in the neuter form, may be 
thus translated without violence, and which must be 
so translated in verse 0. ‘*By him to reconcile all 
things uvto himself; or more properly all persons, 
every one. We should notice, secondly, that by the 
word created we are to understand the new or moral, 
and not the natural creation; an interpretation which 
is fully authorized by Eph. it. 10, and 2 Cor, v. 17, 
‘* For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto gocd works.” ‘*Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is @ new creature.’ Thirdly, it is to be 
remarked, that by all things that are in heaven and 
that ave in earth, must be meant the same as in the 
20th verse, where it is said, that all things, whether in 
earth or in. heaven, are reconciled unto God by Christ. 
Now it is evident, that by these terms are signified 
certain classes of men, as Christ did not come to 
reconcile the inhabitants of heaven to God; and equally 
evident that in more than one place the apostle has 
used them. to. mean the two great bodies, of Jews and 
Gentiles; as in Eph, i. 10. **Vhat in the dispensation, 






























lI} 
sn 


1A 
Jal 
iP) 
ON 
Rd 
LOG 
DY} 
lod 


U9 


YW} 
Ob 
/d 
9 


'Y 


Uf 


{} 





“uontps 


“pay §60g ated “padsoxy oni fo autujroey ayy wuswuptinjius) SIG 29g » 


WO1y S1ayIV_ sno SpogH, BuO jNq SE aay} sUBnSIYY 
Sn Of s, faseiydesed sty si sig? puy ,, my yYsnosyg 
om pur ‘ssury, P{R aw MIOYM Ysnosy; "Sly snsof¢ 
‘piory auo pur funy-o7 aM pus ‘sda [fe av uOY ms 
Wilf SAYA IY} POL, DUO SI A192 SN OF, “aSAIA 
QfOYUM ay? JO UOTVR[SURA, S.JojUadsRD si Surmoyppoy ayy, 
*YSNOLY] PIJV{SUBA} 19}}9q Uvaq Avy pynom (w19) ;RUISIIO 
84) fasnR[d puodas oy) UL Ag nonIsodasd oy) Jo prajsuy 
gc wty Aq am pue Ssdury) [ye ase Woym Aq “sty suser 
piory ovo pue fury ul am puv SsSulyy Tye are MOY 
jo S49yjRY Vy, Spor, BUO JNq SI aiay} SN 0} INGs, 
‘AWYSOpY Iq} JO Uae oy} sv 
‘snsap 0} paquose aq 0} pasoddns st uonraso jeangeu 
QU} YOIYM UL *s}X9} D804} 02 PUaI}R AOU SN jay 
<¢88019 9} Jo YyVap 
SNOIULMOUS! puR Suyvwions9xd ayy uUaaad fyjvap o}UN 
qUsIpoqo Suisg Suoywerypuuny Jvlqe ysow ay} 0} pasziut 
eqns oy Saamod pue yues Areutpso Jo uv B se UOIRIp 
-UOD [RUAI}X9 UT Sutaqg puy ‘ust Aavutpsao Jo ssauayly 
Jy) Ul Suleg pues *,UBAIS-pUuog B Jo UOIZLYS JO 49}9BITYD 
94} Suryy} *yuNode Ou Fo Jyaswmiy apea Auwsjzuosd ayy 
uO jnq ‘sodvzURApe jBuOssed uMO sy ajouro1d 0; paso; 
“ula aq 0} ‘Aaid v se pox, 0} adULTQuMasad SIy} PavSar 
jou pip ‘suamod auiaip qjim pomopua pure ‘ApLI0yNeR 
auLAIp YIM wiy Aq payjors *fosaWt pue aaoyz siy Jo sop 
“USSUQUI JY} PUB S{[IM SYRAGYaL JO a]VIAII IY} oq 0} 
pajuiodde ‘uoisstmmod poyiusip jsou 94} YpTA pazsaa 
“UL SUOIZRIS AO 19}OBILYD aULAIP B Ul Sutog Soym fsnsar 
WSlIYD UL Osye sem YryM *nod Ut aq Ppnods UOIjtsodsIp 
JVY} IOs, “ASIOA YUU AY) 4B -Fuipua pure ‘yyy ay} ye 
Suruuisoq ,fasessed vy) jo astaydeavd s.uopuadaey ugg 


"USLUDLUV]LUDULIYT PUD UWLSIUDLAE? P63 











Arianism and Humanitarianism. . 297 


been translated ‘‘the worlds.”? There is no single 
instance in the New Testament, in which it necessa- 
rily means the world or the material creation; but its 
general signification there undoubtedly is, @ space of 
time, adapted to things and persons therein existing, 
and including those persons and things; or more brief- 
ly, an age, or the ages. A more proper translation 
therefore, would be, By whom, or Through whom, he 
formed the ages; that is, by whose instrumentality 
or mediation he constituted the new dispensation of 
things. 

‘‘God, who created all things by Jesus Christ.” It 
is sufficient to say of this text, that Griesbach has re- 
jected, as spurious, the words ‘by Jesus Christ.” 
The words of the apostle, therefore, simply are, 
**God, who created all things.” 

Having offered such explanations as the above, of 
the texts relied on by the Arians, the Humanitarian 
will pursue the argument by advancing the following 
objections to their hypothesis. 

He will say, that such a system tends to place the 
Saviour beyond the range and circle of our most affec- 
tionate sympathies; that we can have few common 
feelings with one whom we regard as raised so entirely 
above our own nature; and that the events and suffer- 
ings of his life would appeal to our hearts with a 
power very much diminished and overshadowed, by 
the mystery of his super-human origin and essence. 

He will object, in the second place, that the Arian 
scheme is calculated to weaken the influence of our 
Saviour’s example. What an individual of one order 
of beings has accomplished, is no rule for the conduct 
of another order. An angel might perform with ease, 
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tory of Christ, and by several passages in which he is 
plainly and without reservation spoken of as a man, 
that even if there were some few texts more difficult 
of explanation than those already considered, he should 
still feel himself bound by the laws of interpretation, 
to adopt the most evident system. 

The following are some of the passages to which the 
Humanitarian would refer. 

The forerunner of the Messiah, John the Baptist, 
speaks of Jesus as a man, ‘After me,” he says, 
‘‘cometh a MAN who is preferred before me.’ Johni. 30. 

The people on all occasions regarded him as a man. 
‘Never man spake like this man,” said the messengers 
of the Pharisees. John vii. 46.—-The blind man whose 
sight Jesus restored, answered the inquiries of his 
neighbours by saying, **A maw that is called Jesus 
anointed my eyes,” &c. John ix. 11.*—Who does not 
remember the exclamation of the Centurion at the 
cross, **Truly this man was the Son of God!” Mark 
xv. 39. 

Hear the words of Jesus Christ himself; *‘But now 
ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, 
which I have heard of God.” John viii. 40.—**As the 
Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son 
to have life in himself; and hath given him authority to 
execute Judgment also, because he is the Son or Man.” 
Here our Saviour gives as a reason for his being ap- 
pointed the judge of men, that he isa son of man, 
that is, a human being like ourselves. 

The Apostles, after their illumination by the Holy 
Spirit, speak of their ascended master as a man, and 


* Carpenter remarks, that in the gospel of John alone, Jesus is 
called a man seventeen times, 
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into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh.’ 2 John 7. 

‘‘Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, 
was raised from the dead, according to my gospel.” 
2 Tim. ii. 8. 

Language like this, we must say, we consider deci- 
sive. We have never seen it explained consistently 
with any system which denies the proper and sole hu- 
man nature of Christ; and we have never seen it at- 
tempted to be explained, except by resorting to the 
unauthorized scheme of his two natures, which we re- 
eard as nothing better than an ingenious evasion of the 
direct and simple declarations of Scripture. 

Jesus Christ our Saviour was declared to be a man 
by him who was sent to announce him—he was regard- 
ed asa man by his cotemporaries, both friends and 
foes—he spoke of himself as a man—he lived, he taught, 
he wept, he prayed, he ate and drank and was subject 
to hunger and thirst, he was tempted, he suffered, and 
hedied,asa man. We are expressly told that he rose 
as a man—that as a man he is the mediator between 
God and men—and that as a man he will come, invest- 
ed with power from the Almighty, to be our judge. 


Carpenter’s Summary of Scripture Evidence re- 
specting the Person of Jesus Christ. 






WeE recommend to those who are desirous of ascer- 
taining the nature and degree of the evidence exhibited 
in the New Testament with respect to the person of 
Christ, the following table from Dr. Carpenter’s excel- 
28 | 
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was strictly and properly a human being, having no 
existence before his human birth. 

‘The doctrine of the equality of Jesus with the 
Father is favoured indirectly by the general evidence 
fur the proper deity of our Lord; but it is opposed by 
much of what is contained in this evidence. On the 
other hand, whatever oppuses the doctrine of the pro- 
per deity of Jesus, still more opposes that of his 
equality with the Father. ‘The reader is therefore re- 
quested to refer to the second column as well as to the 
first, for the evidence against the last mentioned doc- 
trine. 

‘If the evidence for the proper deity, or preexist- 
ence of our Lord, be inadequate, the doctrine of his 
proper or simple humanity follows of course. Hence, 
where Jesus Christ is spoken of, silence as to any sup- 
posed superior nature, is positive evidence in favour of 
his simple or proper humanity. 

‘The six following pages contain, I trust, a faithful 
SUMMARY GF THE EVIDENCE OF EACH SEPARATE BOOK 
in rHe New JEsrTaMENT, IN FAVOUR OF THE PRINCIPAL 
OPINIONS RESPECTING THE PERSON OF J:sus Curist. 
I believe no explanation will be found necessary re- 
specting the plan adopted.” 
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Preexistence. 





Simple or Proper Humanity. 





Nothing in favour of it. 


< 





Favoured by the whole tenor of the history, 


important and honourable commission 
from God. 








Nothing. 





The whole tenor of the historu, which is the 
same as that of Matthew’s history. 








Nothi ng’. 


The whole tenor of the history, which is the 
same as that of the two preceding. 





Nothing. 


The whole history, in which, though Jesus 
is often spoken of, after his resurrection, 
and the effusion of the holy spirit, no refer- 
ence is made to his supposed superiority in 
nature, and he is called man without guard 
or comment. 








Inference from an ob- 
scure passage 1 Pet. iii. 
'9. admitting a different 
explanation. 


—_—_—_——_.__ 








an ee ee 
The complete silence of the Apostle as to 
any superior nature, and unqualified use of 


our Lord. 








Nothing. 





Remote inference from 
lV. 4, 14, 





| nar 

Remote inferences from 
x. 4.9. xv 47, all ad- 
|milting ofa different ex- 
iplanation, 





Complete silence as to any superior nature. 








Complete silence as to any superior nature; 
and stress Jaid upon the humanity of Jesus, 
ud his subjection to the law. 





Nothing inconsistent with the proper huma- 
nity of Christ; and obvious stress laid upon 
his being MAN. Expressions scarcely ex- 
plicable, and reasoning irrelevant, upon 
the doctrine of a superior nature 





Nothing. 








Complete silence as to a superior nature.— 
The Apostle calls Jesus Christ a MAN in the 


most wnqualified manner, and in terms which 
exclude his proper detty. 





which is that of a man acting under a most 


language implying the proper humanity of. 
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Preexistence 





Simple or Proper Humanity. 





Nothing. 





9, | 


Inference from vill. 
obviously admitting, i 
not requiring, a differ- 
ent interpretation. 








Complete silence as to a superior nature. 











Nothing in any way inconsistent with the 
|simple humanity. 































Nothing, uniess il 
inferred from i. 3. Viii. 
3. 








—_ 


be |. Vothing in any way inconsistent with the 
is! mple humanity of Christ. He is calieda 
MAN in the most unqualified manner; and 
a stress is laid upon his being a MAN, with- 
out any intimation that he was not man in 
the common acceptation of the word. 






























Nothing. 











Complete silence ot the Apostle as to a su- 
perior nature. He speaks of his exaltation 
to important agency in the new dispensa- 
tion, where a superior nature is supposed 
to be speken of. 
























Nothing. 





Inference from ii. 7. 









Complete silence as to a supertor nature; une 
qualified language respecting his proper hue 
uvanity. 


















Nothing even apparently implying a supe- 
rior nature, except a passage admitting of 
1 suiluble application to the Man Christ 
jesus 















Inference from i. 15, 17 
(N. B.—The  passag: 
proves more or nothing. 





iceal silence as to a supertor nature; but ap- 
varentiy opposed by the passages here re- 
ferred to, which, however, refer to the 
‘igh dignity and agency of the exalted Sa- 
viour. 



























Nothing. 


Remote 





{ 


in 


CTCWCES roi 
Se eo a a. 
and passages) which 


prove more or nothing. 








Silence as to a superior nature. 





—— 





‘Direct assertions of the Ww riter; — 
nity by expressions admitting a just in- 
terpretation consistent with those asser- 
Lions. 
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Preezistence. 


- 





Simple or Proper Humanity. 








Nothing. 








Nothing. 











Countenanced by the 
usual inter pre tation of 
i. 15. iii. 13.31. vi. 33 
38.51.62. vill. 58. xvi. 
28. xvii. 5: all of which 
admit of a just interpre- 
tation consistent with 
the proper humanity of 
Jesus.— Directly opposed 
by the general tenor of 
the history, and by the 
declaration of our Lord 
himself, vill. 49. 





Nothing, unless iv. 2 
be supposed to refei 
to if. 


Complete silence as to a supertor nature. 








Complete silence 2 as toa superior nature. 











relist (i. 14), and by the 
.jof our Lerd himself, ( 


a 





God. the 
positions, 


tensive and rapid. 


Countenanced by the assertion of the Evan- 
express declaration 
‘viii. 40); and by the 
reneral ienor of the + ae y, which is that of 
MAN, Who felt the affections of a man, was 
regarded and treated as a man, experienced 
the sufferings of a man, and at last died as 
Apparently opposed by passages 
W hich, as usually interpreted, refer to his 
supposed prior existence, and even to his 
proper deity; but which, in reality, imply 
no more, than that the Man Christ Jesus, 
was favoured with peculiar communion with 
God, was made the medium of a most impor- 
tant and gracious revelation, 


and was, under 


sole «zent of those miraculous inter- 
by which the truth of that revela- 
lion was established, and its spread made ex- 





Comple te silence as toa 


only. 


any superior nature, 
and great s'ress laid on the fact, that Jesus 
was a MANin reality, and not in appearance 





Nothing, except a re- 
mote inference from 
the expression ‘Root of 
David.’ 





humanity of Jesus. 





2 


Complete silence as to any superior nature. 
Nothing really, and very little apparent- 
ly, inconsistent with the simple or proper 
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Professor Stuart’s Discourses on the Atonement. 311 


Under his second division he attempts to prove the 
doctrine. He says that philosophy has nothing to do 
with it, and that it rests entirely on Scripture. And 
here let us attend to his reasoning—the following argu- 
ment for instance. ‘**The most rigid sect of moralists 
among the heathen, did not admit that pardoning 
mercy could with any propriety be extended to those 
who had incurred the penalty which justice demanded. 
Seneca declares that a wise man does not remit the 
punisbment which he ought to exact. How then could 
this philosopher, or those who were like him, dis- 
cover or believe the doctrine of subsiitufion or vica- 
rious suffering by the death of the Son of God??—And 
what has ~eneca to do with the matter? What if his 
notions of justice and mercy were incorrect—does that 
set aside the claims of reason enlightened by Scripture? 
An eye for an eye, and a tooth fora tooth, said they 
of old time; but what said Jesus? His doctrine was 
somewhat different; and he is our master. Instructed 
by him, and by the general tenor of the sacred volume, 
we have learnt that true justice, especially divine 
justice, does not interfere with true mercy, nor true 
mercy with true justice; and that the being who has 
made his creatures frail and then requires from them 
perfection, is neither just nor merciful, but cruel and 
revengeful. Such is not God, the Christian’s God. 
Having been taught these sentiments, by these in- 
structers, why talk to us of Seneca? We are willing 
and happy to allow that we have gained our views 
from Scripture; but is that a reason why we should not 
apply them to the doctrine of atonement? To us it 
appears to be the very reason why we should. A pro- 
per undersianding of the attributes of God we derive 
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Professor Stuart’s Discourses on the Atonement. 313 


and was impressed anew with a sense of his religious 
obligations. The sacrifice was-a means of securing 
his allegiance. But that it was ever regarded asa 
substitute for moral duty, or an atonement for moral 
delinquency, is contradicted by the fact that it was 
never admitted as an expiation for great crimes, and 
by the impassioned declarations and denunciations of 
all the prophets, frem Isaiah to Malachi. **’fo what 
purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? 
saith the Lord; I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, 
and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood 
of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats.” **Bring no 
more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto 
me.” ‘*Wash you, make you clean; put away the 
evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do 
1.7? The Israelites had abused 
the institution of sacrifice; they used it as a cover for 
their sins; they made a great smoke and parade in the 


evil; learn to do wel 


temple, and then went out, to wrong the fatherless 
and commit abominations. This would not do; and 
the messengers of Jehovah told them so. Repentance 
was then, as it ever must be, the only true atonement 
for sin; and Jesus Christ came to lead us to repentance, 
and supply us with high and spiritual motives to obey 
the moral law of God. In order perfectly to fulfil his 
mission, especially that he might rise from the dead, 
it was necessary that he should die. This was the 
great sacrifice. The ritual was done away, as unpro- 
fitable and useless, now that its moral end was so 
much more effectually accomplished; and this was the 
analogy which is so ofte:: mentioned and illustrated in 
the epistles of the New Testament; and we cannot 


better sum up what we have been saying, than in the 
29 
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race of New Zealand—every part of our degraded race, however 
ignorant or barbarous, that have at ail acknowledged the existence ot 
any Divinity—have agreed in offering to him propitiatory sacrifices? 
Does this universal custom of the mere children of nature, look as if 
the doctrine were revolting to the first principles of the human breast? 
Or does it look as if the hand of Omnipotence had enstamped on the 
very elements of our moral constitution, a susceptibility of receiving 
it, a predisposition to admit it? Who will or can explain the origin 
and prevalence of vicarious sacrifices, on any other ground than this?”’ 

And where is the school-boy who could not explain 
it better? It does really seem as if when people took 
up a doctrine like this, they must, as a thing of neces- 
sity, say farewell to their common sense. Now in the 
name of common sense, we would ask Professor Stuart, 
whether he can account for the sacrifices of the neathen 
in no other way than by supposing some instinctive 
glimpses of the doctrine of atonement? Why does a 
weak man send presents to a strong man, whose anger 
he fears, or whose protection and favour he wishes to 
conciliate? Is not this the principle of sacrifices, the 
whole and only principle, as clear as the sun, and as 
plain as the alphabet? The savage believes in the ex- 
istence of a spiritual being whose anger can crush him; 
and when he thinks he has offended him, what course 
does he take? He gives him some of his fruits, his 
grain, or his flocks, and perhaps he burns it, to make 
it reach to heaven; and thus he hopes to avert the 
wrath which he dreads. Is any thing more natural, 
more obvious—and we would add, more grossly un- 
worthy of a spiritual, passionless, perfect Deity, such 
as we believe our God to be? And yet this method of 
propitiating Heaven, which fear and ignorance suggest 
to the savage, which was permitted for a time among 
the Jews in consideration of their weakness, and which 
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the way which always was and always will be the true 


one—to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
before God. 


Forgiveness of Sins for Christ’s Sake. 


Amonc the faulty translations in our common ver- 
sion of the Bible, which have greatly contributed to 
nourish misapprehensions of the Christian system, a 
remarkable one is that of Eph.iv. 32. ‘And be ye 
kind one to another, tender hearted; forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you.” 

The original of the phrase here rendered ‘‘for 
Christ’s sake,” is ev Xpirw, literally in, by, or through 
Christ. The expression is often used in the New 
Testament, in. various connections, and the in- 
stance before us is almost the only one in which it is 
translated ‘‘for Christ’s sake.”? Why this should be 
selected as a case of departure, it is hard to see; par- 
ticularly as many of the other instances are strictly 
analogous to it. Some of-these we will quote. 

In Rom. vi. 23, we read, **The gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus. Christ our Lord.”’—In the same 
epistle, vill. 39, we have **The love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.’—In | Cor. i. 4, the apostle 
thanks God ‘‘for the grace which is given you by Jesus 
Christ.”—2 Cor. v. 19, **God was in Christ reconciling 
the world to himself.”?—Eph. ii. 7, **His kindness te- 
wards us through Christ Jesus.” 
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Infidelity among the European Clergy. 319 


figured Christianity, while at the same time they have 
been deemed essential parts of Christianity, have been 
a most fruitful source of infidelity. Men of acuteness 
and intelligence cannot be made to believe, that the 
omniscient Deity is the author of scholastic schemes, 
or that he requires a belief of incomprehensible doc- 
trines; but as they have always been taught to consider 
Christianity as inculcating such doctrines, the hasty 
course which they adopt is to reject the religion. 
Now, though blame is doubtless to be attached to both 
sides, we do not hesitate to say where, in our opinion, 
it lies most heavily; for we believe that they who have 
disguised and debased Christianity, are beyond com- 
parison more guilty than those, who without strict in- 
vestigation, have refused to embrace it thus disguised 
and debased. 

it is a still more disgraceful fact, that in many 
countries this infidelity extends to the clergy—that the 
very men who are daily and hourly preaching the dog- 
mas, or performing the rites of what is called Chris- 
tianity, believe not a word of what they utter, and 
secretly despise the mummery of their own hands. 
We lately met with an anecdote in point. It forms a 
note to ‘*Letters from Spain, by Don Leucadio Do- 
blado,’? an authentic book, though published under a 
ficticious name. The note is headed, On the Preva- 
lence of Scepticism among the Catholic Clergy; and is 
as follows. 

*¢f once heard an English gentleman, who had resided 
along time in Italy, where he obtained lodgings in a con- 
vent, relate his surprise at the termination of a friendly 
discussion which he had with the most able individuals 
of the house, on the points of difference between the 
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Dr. Miller’s Lecture on Creeds. 321 


say they, “‘here is Dr. Miller who can, and has, and 
you may as well talk to the winds, as argue with us 
any more about the matter.” 

Without going into a regular examination of this 
lecture, and stating what parts of it we admit and what 
parts we deny, our opinion concerning creeds and con- 
fessions may be briefly expressed thus. It is very 
natural and very justifiable that a religious denomina- 
tion should desire to see its opinions set forth in a con- 
densed and systematic form, so that they may be refer- 
red to, and quoted, and compared,with other opinions, 
and with scripture. It is giving a palpable shape to 
what was before floating about among many minds; 
and it enables one denomination to form definite ideas 
of the doctrines held by another. It also affords the 
historian and the moralist a better opportunity than 
they would else enjoy, of tracing the changes, the 
varieties, and the progress of human opinion. But the 
authority of these creeds under any figure or disguise 
we do utterly deny. And their great importance as a 
bond of union we do likewise deny. We deny that 
they should ever be made the terms of admission to 
church membership, or that clergymen should ever 
be required to subscribe them. We deny that they 
are of the least value in preserving the purity or even 
the unity of any church; and we believe, that on the 
contrary, where they have been established as tests, 
they have been the fruitful occasion of fraud, con- 
tention, prevarication, and perjury. We hold that 
they should always be freely examined and discuss- 
ed, especially by the sect whose opinions they were 


intended to embody, and that they should be altered 
30 
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Dr. Miller’s Leeture on Creeds., 323 


guard against the highest degrees of corruption and strife, without 
some test of truth, explicitly agreed upon, and adopted by her, in 
her ecclesiastical capacity: something recorded; something publicly 
known; something eapable of being referred to when most needed; 
which not merely this or that private member supposes to have been 
received; but to which the church as such hus agreed to adhere, as a 
bond of union, In other words, a church, in order to maintain ‘the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace and love,’ must have a 
CRrEED—a writTEN CreED—to whieh she has formally given her 
assent, and to a conformity to which her ministrations are pledged, 
As long as such a test is faithfully applied, she cannot fail of being in 
some good degree united and harmonious; and when nothing of the 
kind is employed, I see not how she can be expected, without a 
miracle, to escape all the evils of diseord and corruption.” 

To these dogmatical assertions we will merely op- 
pose the case of the unitarian churches in Boston; the 
ministers and members of which meet together and have 
long met together, in perfect harmony, understanding 
each other’s sentiments, and respecting each other’s 
consciences. We will venture to say that among no 
other denomination of Christians on earth does there 
prevail a more delightful fellowship. But where is 
the creed which they require each other to subscribe; 
where is the confession which they oblige an indi- 
vidual to make, before they can hail him as a brother? 
They have none—it is a thing abhorrent from their 
principles.—But Dr. Miller somewhere says, that 
where there is a mutual understanding, there is in 
reality a creed. And what of that, inconsistent and 
contradictory Sir? We do not mean that people 
should have no opinions of their own, but simply 
that they can have such without drawing them out into 
a catalogue raisonnée, and calling on people to sub- 
scribe it; and that they can, without such a parade, 
agree together im the bond of peace. All this you 
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Dr. Miller’s Lecture on Creeds. 325 


In the first place, heretic is a word which comes to 
his lips as readily, and is dealt about as generously, as 
if he were the head of the Holy Catholie and Apostolic 
Church himself. Indeed, we.never think of him now, 
that he does not present himself to our mind, with a 


triple crown on his head, and a couple of great keys 
in his hand. ’ 


But we should not speak in this way of a man for 
whom we desire to feel respect, were we not authorised, 
nay, obliged in duty to do so, by such passages as the 
following. 


“‘What I venture to assert is, that, as a general fact, the most 
ardent and noisy opponents of ereeds, have been those who held cor- 
rupt opinions; that none, calling themselves ehristians, have been so 
bitter in reviling them, in modern times, as the friends of Unitarian- 
ism, and those who were leaning toward that awful gulph.” 


And again. 


“It is an invariable eharacteristie of the orthodox that they lay 
great stress on the knowledge and reception of TruTH; that they 
consider it as necessary to holiness; that they deem an essential part 
of fidelity to their master in heaven, to consist in contending for it, 
and maintaining it, in opposition to ail the forms of error. On the 
contrary, itis almost as invariable a characteristic of modern heretics, 
and more especially of those who fall under the general denomination 
of Unitarians, that they profess lightly to.esteem modes of faith; that 
they manifest a marked indifferenee to truth; that they, for the most 
part, maintain, in so many words, the innoeence of error; and hence 
very naturally reprobate, and even vilify, all faithful attempts to: - 
oppose heresy, and to separate heretics from the church.” 


And again. 


“The influence of two or three individuals, of popular talents, im 
Massachusetts, more than fifty years ago, in gradually undermining: 
orthodoxy, and in reconeiling the public mind to heretical opinions, 
is as well known, as it is deeply deplored, by many whe are aequaiut- 
ed with the ecclesiastical hustury of New-England. The authors of 
this mischief have long since gone to their account; but their works 
30* 
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True Liberality. $27 


ble language in which this master spirit gives vent to 
his righteous abhorrence of spiritual thraldom, and his 
determination to preserve an unsullied conscience and 
a perfect liberty. 

‘s—The church; to whose service, by the intentions 
of my parents and friends, [ was destined of a child, 
and in mine own resolutions; till coming to some ma- 
turity of years, and perceiving what tyranny had in- 
vaded the church, that he who would take orders must 
subscribe slave, and take an oath withal, which, un- 
less he took with a conscience which would retch, he 
must either straight perjure or. split his faith; [ 
THOUGHT IT BETTER TO PREFER A BLAMELESS SILENOE 
BEFORE THE SACRED OFFICE OF SPEAKING, BOUGBT 
AND BEGUN WITH SERVITUDE AND FORSWEARING.”” 


True Liberality. 


We have given sufficient proof, we believe, in the 
gourse of our work, that we do not confine the term 
liberal to those merely whose doctrinal opinions coin- 
cide with our own. If we cannot render it to the 
whole body of the orthodox, it is only because so few of 
them are in realify liberal. But we are always glad, 
very glad, to acknowledge the just claims of any indi- 
vidual of any seet, to so honourable and christian a 
title. And this we do with respect to the Rev. John 
Hewlett, a divine of the English Establishment, and 
author of three lately published volumes of excellent 
sermons. We ground our acknowledgment particu- 
larly on the following extract from his sermen on Infi- 
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Inireduetory Chapters of Matthew’s Gospel. 329 


Mareion, who lived in the beginning of the second 
century; while that of an internal nature is mainly 
drawn from the inconsistency, real or apparent, be- 
tween his.genealogy of Christ and that given by Mat- 
thew—but if Matthew’s is not genuine, there can of 
course be no question on the subject. 

Against the genuineness of the two first chapters of 
Matthew, the evidence is much stronger. It is prin- 
cipally, however, of an internal character; for these 
chapters are contained in all the existing manuscripts 
and versions, 

But the external evidence is not without weight. 
The Gospel of Matthew was originally written in 
Hebrew, for the benefit, as is supposed, of the Hebrew 
Christians, and was afterwards translated into Greek. 
Now, it is well known that the Ebionites, who were 
the greater portion of the early Hebrew Christians, did 
not receive the two first chapters of this Gospel, as a 
portion of it. It was peculiarly their Gospel, it was 
written for them, they would naturally feel anxious 
to preserve the whole and no more than the whole of 
it, yet we find that their copies did not contain what 
are at present its two first chapters. 

The early reception of these chapters is accounted 
for, by those who deny their authority, thus. The 
first verse of the introduction is a proof, say they, that 
it was a separate document in Greek. The Book of 
the Generation of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the 
Son of -lbraham. When Matthew’s Gospel was trans- 
lated, the translator, or some early transcriber, pre- 
fixed this book to the Gospel, as a suitable introduc- 
tion toit. In this way it was so soon incorporated with 
Matthew’s true performance, that we now have it in 
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Introductory Chapters of Matthew’s Gospel. $31 


He says, chap. ii. 33, accurding to Griesbach’s read- 
ing, *‘His father and his mother marvelled at those 
things.”” In verse 41, of the same chapter, we read, 
‘this parents went to Jerusalem.” In verse 48, Mary, 
says to her son, ‘‘Behold, thy father and I have 
sought thee sorrowing.” At the commencement of the 
genealogy, he calls Jesus ‘‘the son of Joseph.” 

With regard to this last expression, however, it 1s 
answered, that Luke himself guards against its being 
misapprehended, by making use of the reservation, 
‘sbeing, as was supposed, the son of Joseph.” But to 
this it is replied again, that we are not required to un- 
derstand the clause as a reservation. We may, with 
quite as good reason, understand it as a strong aflirma- 
tion of the fact, thus; ‘*being, in truth, as he was sup- 
posed to be, the son of Joseph.” This reading is 
further recommended, when we consider, that as it 
was the object of Luke te deduce the descent of Jesus 
from David, it was not at all to his purpose to prove 
that Joseph was descended from that monarch, unless 
Jesus was Joseph’s son. 

The above is a slight outline of the evidence against 
the introductory chapters of Matthew, and of the prin- 
cipal inference to be deduc*d from their probable want 
of authority. To some it may be convincing; to others 
not; while others again may think that there is not 
sufficient proof on either side to determine the honest 
inquirer. Let every man be persuaded in his own 
mind. If he pursues his investigations with care and 
humility, and decides impartially according to the 
preponderance of testimony, he does but his duty, and 
he need not fear rebuke. 
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Home. 


Where is the smile of sadness, 





Of meek-cyed patience born, 
Worth more than those of gladness 

Which mirth’s bright cheek adorn? 
Pleasure is mark’d by fleetness, 

To those who ever roam; 
While grief itself has sweetness 


At Home! dear home! 


There blend the ties that strengthen 
Our hearts in hours of griet, 

The silver links that lengthen 
Joy’s visits when most brief; 

There eyes in all their splendour, 
Are vocal to the heart, 

And glances gay or tender 
Fresh eloquence impart; 

Then, dost thou sigh for pleasure! 
O! do not widely roam; 

But seek that hidden treasure 

At Home! dear home! 


Does pure religion charm thee 
Far more than aught below? 

W ouldst thou that she should arm thee 
Against the hour of wo? 

Thivk not she dwelleth only 
In temples built for prayer; 

For Home itself is lonely 


Unless her smiles be there; 
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The devotee may falter, 
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The biget blindly roam; 
If worshipless her altar 


At Home! dear home! 





Love over it presideth, 
With meek and watehful awe, 
Its daily service guideth, 
And shows its perfect law; 

If there thy faith shali fail thee, 
If there no shrine be found, 
What can try prayers avail thee 

With kneeling crowds around? 
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Editor’s Farewell Address. 335 


mending those views of Christianity, which I am 
persuaded have the best practical influence. 

Some may think, that on a few particular points, I 
have been too bold in my sentiments and language. 
To such I would say, that if what [ have advanced on 
those subjects is true, it can eventually do no harm; 
and if it is false, it is before the public for refutation, 
and I hope it will be refuted. 

In reviewing what I have done, [ cannot reproach 
myself with having in any case forgotten the demands 
of Christian candour and charity. At least, it has al- 
ways been my desire to abstain from illiberal remark, 
and from every appearance of bigotry and denunciation. 
I have indeed spoken in a tone of severity of those 
who have sat in the seat of the scorner, reviling what 
they did not’ understand, and judging those whom it 
was not theirs to judge. Such persons deserve, and 
ought to receive rebuke; and [ have no respect for that 
whining, palefaced kind of charity, which can hear 
itself called heretic and unbeliever, without feeling 
and manifesting indignation. 

For the rest—L have endeavoured to do all in my 
power, to make the work which I have been conducting 
instructive and interesting. I submit myself to the 
judgment of my readers. 

it is probable that many of the subscribers to the 
Miscellany, will need e work of a similar nature, 
to fill up the moments which they have been accustomed 
to employ in its perusal. I would therefore earnestly 
recommend to their patronage, the Christian Exam- 
timer, and the Christian Register; both published in 
Boston, both supporting the doctrines of Unitarianism 
and rational Christianity, and agreeing in principle, 
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EW DB. 


By some unaccountable oversight, the letter J, with the references: 


ander it, was omitted in the index to the fifth voluine. 


way of remedying the defect, the letter is here introduced. 


J. 


Jenome on 1 John v. 7,292, 296 

Jesuits, their edition of New- 
ton, 

Jesus Christ, establishes the 
rite of his supper, 3. In 
the form of God, 37, Took 
the form ot a servant, note, 
45. The master of his 
disciples, 53 History of 
th: doctrine of his two na- 
tures, 121. Arguments 


251 


against that doctrine, 157. 
Ot his going down into hell, 
208. Ot. his resurrection, 
209, His sacrifice, 219, 
His mediatorial office, 233. 
To preach Christ crucified, 

Jews, their manner of cele- 
brating festivals, 

Joachim, 

1 Johny. 7. Sir Isaac New- 
ton on the text, 289, 

Justification, 





A. 

Acts ii, 22, 
31. 

Adam, never possessed an 
original inherent righteous- 
ness, 

Adam, Rev. Mr. his corres- 
pendence with Dr. Ware 
on the state of Christianity 
in India, 

Address to the stars, 
Albigenses, the, reject the 
doctrine of real presence, 
Aviaiism and Hunanitacian- 
ism compared, 277. Argue 

ments tor the former, 

Avians, divisions among, 279. 
Answers. to their argu- 
ments, 

Avenold of. Brescia, burnt, 192. 

Ariicies of the Church of 
Bagiand, GBenson’s option 


af them. 164. What Dr.. 
S1L* 


quoted, 300, xvii. 


253 
92 
192 


27 


283 


Miller says of them, 324, 
What Milton says of therm, 

Athanasian creed, quoted on 
the subject of the Holy 
Spirit, 58. Quoted again 
on the trinity, 

Atonement, Professor Stuart’s 
discourses on, 

Austin St. on the medicinal 
virtue of the Sacrament, 
Role, 


B. 


BarnstaBte, ordination at, 

Barrow, Dr. on the trinity, 

Barton, Bernard, on home, 

Baxter on the trinity, 3% 
On certaimty, 

Benson’s letter to ‘Towgood, 
on the articles of the Kage 
lish church, 


Berenger, opposes the doe- 


trine of transubstantiation, 


As the only 


292 
214 


224. 
42 
332 


332 


164. 
192° 
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EB. 


FicciestasTes i. 4, quoted, 

‘ditor’s farewell address, 

Edward’s sermon on Hell 
Torments, extract from, 
nbie, 

England, Chureh of, her ar- 
ticle on the Lord’s Supper, 

Ephesians i. 1), quoted, 292, 
iii. 9, exptained, 297. iv 
$2, explamed, 

Epis opal funeral serviee, 

Ever lt, cv. Stevens, ordi- 
nation of, 

Everlasting, 
the term us used in Serip- 
ture, 

Exodus x1. 15, compared with 
Heb. vir 12, 

Extermination, final of the 
wicked, doctrine of the, 
eonsidered, 119. ‘Texts 
explained, 

Ezekiel xx. 45, 48, quoted, 


explanation of 


F. 


Fart of man, rational account 
of the, from ‘lhacher’s 
Sermous, 

Farewell Address of the Edi- 
tor, 

Fitchburg, ordination there, 

Fordyce, Dr. aneedote of, 

Fox, Rev, W. J. seeretary of 
the London Unitarian Fund 
Society, 

Franeisco de Velasco, lines 
by, 

French and Belgie confession 
On the trinity, 

Frey, Mr. and the London 
Jews Society, 

Funeral service, episcopal, 

Future life, evidence of a, 4. 
Its allotments, id. Essay 
on the duration of its pun- 
ishments, 


G. 


Gannett, Rev. E. S. ordi. 
nation of, 183. Dr, Char- 


Thdex. 


ning’s sermon on the ocea- 
sion, 

Gastreil, Bishop, on the trin- 
ity, 

Genesis xvii. 8, quoted, 

God, the first cause, 1. Infi- 
nite in duration, 2. lnfie 
nite in power, 74. Infi- 
nite in wisdom, id. tafie 


nite in goodness, i+, His. 


Our 
Sub- 
trom 


revelatins to man, id, 
Father, po trv, 181 
lime deseription of, 
the Vedas, 240, 

Gospel, the manner of preach- 
ing « mn dna, 

Greek Church, contradicts 
the Athanasian creed on 
the procession of the Holy 
Ghost, 

Green, Rev. Dr. 

Green, Rev. James D. his 
ordination, 

Greenwood,Rey F. W. P. 
his memoir of Vir. Thaecter, 
98. His Lndaction at Boston, 

Grew, Rev. Henry, on the 


character of the Son of 


God, 
Guimond on the real pre- 
senee, 


hi. 


HaBakKUEk iii. 6, quoted, 


Hallowell, Dedication and 
Ordination at, 

Harvard College assailed, 

Heavenly- minde«dness, 

Heber, on the trinity P 

Hebrews i 4, explamed, 287, 
i, 2, explained, 296. 11. 17, 
quoted, 300, iv. 15, 

Herrick, Robert, how to keep 
Le nf, 

Hersey, Rev. Henry, ordina- 
tion of, 

Hewlett, Rev, Jolin, his ser. 
mons quoted, and his liber- 
ality, 

Hindoos, their sacred books, 
254. State of Christiamity 
among them, 


339 


204 


41 
126 
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